
 

 

Breaking Ground: 
Doctrinal Building Blocks 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18 
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1. A LITERAL HERMENEUTIC 
We believe in using the principles of literally interpreting the Bible in order to understand what the original author meant to 

communicate to his intended audience.  This includes consistently reading the Bible like you would other books, respecting what the 

text plainly says, and avoiding what it doesn't plainly say; interpreting with the customary meaning of the words employed in mind; 

that the Bible is the only authority for determining spiritual truth to believe and live by; that language was given by God for the 

purpose of being able to communicate with mankind; interpretation that gives to every word the same meaning it would have in 

normal usage; that the literal meaning of words is the normal approach to their understanding; that each word is interpreted plainly so 

as not to rule out figures of speech; that symbols, figures of speech, and types are all interpreted plainly, and are not contrary to literal 

interpretation; and that the meaning of each word is determined by grammatical and historical considerations.   

“When the plain sense of the Bible makes common sense, to seek any other sense is nonsense.”    Alva J. McClain 

 

1. What is the basic definition of 

Literal Hermeneutic?  

A literal hermeneutic means that when reading the Bible, interpret each word in its normal, 

plain, every day, natural, common sense meaning. 

Customary Meaning  

2. What did the author actually 

intend for his audience to 

understand? 

We cannot use Deconstructionism to interpret the Bible by inventing our own meanings. 

When the author uses a word, we’re to understand that word in its customary meaning. 

In other words, we don’t get to assign a meaning to a word that the author didn’t intend. 

Deconstructionism is a basically a theory of textual criticism or interpretation that denies there is any single correct meaning or 

interpretation of a passage or text. No passage or text can possibly convey a single reliable, consistent, and coherent message to 

everyone who reads or hears it. The author who wrote the text is less responsible for the piece's content than are the impersonal 

forces of culture such as language and their unconscious ideology. 

The deconstructionist does not study the Bible or a text in order to find out the meaning intended by the writer, but instead tries to 

“read between the lines,” so to speak, in order to discern the cultural and social reasons and motives behind what was written. The 

deconstructionist is really only limited in his interpretation of the passage by his own imagination. To the deconstructionist there is 

no right or wrong interpretation and the meaning of the passage or text becomes very subjective and one that can only be 

determined by the reader. 

DON’T TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK IT MEANS. JUST TELL ME WHAT IT MEANS! 

3. How long did it take for the Lord 

to create the universe? 

Exodus 20:11 

Six days. 

4. Why interpret the six days as 

literal days? 

There is no reason to change the literal meaning of the word. In other words, the word is 

not being used symbolically, or as a figure of speech. Therefore, we must give it its usual, 

normal, everyday meaning. 

5. A good example of the ordinary 

use of the word day is found in 

Numbers 7:12-78. When a 

numerical adjective is attached 

to the word “day” (and there are 

two hundred known cases of this 

in the Old Testament), as it is 

here, what is the meaning? 

The meaning here, as it is always, is restricted to twenty-four hours (i.e., “first day,” 

“second day,” etc.). 

 

  

 

 

  

 

6. In Joshua 6:14-15 there is a 

plural form used: days. We find 

this over 700 times in the OT. 

How is the word day used here? 

When the plural form (“days”) appears in the Old Testament it always refers to literal days. 

Here it is quite obvious that literal days are in view. 

 

7. Why can’t the creation account 

use of the word day mean 

extended or indefinite periods of 

time? Read Exodus 20:9-11 to 

find the way the Bible interprets 

itself on this matter. 

A creation “week” of six indefinite periods of time would hardly serve as a valid or 

meaningful pattern for Israel’s cycle of work and rest, as explained by God at Sinai in the 

fourth commandment (Exodus 20:9-11). How inconsistent to say that God worked six long 

ages (Exodus 20:11) to serve as a pattern for man to work six literal days (Exodus 20:9)!  

In other words, the Bible interprets man’s work week based on the literal Six days of 

creation.  Six days is six, literal, normal, everyday days.  

8. What is the time period for the 

Millennium in Revelation 20? 

Revelation 20 states six times that the Millennium will last 1,000 years. Not an indefinite 

period of time. 1,000 literal years.  

Language God created language in order to communicate with His creation. 

How do the following verses demonstrate how God communicates? 

9. To whom is God speaking? 

Genesis 1:26 

The other Persons of the Godhead 
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GOD SAID 

10. What four things is God 

communicating to Adam and 

Eve, literally, normally, and 

plainly?  

Genesis 1:28 

Then God blessed them, and God said to them,  

1. "Be fruitful and multiply 

2. Fill the earth 

3. Subdue it 

4. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth."  

11. What did God say to Noah and 

Abraham in Genesis 9 & 12? 

God is making covenants with them: The Noahic and Abrahamic Covenants  

12. Who are the two parties that are 

conversing using language in 

Job 1:8-9? 

God and Satan 

13. How did God communicate in 

times past? 

Hebrews 1:1 

God spoke by the prophets.  

14. By what means did God 

communicate to the multitude in 

Matthew 3:17? 

A voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

15. How did God choose to 

communicate in the following 

two verses: Daniel 5:1-4 and 

Exodus 31:18 

God wrote words out Himself. 

Normal/Plain By plain or normal we mean the words of Scripture are to be understood in their normal 

meaning just as we normally understand words in our normal, everyday communication. 

16. Whose job is it to determine the 

meaning of a passage? The 

author or the reader? 

This is a difficult question, since we’re told over and over to interpret or rightly divide the 

Word of Truth.  

However, the author is the one who determines the meaning. The reader discovers the 

meaning. If it were not so, we’d be superimposing our own meaning on every word of 

Scripture. See examples below: 

17. Define Exegesis Drawing the meaning out of the text. 

18. Define Eisogesis Superimposing a meaning onto the text. 

19. What does 2 Peter 1:20 say 

about who gets to interpret 

Scripture? 

2 Peter 1:20 states that no one has the right to a private interpretation. This means that there 

is only one truth, one interpretation, and one exegesis. Adding anything becomes eisogesis.  

20. Mormons believe there are many 

gods, and that man can elevate 

himself to the status of godhood. 

How can a person eisogete         

1 Corinthians 8:5 to support the 

Mormon doctrine? 

“For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods 

and many lords).”  

With this verse, Mormons bring their preconceived idea of the existence of many gods to 

this text and assert that it says there are many gods. But that is not what it says. The 

normal/plain interpretation says that there are many that are called gods. Being called a god 

doesn't make something an actual god. Therefore, the text does not teach what the 

Mormons say and they are guilty of eisegesis; that is, reading into the text what it does not 

say.  

21. Compare Paul’s words in Acts 

19:26 with Psalm 115:4. What 

does The Word say about false 

gods? 

Acts 19:26 – They are not gods at all. 

Psalm 115:4 – These are false gods who cannot speak, see, hear, smell, feel, or walk. 

Just because you call something a god, doesn’t imbue it with deity.  

22. Another example of eisegesis 

can be found in the creation 

account; specifically how one 

interprets the word “day” in the 

Six Days of creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

If one eisegets the word day, he can make it mean anything he wants.  
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The following are three examples of non-literal interpretation of the word “day” used in the creation account: Eisegesis 

23. What is the Day-Age Theory? Day-Age Theory suggests that the creation days in Genesis 1 were not literal, 24-hour days, 

but rather were long ages or eons of time. 

24. What is the Gap Theory? ‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth’ (Genesis 1:1). 

‘And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.’ (Genesis 1:2). 

 The gap theory postulates that an indefinite span of time exists between Genesis 1:1 and 

Genesis 1:2. This time span is usually considered to be quite large (millions of years) and 

is also reputed to encompass the so-called “geologic ages.”  

 Also a cataclysmic judgment was pronounced upon the earth during this period as the 

result of the fall of Lucifer (Satan) and that the ensuing verses of Genesis chapter 1 

describe a re-creation or reforming of the earth from a chaotic state and not an initial 

creative effort on the part of God. 

25. What is the Framework 

Hypothesis?  
 The "days" of creation are not even distinct eras, but overlapping stages of a long 

evolutionary process.  

 The six days described in Genesis 1 do not set forth a chronology of any kind, but rather 

a metaphorical "framework" by which the creative process is described for our finite 

human minds. 

Literal Take the word for what it would ordinarily mean in everyday usage. It is actual, real, and 

factual as opposed to allegorical or metaphorical.  Literal literally means taken in its 

natural, literal, obvious sense.  

The OT prophecies fulfilled in Jesus were fulfilled literally! Look at the following verses to confirm the literalness of these 

fulfillments:  

26. Micah 5:2 – Matthew 2:1 Jesus was literally born in Bethlehem 

27. Isaiah 53:1-12 

Matthew 27:27-31 

Jesus literally suffered for us 

28. Zechariah 9:9 – Luke 19:35-37a  Jesus was to enter Jerusalem on a donkey 

29. Amos 8:9 – Matthew 27:45   After the death of Jesus, the land was in darkness from noon till three 

30. Hosea 11:1 – Matthew 2:14-15 Jesus is called out of Egypt…literally! 

31. What is the best part of these 

prophecies being fulfilled 

literally? 

All prophecies yet to be fulfilled will also be fulfilled literally! 

Grammar is the set of rules that tells how words can be put into a sequence and a form that allows their meaning to 

become unmistakable in a sentence. Where words are in the sentence, what relationship they have to other words, and 

the context help us to understand the author’s meaning. 
Grammatical: 

Two vital points 

1. Every word of the Bible is important and though some words will hold more importance 

than others, all the words and sentences are a part of God’s communication to us. 

2. Grammatical relationships are vital to sound interpretation because thoughts are 

expressed in words which stand in relationship to each other to express complete 

thoughts. 

32. How does the grammar change 

the interpretation of the 

following: 

“He saw a moose riding his 

motorcycle through the woods.” 

It makes it sound like the moose was riding the motorcycle.  

33. We should always interpret 

Scriptures in light of their 

grammatical structure. How 

would the interpretation of 

Galatians 3:16 change were it 

not for Paul emphasizing the 

importance of grammar?  

“Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," 

as of many, but as of one, "And to your Seed," who is Christ.”  

 

It would be easy to interpret this passage as God making promises to all of Abraham’s 

descendants, rather than the one who is Christ.   
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34. Grammar is the nuts and bolts of 

a language. Often words change 

meaning over time. A primary 

example of why grammar is 

important is found in 1 

Thessalonians 2:19 and the word 

hope. How is the word used 

differently today? 

Hope in this case means something that is assured of happening, not something that is 

wished for. Today we use the word hope as something wished for.  

35. Studying the Hebrew grammar 

in Genesis 1:1 is a perfect 

example of the proper use of 

grammar. Can you see the trinity 

in the name of God: Elohim? If 

not, try Genesis 1:26; 3:22; 11:7; 

and Isaiah 6:8. 

The Trinity consists of three Persons (Genesis 1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8, 48:16, 61:1; 

Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14). In Genesis 1:1, the Hebrew plural noun 

"Elohim" is used. In Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7 and Isaiah 6:8, the plural pronoun for “us” is 

used. The word "Elohim" and the pronoun “us” are plural forms, definitely referring in the 

Hebrew language to more than two. While this is not an explicit argument for the Trinity, it 

does denote the aspect of plurality in God. The Hebrew word for "God," "Elohim," 

definitely allows for the Trinity. 

36. Another aspect of grammar is 

the use of metaphor. How does 

Jesus demonstrate in Matthew 

16:6-12 that the Bible is to be 

taken literally even when a 

metaphor is being used to 

explain something more clearly?   

They were not being warned about leaven in the bread! Jesus used the leaven in the bread 

as a metaphor for the evil doctrine of the Pharisees.  

The Parable of the Wheat and Tares is also applicable: Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 

37. In Hebrews 5:12-14, what is 

Paul’s true meaning?  

What is the metaphor? 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 

first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  

13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he 

is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by 

reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  

Milk and solid food are the metaphors for the Word of God. 

38. A good example showing the 

importance of following the 

rules of grammar can be found 

in Daniel 9:27 where the subject 

of the first sentence in the verse 

is the personal pronoun, he. The 

rule of grammar regarding 

personal pronouns is that they 

refer to the closest preceding 

personal noun. 

So, who is going to confirm the 

covenant?  

“He will confirm a covenant with (the) many.”  

In this case the closest preceding personal pronoun we find is “the prince who is to come” 

in verse 26 indicating that the person who will confirm the covenant with Israel is the anti-

Christ, not the Lord as some commentators assert.  

Often when people see the word covenant they assume it must be God, and in this case 

people see the word Messiah in verse 26 and assume that He will be confirming the 

covenant.  
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Historical Historical interpretation means that we take into account, as much as possible, the 

historical background of the author and the recipients. The Bible was written to ordinary 

people, and is understandable to anyone. However, it was written thousands of years ago to 

different cultures. It is incumbent upon the reader to uncover how the original 

hearers/readers would have understood the text, including word definitions, figures of 

speech, geographical location, time period, and culture. This guideline safeguards against 

inappropriate “Eisegesis.” 

39. In order to interpret Matthew 

16:24 correctly, you have to 

understand what the phrase “take 

up your cross” meant to the 

people at the time.  

 Taking up one's cross is not some mystical level of selfless "deeper spiritual life" that only the 

religious elite can hope to achieve. Nor is it the common trials and hardships that all persons 

experience sometime in life. A cross is not having an unsaved husband, nagging wife, or 

domineering mother-in-law. Nor is it having a physical handicap or suffering from an 

incurable disease. To take up one's cross is simply to be willing to pay any price for Christ's 

sake. It is the willingness to endure shame, embarrassment, reproach, rejection, persecution, 

and even martyrdom for His sake. 

 To the people of Jesus' day the cross was a very concrete and vivid reality. It was the 

instrument of execution reserved for Rome's worst enemies, and a symbol of the torture and 

death that awaited those who dared raise a hand against Roman authority. Not many years 

before Jesus and the disciples came to Caesarea Philippi, 100 men had been crucified in the 

area. A century earlier, Alexander Janneus had crucified 800 Jewish rebels at Jerusalem, and 

after the revolt that followed the death of Herod the Great, 2,000 Jews were crucified by the 

Roman proconsul Varus. Crucifixions on a smaller scale were a common sight, and it has 

been estimated that perhaps some 30,000 occurred under Roman authority during the lifetime 

of Christ. 

 When the disciples and the crowd heard Jesus speak of taking up the cross, there was nothing 

mystical to them about the idea. They immediately pictured a poor, condemned soul walking 

along the road carrying the instrument of his execution on his own back. A man who took up 

his cross began his death march, carrying the very beam on which he would hang. 

 For a disciple of Christ to take up his cross is for him to be willing to start on a death march. 

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ is to be willing, in His service, to suffer the indignities, the 

pain, and even the death of a condemned criminal. 

40. What was the historical 

relationship of the apostles to 

Jesus? How does 1 Peter 4:12-14 

fit into the scenario being 

conveyed by Matthew? 

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 

some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's 

sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  

14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and 

of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.”  

 

 Obviously the extent of suffering and persecution varies from believer to believer, from 

time to time, and from place to place. Not all the apostles were martyred, but all of them 

were willing to be martyred. Not every disciple is called on to be martyred, but every 

disciple is commanded to be willing to be martyred.  
 

 The cross represents suffering that is ours because of our relationship to Christ. Jesus had 

already taken up His cross and was beginning to bear on His back the sins of the whole 

world. We should be willing to do no less than to suffer along with Him. 

41. The word wine is used 238 times 

in the Old and New Testaments. 

What is the definition of wine, 

and how does it differ from 

“strong drink.” Luke 1:15 

 The Jews always mixed their wine with between 3-10 parts water.  

 Unmixed wine was called “strong drink” and was forbidden.  

 They did not have hard liquor in those days.  

 The distillation process was a Middle Age invention. 
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42. The Talmud, Hippocrates, Pliny, 

and Plutarch all spoke of the 

value of wine in countering 

stomach ailments caused by 

impure water.  

What three principles do you 

find in Ephesians 5:18 and 1 

Timothy 5:23 based on your 

knowledge of the historical 

information given above?  

1. The typical wine the Bible speaks of was diluted to the point where you’d have to 

drink it all day or in tremendous quantities in order to become the least intoxicated.  

2. HISTORICALLY there’s no comparison to what we know today as wine! 

3. Wine was used for medicinal purposes, but it would have been the diluted wine. 

4. The wine in Ephesians would have to be unmixed in order to get drunk. 

5. Further, the Bible doesn’t forbid the drinking of wine, only getting drunk! 

6. To be absolutely clear: The wine Jesus drank was fully diluted, and did not cause 

intoxication. The wine we have today is NOT the SAME thing.  

7. Yes, we are exhorted not to be drunk. BUT! EVEN ONE GLASS OF TODAY’S 

WINE OR ONE BEER COULD LEAVE YOU SEVERELY IMPAIRED!  

8. Therefore, historically, we do not have the liberty to say, “Well, I can drink wine 

because Jesus drank wine.” This is apples and oranges!  

9. This is a perfect example of something that is taken out of historical context! 

Symbols A symbol is a literal object or signal that stands for something else; usually a visible image 

which represents a concept or conveys a lesson or truth. 

43. Identify the symbol in Ps 31:2; 

71. 

David, recognizing that man is vulnerable to the attack of sin, sees God as a Rock and a 

“fortress of defense”. 

44. What does Ezekiel’s vision of 

the dry bones (Ezek. 37:1-14) 

symbolize? 

The judgment and restoration of Israel. 

Read Chapter 36, then focus on 37:11. 

45. What the symbol in Amos 8:1-2 

and what does it literally stand 

for? 

They symbol is the basket of summer fruit. 

The basket of fruit represents Israel’s impending end. 

46. Why would God use the “basket 

of summer fruit” to symbolize 

Israel’s punishment? Compare 

with Jeremiah 8:20. 

The End-of-the-season fruit, fully ripe, whose edible life was short. 

When Amos answered that it was a basket of ripe fruit... the LORD then replied, The time 

is ripe (lit., "The end has come") for My people Israel. 

Just as this fruit was ripe for eating, the nation of Israel was ripe for judgment.  

It was the end of the harvest for the farmers, and it would be the end for Israel when the 

harvest judgment came. 

"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved" (Jeremiah 8:20). 

 

Identify the symbol and what it literally stands for in the verses below. 

47. Jeremiah 1:13-15 The symbol is the boiling pot that faces North. 

It stands for the calamity that the Lord is bringing on the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the 

families of the North.  

48. Jeremiah 13:1-11 The symbol is the ruined sash. 

It literally stands for the pride of Judah and the pride of Jerusalem being ruined.  

49. Daniel 2:31-45 The symbol was the great statue: head of gold, chest and arms of silver, belly and thighs of 

bronze, legs of iron, and feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 

The statue represented the literal kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and 

Christ’s kingdom. 

50. Zechariah 1:18-19 The symbol is of four horns. 

They represent the literal empires that were found in Daniel’s visions of the statue (Daniel 

2) and the beasts (Daniel 7), both of which speak of four empires: Babylon, Medo-Persia, 

Greece, and Rome.  

 In 722, Assyria devastated the Northern Kingdom of Israel, but God raised up Babylon to 

defeat Assyria (Jeremiah 25:9; 27:6) and eventually take Judah into captivity in 586. 

 Babylon did indeed oppress the Jews, but then God raised up Cyrus to conquer Babylon 

in 539 (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1); and in 538, he permitted the Jews to return to their land.  

 The Persians were conquered by the Greeks, under Alexander the Great, and Greece was 

conquered by Rome. 

51. Revelation 1:12-20; Hebrews 

4:12; Revelation 2:16 & 19:15 

The symbols are seven golden lampstands 

He had in His right hand seven stars out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword 

The symbols are interpreted by Jesus Himself: The mystery of the seven stars which you 

saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of 

the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.  

The sharp two-edged sword is  
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Types  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 10:1-10 

 A figure, representation, or symbol of something yet to come: an event in the Old 

Testament that foreshadows another in the New Testament.  

 

 Typology is a special kind of symbolism.  

 A symbol is something which represents something else. 

 We can define a type as a “prophetic symbol” because all types are representations of 

something yet future.  

 More specifically, a type in scripture is a person or thing in the Old Testament which 

foreshadows a person or thing in the New Testament.  

 For example, the flood of Noah’s day (Genesis 6-7) is used as a type of baptism in  

1 Peter 3:20-21. The Flood is the type*, baptism is the antitype**.  

 

 

*Type (Figure – Image – Foreshadowing – Representation) 

**Antitype (Real Thing) 

 

Read the following verses and identify the type and the antitype. 

52. Matthew 17:10-13 Type (Representation): Elijah 

Antitype (Real Thing): John the Baptist 

53. Matthew 12:39-40 Type (Representation): Jonah being three days and three nights in the belly of the whale. 

Antitype (Real Thing): Jesus being three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

54. Luke 1:31-33 Type (Representation): David as King 

Antitype (Real Thing): Christ as King 

55. Luke 17:26-27 Type (Representation): Flood 

Antitype (Real Thing): Judgment at the Second Coming 

56. John 3:14-15 Type (Representation): Moses lifting up the serpent that any who looked on it would be 

saved. 

Antitype (Real Thing): Jesus being lifted up that any who believe would be saved. 

57. Acts 3:22-23 Type (Representation): Moses as Prophet 

Antitype (Real Thing): Jesus as Prophet 

58. Romans 5:14 Type (Representation): Adam 

Antitype (Real Thing): Christ 

59. 1 Corinthians 5:7 Type (Representation): Passover 

Antitype (Real Thing): The substitutionary sacrifice of Christ 

60. 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11 Type (Representation): Wilderness wanderings 

Antitype (Real Thing): Christian conduct 

61. Hebrews 3:14 to 4:10 Type (Representation): The Sabbath day of rest 

Antitype (Real Thing): Salvation rest 

62. Hebrews 5:6 Type (Representation): Melchizedek 

Antitype (Real Thing): Jesus 

Figures of Speech Much of the Bible is figurative. A figure of speech is a literary device involving 

comparison of dissimilar things: two objects or ideas, which we call “terms,” that are 

logically distinct are found to be similar in an imaginative way. That is, by bringing the two 

dissimilar ideas together, they are shown to have something in common after all; this is the 

point of comparison in all figures of speech. 

Figures of speech often are identified by words such as Like or As.  

63. Identify the four figures of 

speech used in Matthew 10:16. 

Sheep – Wolves – Serpents - Doves 

64. Identify the figure of speech 

used in Deuteronomy 4:20. 

The iron furnace is Egypt. 

65. Identify the figure of speech 

used in John 6:22-35. Don’t miss 

the context of Jesus’s argument.  

The context is the bread that came from heaven that fed the Israelites in the wilderness.  

The figure of speech is that Jesus is the bread of life. He is not Actually bread, nor does the 

bread eaten become the actual body of Christ: Transubstantiation 

66. Identify figure of speech used in 

1 Corinthians 11:24. 

Jesus’s body is the figure of speech represented by the eating of actual bread.  
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67. In the prophetic passage of 

Psalm 22:16 and Matthew 

27:27-35, identify the figure of 

speech concerning Jesus’s 

crucifixion.  

Dogs is the figure of speech.  

Jesus is surrounded by His enemies at His crucifixion, but they were not actual dogs.  

68. In John 2:19-21, what is the 

figure of speech, and what is it 

actually referring to? 

Jesus said that if they destroyed the temple He’d rebuild it in three days.  

The figure of speech was the actual temple, but Jesus was referring to His body.  

69. Matthew 16:19 has three distinct 

figures of speech: Binding, 

Loosing, and Keys 

 It is necessary to understand the Eastern associations which help to explain our Lord's 

figure of the "keys."  

 The key in the East was a symbol of authority; it was made long, with a crook at one end, 

so that it could be worn round the neck as a badge of office. To "confer a key" was a 

phrase equivalent to bestowing a situation of great trust and distinction.  

 The expressions "binding" and "loosing" are figurative expressions, which were in 

familiar use in the rabbinical schools. "The school of Shammai bound men when it 

declared this or that act to be a transgression of the sabbath law. The school of Hillel 

loosed when it set men free from the obligations thus imposed." 

  It should be borne in mind that this passage is a part of Christ's private teaching of the 

apostles. He was feeling that his own active work was nearly done, and very soon the 

work of saving men would rest on them. He would prepare them to understand their 

coming responsibilities; and he would assure them of their competent endowment to 

meet those responsibilities. 

 We use keys to open doors. Peter was given the privilege of opening "the door of faith" 

to the Jews at Pentecost (Acts 2), to the Samaritans (Acts 8:14 ff), and to the Gentiles 

(Acts 10). But the other Apostles shared this authority (Matthew 18:18), and Paul had the 

privilege of "opening the door of faith" to the Gentiles outside of Palestine (Acts 14:27). 
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1. Compare 2 Samuel 7:8-17 with Luke 1:32-33. What tool should we be using? What is the interpretation concerning 
David’s throne? 

2. Understand what the original author meant to communicate to his intended audience: David’s throne: Will Jesus 
occupy the throne physically, literally, or symbolically? 2 Samuel 7:8-17 indicates that God promised to establish the 
throne of David forever. The Davidic Covenant was unconditional. How would Mary have interpreted Luke 1:32-33?  
A normal reading of the prophecy is that God would give Mary’s son, Jesus, the Davidic throne. His reign would be 
over the house of Jacob, i.e., Israel, and it would last forever. Thus, the promise was wholly and totally Jewish. How 
would Mary have interpreted the words of the angel? She would have remembered the David covenant and the 
prophecies that had been made for hundreds of years that promised Israel a Messiah-King who would reign. The 
context indicates that Gentiles or the Church were not in view. 
 

3. Analyze Genesis 2 looking specifically for the body, soul, spirit, and mind. What tool should we be using? Exegesis or 
Eisegesis? What is the interpretation concerning the four rivers?  

4. Eisegesis: . A classic example of going beyond what the text says is the ancient interpretation that the four rivers in 
Genesis 2, the Pishon, Havilah, Tigris, and Euphrates, represent the body, soul, spirit, and mind. 

 
5. Examine Matthew 2:1. What tool should we be using? What is the interpretation concerning the who, what, when, 

and where? 
 

6. Historical: Matthew 2:1 – “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem.” This is a simple historical statement. The literal or normal meaning and 
interpretation is that Jesus was born in a place called Bethlehem (a real geographical place) when Herod (a historical 
personage who reigned in a real time) was king (a real position) over Judea (a real geographical place). By means of 
such a statement, Matthew rooted Jesus’ birth in a real place in a real time. 

 
7. Examine John 10:7-9. What tool should we be using? What is the interpretation? 

 
8. Figure of Speech: John 10:7-9 - Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the 

sheep. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door. If 
anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”  

 
We understand that Jesus was not saying that He was a literal, wooden door in a sheep pen. We understand that he 
was using a figure of speech (cf. John 10.6), a metaphor. But even though He used figurative language he 
communicated a literal truth, namely, that He is the entrance way for salvation. Just as a wooden door is the 
entrance to a house or to a sheep pen, Jesus is the “door”, i.e. entrance through whom God and salvation is found. 
Jesus was not talking about animals, i.e. sheep, but human beings–Jews. 

 


