
 

 

Bible Study 

 

1 John 

A Study in Authentic Faith 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  2 | 145 

1 JOHN 

Outline – Steven J. Cole, Th.D. 

 

1. Authentic faith enjoys fellowship with the Father and the Son (1:1-2:2). 

A. Prologue: the apostolic witness to Jesus Christ should lead us into authentic fellowship with the 

Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (1:1-4). 

B. The practice of authentic fellowship requires walking in the light, relating to the holy God 

through the blood of Jesus Christ, our Advocate (1:5-2:2). 

(1). God is absolutely holy (1:5). 

(2). To have fellowship with the holy God, we must walk in the light, confessing all of our sins 

(1:6-10). 

(3). When we do sin, Jesus Christ is our Advocate, based on His shed blood (2:1-2). 

 

2.  Authentic faith may be tested by belief in the truth about Jesus Christ, obedience to His 

commands, and love for His people (2:3-5:5). 

A.  The first application of the tests (2:3-27): 

(1). Authentic faith obeys God’s commandments (2:3-6). 

(2). Authentic faith loves God’s people (2:7-11). 

(3). Assuring clarification: John’s readers have authentic faith (2:12-14). 

(4). Authentic faith is not of the world, but rather it knows and believes the truth about Jesus 

Christ (2:15-27). 

(a). Authentic faith is not of the world (2:15-17). 

(b). Authentic faith, in contrast with the false teachers, knows and believes the truth about 

Jesus Christ (2:18-27). 

B.  The second application of the tests (2:28-4:6): 

(1). Authentic faith practices a lifestyle of obedience to God (2:28-3:10). 

(2). Authentic faith practices a lifestyle of practical love for God’s people (3:11-18). 

(3). Assuring clarification: a lifestyle of obedience and love will assure our hearts before God 

(3:19-22). 

(4). Authentic faith believes in Jesus Christ in accord with the apostolic witness (3:23-4:6). 

(a). Authentic faith believes in Jesus Christ and practices love and obedience (3:23-24). 

(b). Authentic faith, in contrast with the false teachers, believes that Jesus Christ has come 

in the flesh in accord with the apostolic witness (4:1-6). 

C.  The third application of the tests (4:7-5:5): 

(1). Authentic faith practices a lifestyle of love for God’s people, based on God’s great love for us 

(4:7-12). 

(2). Authentic faith believes the apostolic witness about Jesus Christ, experiences the love of 

God, is assured before God, and practices love for God’s people (4:13-21). 

(a). Authentic faith believes the apostolic witness about Jesus Christ (4:13-15). 

(b). Authentic faith experiences the love of God (4:16). 

(c). Assuring clarification: authentic faith has confidence in the day of judgment because of 

God’s love (4:17-18). 

(d). Authentic faith practices love for God’s people, based on His love (4:19-21). 
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(3). Authentic faith believes that Jesus is the Christ, loves those born of God, and obeys God’s 

commandments (5:1-5). 

(a). Authentic faith believes that Jesus is the Christ (5:1). 

(b). Authentic faith loves those born of God (5:2). 

(c). Authentic faith obeys God’s commandments, stemming from faith in Jesus Christ (5:3-5). 

 

3. Authentic faith is assured of eternal life (5:6-21). 

A. Authentic faith is assured of eternal life because we believe in God’s testimony concerning His 

Son (5:6-12). 

B. Authentic faith is assured of eternal life because we believe all that John has written in this 

letter (5:13). 

C. Authentic faith is assured of eternal life because we experience answers to our prayers (5:14-

17). 

D.  Authentic faith is assured of eternal life because we know God and are separate from the world 

and its idols (5:18-21). 
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LESSON 1 – INTRODUCTION 

 

Who wrote 1 John?    The Apostle John 

When was 1 John written?  Unknown, probably late ‘80’s to late ‘90’s  

     Likely Before the book of Revelation 

Where was 1 John written?   Probably Ephesus 

Who was 1 John written to? To Christians that probably knew John intimately, which is 

why he didn’t put his name on it, they would have known 

it was him. Chapter 2 use of “my little children” 

 

Why was it written? - What was the message to the original audience, how would they have 

understood 1 John? This is one of the most important questions to understand any scripture. 

It appears to have been written to address two main concerns: 

 

The first is polemical to address the false teachers and the errors they were bringing 

into the church concerning the nature and person of Christ and also how believers were 

to live. 

 

The second was pastoral to give assurance to the church in light of the effect the false 

teachers were having. 

 

Heresy 

Based on the internal evidence of 1 and 2 John, a problem had arisen within the church, 

possibly throughout Asia Minor.  

 

John does not name the heresy or any individuals but from what he admonishes in the letter, 

the false teachings had the following characteristics: 

● They were advancing the idea that you can live in habitual, unrepentant sin and 

still think you are in fellowship with the Father – a form of Antinomianism  

● They were not loving fellow believers. The false teachers were either teaching 

you don’t have to love or they were showing their disdain or hatred of certain 

brethren. 

● They were loving the world system or embracing it in some way. 

● They were denying the nature and person of Jesus Christ. 

● They appeared to be teaching that a person needed some special mystical 

knowledge of God, not available to the average believer. 

 

While John doesn’t specifically name these false teachings, we know from church history that 

near the end of the first century, and in the early second century, proto-Gnosticism, specifically 

Docetism, arose within the church. 
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BUT the heyday of Gnostic thought was the second through fifth centuries, well after the time 

the NT books were written. It can neither be proven nor ruled out that John had this movement 

in mind as he wrote.1 

 

But most of these heresies have the earmarks of the Gnostic / Docetism movement. 

 

Docetism  

Q: Does anyone know what Docetism is? 

 

Docetism was an early Christian heresy that promoted a false view of Jesus’ humanity. The 

word Docetism comes from the Greek dokein, which meant “to seem”; according to Docetism, 

Jesus Christ only seemed to have a human body like ours. 

 

Docetism allowed that Jesus may have been in some way divine, but it denied His full humanity. 

Hardcore Docetists taught that Jesus was only a phantasm or an illusion, appearing to be 

human but having no body at all. Other forms of Docetism taught that Jesus had a “heavenly” 

body of some type but not a real, natural body of flesh. Docetism was closely related to 

Gnosticism, which viewed physical matter as inherently evil and spiritual substance as 

inherently good. 

 

Since Jesus was good, He could not have had a physical body. 

What is theologically wrong with this thought? 

 

Along with this came Eastern mysticism’s focus on secret knowledge reserved only for the 

chosen few. The word “Gnosticism” comes from the Greek word “Gnosis” which means to 

know. 

 

 Though present in developmental form in the late first century, it blossomed into full 

expression in the middle and latter second century. By the middle of the second century its 

adherents were producing their own gospels and epistles, of which the Gospel of Thomas and 

Gospel of Judas are examples.2 

 

Along with the idea that Gnosticism viewed physical matter as inherently evil and spiritual 

substance as inherently good; came the idea that anything you did in the body did not affect 

                                                           
1 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 2426). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

2 Derickson, G. W. (2012). First, Second, and Third John. (H. W. House, W. H. Harris III, & A. W. Pitts, Eds.) 

(p. 10). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-gnosticism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-gnosticism.html
https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.1Jn&off=6156&ctx=of+Gnostic+writers.+~But+the+heyday+of+Gn
https://ref.ly/logosres/eec83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn&off=14019&ctx=Occasion%0a~Based+on+the+internal+evidence+
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your spiritual self. So you could live however you wanted, commit any sin you wanted and yet 

be spiritually clean. This is called antinomianism (from the Greek word meaning “lawless”). 

 

Look at 3:4; “sin is lawlessness” – the word for “sin” is the Greek word “hamartian” meaning 

‘missing the mark’, ‘to transgress’. The word for “lawlessness” is a different Greek word 

“anomian” meaning “without law”. 

The Antinomians taught that because Christians were saved by grace and that the Mosaic Law 

no longer applied, that in fact no moral law existed at all. Christians were free from any moral 

restrictions and could sin freely. 

 

The problem of structure 

1 John is not so much an epistle as it is a pastoral polemic. 

There is no addressee: read the first versus and ending versus. John does not identify himself 

or his audience. No salutation and no benediction or closing. 

 

It does not follow a progressive argument; sections of it could be lifted out and switched 

around with no noticeable difference. Which makes it exceedingly difficult to outline. 

 

John’s first epistle has a very unusual thematic structure. It has been compared to being more 

constructed like a piece of music rather than like a progressive argument. 

 

Instead of proceeding step by step in unfolding a subject, as Paul does in Romans, John selects a 

theme, maintains it throughout the book, and introduces a series of variations, any one of 

which may be a theme in itself3 Therefore it almost defies being outlined. 

 

Robert Law says this: 

The Epistle works with a comparatively small number of themes, which are introduced many 

times, and are brought into every possible relation to one another. As some master-builder of 

music takes two or three melodious phrases and, introducing them in due order, repeating 

them, inverting them, skillfully interlacing them in diverse modes and keys, rears up from them 

an edifice of stately harmonies; so the Apostle weaves together a few leading ideas into a 

majestic fugue in which unity of material and variety of tone and effect are wonderfully 

blended. And the clue to the structure of the Epistle will be found by tracing the introduction and 

reappearances of these leading themes. 

 

These are Righteousness, Love, and Belief.4 

                                                           
3 Osborne, G., Philip W. Comfort. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 13: John and 1, 2, and 3 

John (p. 323). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

4 Law, R. (1909). The Tests of Life: A Study of the First Epistle of St. John (p. 5). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Page.p+323&off=2251&ctx=a+Minor+and+beyond.%0a~John%E2%80%99s+first+epistle
https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Page.p+323&off=2251&ctx=a+Minor+and+beyond.%0a~John%E2%80%99s+first+epistle
https://ref.ly/logosres/1ejohnlaw?ref=Page.p+5&off=871&ctx=od+as+contrapuntal.+~The+Epistle+works+wi
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The Tests 

There are several tests in 1 John. 

 

Why does John give us these tests? 

 

James Montgomery Boice says: 

“A person can claim a certainty that is in fact unfounded. Or, to put it in John’s words, he can 

claim to be a child of God when actually he is not. How can a person who claims to be a believer 

guard against such presumption? 

 

In answer to this problem John offers three tests which in one form or another are repeated 

throughout the letter.  

 

Some see the Moral or Righteous test, the social or Love test and the doctrinal or belief test. 

 

The purpose of the tests it to challenge our presumptions about ourselves and to test false 

teachers.  

 

I mentioned in the sermon last Sunday about the deceitfulness of sin and how we can be prone 

to self-deception. 

 

Q: Is it possible to carry our bible around, even read the bible everyday and do devotions, 

listen to sermons and claim to be Christians and yet live completely in defiance of the 

clear teaching of the bible? How? By being self deceived. 

How do we know if we are truly saved and living a life that is godly? 

 

A: John provides us with impartial/practical tests that we can apply to ourselves and 

teachers that rise up. 

 

Writing Style 

John’s Semitic thought pattern and writing style are revealed in his use of “and” to connect 

ideas as well as his interweaving of themes throughout the work. “Classical Greek sentences 

show careful structure and balance with numerous subordinate clauses (compare Luke 1:1–4). 

Semitic Greek has many coordinate clauses that are short and often are connected by the 

conjunction and”. Thus, while writing in Greek, John is often thinking in Hebrew.5 

 

Hebrew Thematic Thought 

                                                           
5 Derickson, G. W. (2012). First, Second, and Third John. (H. W. House, W. H. Harris III, & A. W. Pitts, Eds.) 

(p. 31). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/eec83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn&off=50426&ctx=sing%E2%80%9D+(Brown%2c+117).+~John%E2%80%99s+Semitic+thoug
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John thinks in middle eastern thematic thought. 

● Western culture and Ancient Middle Eastern cultures thought differently. 

● The Greek culture influences us today still, and from Roman culture and thought. 

Our judicial and governmental system has its foundation in Gecko-Roman culture 

● Describe God; then show how ancient middles eastern did. 

  How does David describe God? Psalm 18:2 

   Rock = 30 times 

   Fortress = 5 times 

● Why this is important 

 John calls God is Light (1 John 1:5) 

 God is love (1 John 4:8) 

 Turn to: Difficult passages like 1 John 3:6 and 9; does not and cannot sin? 

We must approach these versus considering John’s thinking and not our western 

thinking. This verse, out of context, has led to the Sinless perfection heresy. 

 

Dualism 

A characteristic of John’s writing style involves his use of antithesis, or dualistic imagery. His 

dualism is expressed in the themes of light versus darkness, love versus hatred, and children of 

God versus children of the devil, lie versus the truth. 

 

John uses the same themes of light /darkness in the gospel of John 1:4-5 

 

A good example of this is John 8:48-59 and chapter 9, we see the contrast of blindness/having 

sight. 

 

John likes to divide the world into two opposite groups or effects with no intermediate options 

being offered. The theologian Brook Westcott said. “For him there is only light and darkness, 

and no twilight. He sees only ‘life’ and ‘death’”. 

 

He offers only opposite categories to his reader with no exceptions or mitigation. 

 

Usually the reader will find himself or herself unable to fit honestly into either category. Thus 

the “either-or” world created forces the reader into introspection and evaluation. 

 

The main theme of the tests seems to be aimed at discerning if we have “authentic 

faith”.  

 

I am switching outlines because while studying I came across an outline I like a lot 

better, by Steven J. Cole, pastor of Flagstaff Christian Fellowship. He has a Th.M. in Bible 

exposition from Dallas Theological Seminary. 
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He asks: Have you bought into true Christianity, or could your faith be a cheap, phony 

substitute? John gives you three test questions: 

1. The doctrinal or belief test: Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, come in the flesh? 

2. The moral or righteousness test: Does your life reflect growing obedience to 

Christ? 

3. The relational or love test: Does your life reflect growing, practical love for 

others? 

 

The goal of the tests is to reveal that: 

 

We can be assured of the authenticity of our faith if we enjoy fellowship with God 

based on the truth about Jesus Christ, resulting in a lifestyle of obedience and love 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why are theological errors significant? How can we know which errors are 

serious and which are relatively minor? 

2. Why is it important to be clear about the biblical truth concerning the person 

and work of Jesus Christ? 

3. Why must the theological and the ethical always be wed? What can happen 

when they’re separated? 

4. Is assurance a once and for all thing, or something that you grow in? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 2 – 1 John 1:1-4 
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1. Authentic faith enjoys fellowship with the Father and the Son (1:1-2:2). 

A. Prologue: the apostolic witness to Jesus Christ should lead us into authentic 

fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ and other believers (1:1-

4). 

 

THE STORY OF MY WATCH 

I wanted a Casio G-Shock watch and I found one that was brand new on eBay for a very 

good price. I bought it and when it arrived it looked perfect. 

It had a little solar panel that would charge the watch and make the battery last for 

years and years. 

The problem was, the watch would not turn on. 

I read on-line that possibly the watch needed to be left in the sun for a day or so to fully 

charge the battery. 

I did that…for like three days - still the watch did not work. 

I finally took it to a Casio store to be worked on. 

They took it apart and told me that it was a display watch and that there were no 

internal components. I was able to get my money back. 

 

But what I learned was that just because something LOOKS authentic doesn’t mean it IS 

authentic. 

That’s the message of 1 John; how to determine if our faith is authentic and to be able 

to distinguish between authentic and false teachers. 

 

We can be assured of the authenticity of our faith if we enjoy fellowship with God 

based on the truth about Jesus Christ, resulting in a lifestyle of obedience and love 

 

The watch that I bought looked like the real thing, but it wasn’t. It was an imitation of a 

watch. It looked good on the outside, but when the watch repair guy opened it up he 

could see it wasn’t real. 

 

If I wore it on my wrist, people would think I had a functioning, G-Shock watch, but it 

wouldn’t have kept time. It was counterfeit. 

 

How can we know that the Jesus we worship and the gospel we hold to message is 

genuine and not counterfeit? 

 

That’s what John is going to set up. He starts this letter by immediately attesting to the 

validity of his witness to the real Jesus.  

 

Part of the idea of Home Group is having a time of “Fellowship”. 

http://-2:2/
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When we say fellowship, in the context of the church, what do we mean? 

 

Sense of participation fellowship – the act of sharing in the activities or privileges of an 

intimate association or group; especially used of marriage or churches. 

 

John MacArthur says: 

The word rendered fellowship, the familiar Greek term koinonia, signifies a mutual 

participation in a common cause or shared life6 

 

Unsaved friends – fellowship or no? 

 

What we are going to see is that true fellowship, in the biblical sense, is founded on the 

correct understating of who Jesus Christ is and our relationship to Him. 

 

The first section of 1 John is the prolog; verses 1 to 4. 

 

VERSUS 1-4 - Read 

 

Instead of a salutation, John opens this letter with a description of Jesus Christ. 

Look at the opening verse of 2 John and 3 John: these contain a “from” and “to”. 

 

Look at John’s other books: The Gospel (John 1:1-4) and Revelation (Revelation 1:1-8); 

they both open with a description of Jesus Christ also. 

 

For John the central emphasis is always Jesus Christ. 

 

This prolog to 1 John is very confusing grammar-wise. 

Clearly Jesus is talked about, but never named directly. 

Clearly the gospel message is talked about, but the word “gospel” is not used. 

 

The theologian C. H. Dodd called these first four verses a “grammatical tangle”. 

 

The main verb does not occur until verse 3 (we proclaim), and it shows that this preface 

is concerned essentially with the apostolic proclamation of the gospel—what it was, and 

why it was made. 

 

                                                           
6 MacArthur, J. (2007). 1, 2, 3 John (p. 18). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcepjn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.3b&off=421&ctx=.+10:25%3b+12:22%E2%80%9324).+~The+word+rendered+fe
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Verse 2  - notice how it is set apart by dashes “-“. Some commentators take this to see 

verse 2 as a parenthesis, but the editors of the NASB and NKJV and the ESV don’t use 

parenthesis’s they use dashes. So, verse 2 is set apart in some way. 

 

I think you can see it as a parenthesis or as a clarification of “the word of life”, explaining 

how that which was from the beginning could have been heard, seen and handled, 

namely because the life was manifested. 

 

Another interesting editorial instance occurs with the capitalization on “word of life”. 

The editors of the NASB and the NKJV are split on what “the word of life” is referring to; 

is it to Jesus Christ or to His message? 

The ESV doesn’t capitalize pronouns to stay of this sort debate. 

 

Commentators, equally, are split. Some take “the word of life” as referring to the gospel 

message, some take this phrase to refer to Jesus Christ personally. 

Since the Word of Life is clarified in the parenthesis of verse 2 and that is clearly talking 

about Jesus personally, I lean to the Word of Life referring to the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

However, if you take the other view; that “word of life” refers to the gospel message 

(and there are good arguments for doing so), you end up in the same place anyway. 

 

A proponent of this view; John R. W. Stott, wrote: 

 

“this ‘word of life’ is the general subject of the apostolic proclamation, the particular 

emphasis of which concerns that which was from the beginning, which we have heard … 

seen … and … touched. In other words, what the apostle stresses in his proclamation of 

the gospel is the historical manifestation of the eternal.” 

 

So, you end up back to the person of the gospel anyway. 

 

Another  interesting thing  is; “The eternal life” is clearly referring to Jesus, but is not 

capitalized in the NASB or NKJV. 

 

 

Verses 3, and verse 4, describe the purposes, immediate and ultimate, of the apostolic 

proclamation, namely, so that you also may have fellowship with us and to make our joy 

complete.  

 

This fellowship is predicated on a biblical understanding of the nature of Jesus Christ. 

One of the false teachings that John is addressing in this letter involves the nature of 

Jesus Christ; attacks on His humanity mainly.  
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The Jesus being taught by false teachers was a counterfeit Jesus. It was an imitation 

Jesus. 

 

When you trace the roots of the Christian based cults, like Jehovah Witnesses, Seven 

Day Adventists, Mormonism, Christian Science, you name it: they always, always got off 

the rails through a false view of the person and work of Jesus Christ. Get Christ wrong 

and everything else will be wrong too. 

 

Satan is actively trying to bruise Christ’s heel. If he can lead people astray on who Christ 

really is and His work; then they will be ineffectual and will not be true fellowship with 

God. Which is the only way Satan can attack God – through God’s creation - us. 

 

So, right out of the gate John begins by establishing what the apostolic witness is about 

the person and work of Christ in five ways: The Word of Life is: Immutable, historical, 

communicable, relational, and joyful. 

 

a. Immutable (1a) 

 

The apostolic message of the gospel and about Jesus Himself has not changed. It 

is the same message that has been proclaimed from the earliest days of the 

gospel. Also, the emphasis of the rest of verse 1 is on Christ’s humanity. So, 

John’s point would be that his message is not the new message of the false 

teachers were promoting about the person and work of Christ. Rather, it is the 

old message, which has been proclaimed from the earliest days of Christ’s 

ministry. It is the same message that his readers had heard and believed from 

the beginning of their Christian experience. 

 

John is countering the false teaching that has arisen within the church. 

We can see him elaborate on this further in 2:7 and through verse 11. 

 

The message hasn’t changed because Christ Himself doesn’t change; look at 

Hebrews 13:8 

(8)  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

The context of that verse is sandwiched between a call to imitate solid faith and 

countering false teaching.  

 

False teaching can be spotted more easily when we compare the new teaching’s 

view of Christ against the established truth of Christ that was first handed down 

by the Apostolic eye witnesses. 
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Jude appealed to the immutability of Christ and the message of the gospel in 

Jude 1:3 

 

(3)  Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 

salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 

that was once for all delivered to the saints. 

 

Jude’s contention is that the message of the gospel was given “once for all” 

meaning it hasn’t changed and it won’t change in the future. 

There is only one saving, genuine gospel. 

 

Paul also had the same warning to the church in Galatia, warning about those 

that would change the gospel that was has already been given: 

 

Gal 1:6-9 

(6)  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the 

grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 

(7)  not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want 

to distort the gospel of Christ. 

(8)  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 

(9)  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a 

gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 

 

The message of the gospel and the person of Jesus Christ are immutable. 

 

Why is it important that Jesus Christ and the gospel message doesn’t change? 

 

Jesus Christ and the gospel are immutable and any new teaching that arises that 

contradicts the apostolic witness we have written down can be rejected out of 

hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Historical (1:1b – 1:2a) 

 

(1)  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life— 



James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  15 | 145 

(2)  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it  

 

John says that he is a personal witness to the physical reality of Jesus Christ, and 

not only him, but all the disciples. 

 

2Pe 1:16 

(16)  For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 

 

John says they heard, physically seen, physically touched, and that Jesus was 

manifested or revealed in the flesh. 

 

This means that John witnessed Jesus Christ personally, so you can believe what 

he says about him. He didn’t get his information about Christ second hand – he 

has firsthand, personal knowledge and experience with Jesus Christ. 

 

And it wasn’t a metaphorical “seeing” or “touching” it was a physical one. John 

emphasizes this by saying “seen WITH OUR EYES” and “touched WITH OUR 

HANDS” – he’s emphasizing Jesus was really a flesh and blood person that could 

be seen and touched or handled. 

 

This requires that Jesus had a physical human, fleshly body – not a spiritual body. 

Remember the false teachers were teaching that since matter is evil and spirit is 

good, Jesus didn’t have a fleshly body, only a spiritual body that appeared to be 

a fleshly body. 

 

But John counters this by his firsthand experience with Jesus and with the 

physicality of Jesus. 

 

Why is it important that Jesus had a physical flesh and bone body? 

 

c. Communicable (1:2b – 1:3a) 

 

Look at the second half of verse two to the first half of verse 3: 

 

“and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 

and was made manifest to us— 

(3)  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,” 

 

Jesus Christ is Communicable meaning He can be described and preached. 
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The historical manifestation of Jesus Christ was proclaimed, not monopolized. 

The revelation was given to the few for the many. They were to dispense it to 

the world7 

  

 The word “proclaim” there means “to announce” or “declare”. 

 He wasn’t a secret to be dispensed to only a privileged few, Jesus Christ is for 

everyone.  

 

 How would you describe ‘eternal life’? 

 Eternal life is a person.  

Here in verse 2, we’re told that Christ is “the eternal life”. 

  

 John 11:25 

(25)  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live, 

 

 Eternal life is personalized in Jesus Christ. 

 

 What is the implication for us today that Jesus Christ eternal life is 

communicable? 

 

d. Relational (1:3b) 

 

Also Christ is relational. 

 

Notice here that John gives us the first reason for writing this letter: 

 

“so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 

 

Given what we said earlier about “fellowship”; it is more than just associating 

with; it carries the deeper meaning of a shared life around Jesus. Believers are to 

have this shared life with one another. 

 

Likewise, relationship with Christ isn’t just to be a head knowledge of who He is; 

we are to be in a shared life with Him. There is an experiential component to our 

relationship with Christ. 

                                                           
7 MacArthur, J. (2007). 1, 2, 3 John (p. 18). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcepjn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.2b-3a&off=1557&ctx=is+key+perspective:%0a~The+historical+manif
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Remember, John is establishing what true fellowship is, since it has been broken 

or called into question by the Gnostic teachers. 

 

The Bible does not talk about “this fellowship” and “that fellowship.” There is 

but one fellowship, as there is but one body of Christ8 

 

Eph 4:4-6 

(4)  There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 

that belongs to your call— 

(5)  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

(6)  one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

We a common fellowship with all believers everywhere because there is one 

Lord and one Savior. 

 

We can’t see him, touch him or handle him physically like John did, but  

How can we come to experientially know Christ? 

 

By living in dependence on Him and seeing Him work in our lives. 

By evidences of the Holy Spirit in us. 

 

The final description of the apostolic witness about the person and work of 

Christ is: 

 

e.    Joyful (1:4) 

 

Now John gives us the second reason that he is writing this letter: 

 

“And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.” 

 

Here we have the first variant reading. If you have NKJV or KJV it says “your” joy, 

most others say “our” joy. 

 

Both readings have good manuscript support and arguments; there is no 

consensus on one over the other. 

 

                                                           
8 Osborne, G., Philip W. Comfort. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 13: John and 1, 2, and 3 

John (p. 332). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.1-4&off=10309&ctx=d+and+so+sectarian%3f+~The+Bible+does+not+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.1-4&off=10309&ctx=d+and+so+sectarian%3f+~The+Bible+does+not+t
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If you take the “your” joy position, then the fellowship with other believers and 

with Christ brings a sense of joy. 

 

If you take the “our” joy position then the joy is the universal joy of John, the 

disciples and all believers. 

 

Ultimately they mean the same thing, so either is acceptable, it doesn’t change 

the meaning of the passage. 

 

The important thing is that fellowship is founded on a correct understanding of 

who Jesus Christ is and this fellowship brings joy to a believer. 

 

 What about fellowship believers and with Christ brings you joy? 

 

The theologian and writer D. Martin Lloyd-Jones said in his book “Life of Christ”: 

 

“Joy is something very deep and profound, something that affects the whole and 

entire personality. In other words it comes to this; there is only one thing that can 

give true joy and that is contemplation of the Lord Jesus Christ. He satisfies my 

mind; He satisfies my emotions; He satisfies my every desire. He and His great 

salvation include the whole personality and nothing less, and in Him I am 

complete. Joy, in other words, is the response and the reaction of the soul to a 

knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

The implication of verses 1 through 4 is that the apostolic witness to Jesus Christ should 

lead us into authentic fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ and other 

Christians. 

 

John and the other Apostles were eye witnesses to Jesus Christ and the message they 

are proclaiming is reliable; countering any notion that somehow Christ did not have a 

real body, or that the gospel changed somehow from what was first preached by the 

disciples. 

 

To have a right faith you must have a right, biblical understanding of who Jesus Christ 

really is because as we will see next week; a false view of Christ and His work leads to a 

false fellowship. 
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LESSON 3 – 1 John 1:5-7 

 

Last week, in the prologue of verses 1 through 4, we saw that: 

“the apostolic witness to Jesus Christ should lead us into authentic fellowship with the Father 

and with His Son Jesus Christ and other believers”. 
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We saw John was establishing his and the other apostle’s testimony about Jesus as valid and 

that the person of Christ that they proclaimed and the message of the gospel that they 

proclaimed has not changed and is the truth; this was in response to certain elements of the 

false teachers’ message and their gnostic views of Christ. 

 

This next section of 1 John is verses 5 – chapter 2, verse 2. 

This next section’s theme is “the practice of authentic fellowship requires walking in the light, 

relating to the holy God through the blood of Jesus Christ, our Advocate” 

 

John is going to challenge the believers to examine, not only their own walk and claims of 

fellowship with God, but to examine the claims of the false teachers. 

 

[Read 1:5-2:2] 

 

Let’s go back to verse 5: 

 

Gold is a precious, valuable metal. 

Our country used to be on what was called “the gold standard” meaning our currency 

was backed by physical gold. 

The purpose of being on the gold standard was to guarantee the value of our currency, 

basically. 

 

We have all heard the phrase “the gold standard” when comparing something. 

It is the ultimate example of something which others are judged or measured against. 

In the Olympics the competitors strive to win the gold medal. 

It denotes the fastest or best performance. 

We will sometimes say; ‘this car is the gold standard in luxury’ or something similar. 

Meaning all other luxury cars are compared to this one’s luxury. 

 

Since the phrase "gold standard" refers to the actual exchange of a currency for gold, 

guaranteeing its value, any "gold standard" item has thus been used to refer to a 

benchmark of the highest quality. 

 

In verses 1-4, John opens the first epistle with a proclamation that the apostolic witness 

to Jesus Christ should lead us into authentic fellowship with the Father and with His Son 

Jesus Christ. 
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“Christianity is not, at its core, the observance of rituals or rules. Rather, it is a walk of 

personal fellowship with the living God.”9 

 

And he refutes the error that false teachers have brought in that somehow Christ was a 

spirit and did not have a body, and that true spirituality required some special 

knowledge available only to a select few. 

 

He starts off the next section, by expanding on what it means to have true fellowship 

with God. And he does this by first giving us the gold standard – he sets the benchmark, 

by first describing God. 

 

The Character of God - Verse 5 

(5)  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 

and in him is no darkness at all. 

 

With this verse John establishes God’s character. 

John is thinking in middles eastern thought and is using a typical word picture to 

describe God – “Light”. 

He doesn’t go into a list of descriptive qualities, he instead uses one word – “light”. 

 

John is relaying the message that he got from Jesus Himself regarding the Father’s 

character. 

 

What is John trying to convey to us about God with this description? 

 

In Scripture, “light” may refer to God as the source of knowledge, illumination, or 

guidance. It may point to God’s glory and that He is unapproachable, infinite, 

unchangeable, and omnipresent. But here, the main idea is that He is holy. This is 

indicated by the negative explanation, “and in Him there is no darkness at all.” 

 

These two spheres; ‘light’ and ‘darkness’ are moral spheres. 

 

In John 3:19, Jesus used the moral spheres of light and darkness when He said; 

(19)  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 

darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 

 

The description of God as “Light” denotes; righteousness and holiness. 

So, right away we are confronted with the holiness of God. 

                                                           
9
 Cole, Steven J. Th.M. (2013) 1 John series https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-4-how-have-fellowship-god-1-john-

15-10 
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The holiness of God is the gold standard, when comparing righteousness.  

 

To have fellowship with God, we must start with His authoritative revelation in His 

Word. 

 

We can compare ourselves to others and come away with the opinion; ‘at least I’m not 

as bad as Charles Manson’ – and we’d be right. 

But my holiness and your holiness – whatever level we’re at, falls short when compared 

against the gold standard of God’s Holiness. 

 

God is absolutely holy. 

 

What does it mean that God is Holy? 

 

The holiness of God really has two aspects; a primary and a secondary. 

The secondary aspect is the one I think most of us think of when we think of God’s 

holiness and that’s Moral Purity. And that is a major component, but the primary 

meaning of “Holy” means “set apart”, it means to be distinct, separate, in a class by 

oneself; in God’s case it emphasizes His uniqueness. The word means “other”; God is 

“other”. 

 

That’s what Deuteronomy 6:4 is really saying: 

 

(4)  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

 

The meaning is, The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 

The Lord alone is God, there is no other God besides the Lord. He is unique and one of a 

kind. 

 

Ryrie says: 

Verse 4 is subject to various translations, though the statement is likely stressing the 

uniqueness of Yahweh and should be translated, “The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.” A 

secondary emphasis, His indivisibility, is apparent in most English translations. The Lord’s 

uniqueness precludes the worship of any other and demands a total love commitment10 

 

In Isaiah 42:8 God says: 

                                                           
10 Ryrie, C. C. (1995). Ryrie study Bible: New American Standard Bible, 1995 update (Expanded ed., p. 

285). Chicago: Moody Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ryriesbn-nas?ref=Bible.Dt6.4&off=349&ctx=d+night+(cf.+v.+7).+~Verse+4+is+subject+t
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(8)  I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved 

idols. 

 

God is absolutely distinct and unique, there is none like Him; in fact He isn’t just Holy; 

Isaiah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8 say “holy, holy, holy is the LORD” 

 

They say “holy” three times to express and compound that truth that there is none 

other than God. He alone is worthy of worship. 

 

Like I said; God’s holiness also includes the idea of moral perfection, which pervades 

every other characteristic. God’s love isn’t just love; it’s perfect holy love, His mercy is a 

perfect holy mercy, and His wrath is a perfect holy wrath. 

 

There is a list on the internet called the top ten phobias or fears. 

There is the fear of holes believe it or not, the fear of flying, fear of heights; but the 

number one fear is spiders, arachnophobia. 

 

Xenophobia: “Xenophobia is derived from the Greek word ‘Xenos’ meaning “foreigner 

or stranger” and Phobos which means ‘morbid fear’. Xenophobia is the irrational 

sensation of fear experienced about a person or a group of persons as well as situations 

that are perceived as strange or foreign. It is the fear of anything that is beyond one’s 

comfort zone”. 

 

The Holiness of God provokes a fear of Him. Because He is so outside our experience, so 

different from us, it can and should produce an amount of fear. We are to “fear the 

Lord”; the fear is a reverential awe of His differentness. 

 

Old Testament example: Exodus 20:18-19 

(18)  Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the 

sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, 

and they stood far off 

(19)  and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to 

us, lest we die.” 

 

This is a fear of the awesomeness, the absolute holiness of God when manifested to 

people. 

 

Now turn to Mark 4:35 

The disciples were the boat and a storm arose and they became afraid because their 

lives were in danger. They call on Jesus to save them. 
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They must have been expecting Jesus to direct them which way to row or how to 

stabilize the boat but instead He rebuked the wind and sea and everything became 

calm. 

 

Who has the power to calm a storm? Only one…God. Jesus is revealed as unique among 

men because He embodies the authority and power of God. Since the Lord alone is God; 

who is Jesus? God. Jesus is displaying His divinity. 

 

And what does the text say these men, confronted with the unworldliness, the obvious 

divinity of Jesus, felt? 

 

Instead of rejoicing and being filled with relief what does the text say? They were filled 

with great fear. Before, when their lives were in danger, they were afraid; now being in 

the presence of the Holiness of Christ, their fear actually increased. 

 

Coming into contact with the holiness of God causes fear. 

 

What’s interesting is that in chapter 4 verse 8, John says “God is Love”. 

But before we get to ‘God is love’ we first must understand that ‘God is Light, God is 

Holy’. 

 

In Leviticus 11:44 God said: 

For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. 

You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground. 

 

Peter quotes that command in 1Peter 1:16  

since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

 

We, as Christians, God’s people are to be holy, AS HE IS HOLY. 

What is God saying when He commands us to be Holy like He is Holy? 

 

I think there are two aspects to it, just as there are two aspects to God’s holiness. 

The first is; we are to be sperate from the world, distinct, a peculiar people.  

I like that descriptor because it means “strange”, “unusual” and different from other 

people. We are to be set apart and be unlike non-Christians. 

 

That’s the great failing of the seeker sensitive movement; it’s focus is to attempt to 

grow the body of Christ by being more like the world. But the bible says we are to be 

more unlike the world. 

 

2Co 6:14-16a 
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(14)  Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 

righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 

(15)  What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an 

unbeliever? 

(16)  What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the 

living God; …” 

 

We are not just to be different for different’s sake; we are to be doing the will of God, as 

revealed in Scripture. We are to be separated unto God; devoted to His service. 

 

1 Peter 2:9; Ephesians 2:10; Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:13 

 

And the second aspect of Holiness is moral purity; keeping oneself unspotted by the 

world. 

 

James sums these up James 1:27 

(27)  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

 

Now, with God’s holiness in mind; John then moves into refuting false teaching that 

contradicts God’s holiness. 

 

Boice says: 

“John’s definition of God as light is followed by a denial of three false claims in which the 

reader is probably right in hearing an echo of the erroneous teachings of the Gnostics. 

These men claimed to have entered into a higher fellowship with God than was known 

by most other Christians. They professed great things, but there was a flaw in their 

profession. They claimed to know God; but even as they made their claims, they showed 

by their actions that they failed to take sin, which is opposed to the nature of God, 

seriously”.11 

 

Each of the false claims begins with “if we say...” 

Here, I believe, the “we” is self-reflective meaning the reader is to evaluate their own 

claims, but I think the larger target are the claims of the false teachers. He is getting the 

readers to evaluate the false teachers claims of fellowship. 

 

                                                           
11 Boice, J. M. (2004). The Epistles of John: an expositional commentary (p. 30). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.6-7&off=27&ctx=st+Denial+(vv.+6%E2%80%937)%0a~John%E2%80%99s+definition+of
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One way to look at the warning is to say that those walking in darkness are not saved, 

which possibly the false teachers fell into that group. 

 

The other way to look at verse 6 is to ask ourselves can a born-again Christian can 

unknowingly or knowingly walk in darkness? Yes, at least for a short time as some of the 

Corinthian church did. 

 

When it comes to are these types of statements and the tests of ‘doctrine’, ‘obedience’ 

and ‘love’ that we will see later; the question is: are they referring to ‘salvation’ or 

‘fellowship’? I don’t see it as an either / or. I think both aspects have legitimacy. 

 

It appears one of the main reasons for the tests is to expose the false teachers and their 

heresy, but I also see a secondary motive that is to cause believers to examine their walk 

to see if they are truly in fellowship with God; to see if they need to make course 

adjustments to their walk. 

I say this because of verse 9 – where we are to confess our sins. 

 

But what we learn by John’s refutation of the false denials is that to have fellowship 

with the holy God, we must walk in the light, confessing our sins. 

 

We come to the first false claim or false denial: 

First Denial – Verses 6 

(6)  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. 

 

This first denial is the denial that sin breaks our fellowship with God. 

 

In Verse 5 John stated, “God is Light”, referring to His absolute holiness. 

He uses that same light / darkness motif then to describe personal holiness in verse 6 

and 7. 

To walk in darkness is to live contrary to the Holiness of God. 

God’s holiness is the ‘gold standard’. 

 

What does “walk” mean, in this context? 

 

I like this definition: 

“to live or behave in a customary manner, with possible focus upon continuity of 

action”12 
                                                           
12 Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic 

domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 504). New York: United Bible Societies. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/louwnida?ref=LouwNida.41.11&off=33&ctx=%CF%84%CE%B5%CC%81%CF%89b%3b+%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%81%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B1%CE%B9d:+~to+live+or+behave+in
https://ref.ly/logosres/louwnida?ref=LouwNida.41.11&off=33&ctx=%CF%84%CE%B5%CC%81%CF%89b%3b+%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%81%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B1%CE%B9d:+~to+live+or+behave+in
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I like it because it stresses the general, everyday way we live; our norm. 

 

The verb walk in verse 6 is in present tense, this denotes… 

action in process or a state of being with no assessment of the action’s completion13 - in 

other words it is an ongoing continuous action. 

 

It is also subjunctive, meaning it… 

presents the verbal action as being probable or intentional14 

 

So, this walking or living, is an intentional, definite, ongoing lifestyle. 

When John says “walk in darkness” he is talking about a consistent continuous lifestyle 

that contrasts with God’s holiness. 

John is NOT saying that a Christian struggling with sin is in darkness. He is referring to 

someone who lives in sin and condones his own sin and is not struggling with it. A 

Christian will sin, and even struggle with it, but can confess it and be cleansed. 

 

The main target here are the false teachers who deny that how we live our lives effect 

our fellowship with God. 

 

Isaiah 5:20-21 

(20)  Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and 

light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

(21)  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And prudent in their own sight! 

 

John is referring to someone who is knowingly and as a normal aspect of their life, living 

in direct opposition to the revealed character and will of God. 

This is in response to a form of antinomianism 

 

What is antinomianism? 

 

The word antinomianism comes from two Greek words, anti, meaning "against"; and 

nomos, meaning "law." Antinomianism means “against the law.” Theologically, 

antinomianism is the belief that there are no moral laws God expects Christians to obey. 

 

                                                           
13 Heiser, M. S., & Setterholm, V. M. (2013; 2013). Glossary of Morpho-Syntactic Database Terminology. 

Lexham Press. 

14 Heiser, M. S., & Setterholm, V. M. (2013; 2013). Glossary of Morpho-Syntactic Database Terminology. 

Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/morphglosses?ref=morph-field.fr-morph%2bel.tense.present&off=10&ctx=present+%E2%80%94+~The+verb+tense+where+the+write
https://ref.ly/logosres/morphglosses?ref=morph-field.fr-morph%2bel.mood.subjunctive&off=14&ctx=subjunctive+%E2%80%94+~The+mood+that+normally+pre
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Antinomianism takes a biblical teaching to an unbiblical conclusion. 

The biblical teaching is that Christians are not required to observe the Old Testament 

Law as a means of salvation. When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He fulfilled the Old 

Testament Law. The unbiblical conclusion is that there is no moral law God expects 

Christians to obey. 

 

The belief was; since we are not bound by law, Christians can live however they want 

and sin however they want, and it would not affect their relationship with God. 

 

John is saying to live in wanton sin and still claim to be in fellowship with God, is a lie. 

That person is in no relationship with God at all. 

 

A saved, re-born, truly regenerate person wants to please God. 

To want to please God and live for Him means we take on some of the communicable 

characteristics of God. 

 

What do I mean by communicable characteristics of God? 

 

Peter quoted Leviticus 11:44, when we wrote: (1Pe 1:14-16) 

(14)  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 

ignorance, 

(15)  but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

(16)  since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

 

Given what we saw earlier about God’s Holiness; how do we be holy? 

By living lives separated and devoted to God; not devoted to the things opposed to God 

or His character. Emulating His moral purity. 

 

 

Paul addressed the concern about sinning while in a state of grace in  

Romans 6:1-2 

(1)  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 

(2)  By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 

 

And again in Ephesians 5:8 

(8)  for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light. 

 

A true child of God cannot legitimately claim to have fellowship with God and at the 

same time deny God’s holiness by living in unbridled, self-condoning sin, in opposition 

to the revealed character of God, like the false teachers were claiming. 
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As Christians, how we live our lives does matter because we are, as Paul said in 2 

Corinthians 5:20, ambassadors of Christ, appealing to the world the gospel message. 

 

The point is though that to claim to have fellowship with God and live a life that is 

contrary to God’s holiness makes that claim a lie. 

 

Now look at verse 7: 

(7)  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

The error having been refuted, John now affirms a complementary truth. He has shown 

the consequence of walking in darkness; he now describes what happens when we walk 

in the light.  

 

First, “we have fellowship with one another” 

 

The interesting thing is that we would expect, because verse 6 is referring to fellowship 

with God the Father, that verse 7 would say something like: “if we walk in the light as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship with Him”; but it doesn’t it says with “one another”. 

 

Some have taken this “one another” to refer to God the Father and God the Son. Some 

have taken this to refer to other believers. However -  

It is likely that he intends to refer to both by use of a double entendre. This fellowship is 

with both God and other believers. Because of the singular “Him” before this, John is 

clearly referring to God the Father and not including Jesus at this point. Though by this 

he is not denying that the Christian does have fellowship with Jesus, in this instance the 

focus is on the Christian’s relationship with God the Father. This is further evident in that 

Jesus’ role in this verse, and later in 2:1–2 as our Paraclete, is that of enabling us to 

commune with the Father15 

 

When we walk in the light or in concert with God’s holiness we can claim a genuine 

fellowship both with God the Father and with other believers. 

 

The second result of walking in the light is “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin” 

 

                                                           
15 Derickson, G. W. (2012). First, Second, and Third John. (H. W. House, W. H. Harris III, & A. W. Pitts, 

Eds.) (pp. 101–102). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/eec83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.7&off=7016&ctx=lengrebel%2c+27).+(3)+~It+is+likely+that+he
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Boice says: 

“The fact that John speaks of cleansing from sin, using the present tense of the verb, 

indicates that he does not understand “walking in the light” to mean perfection. Rather, 

he means a genuine and continuous pursuit of holiness out of which increased fellowship 

with other Christians and confession of sin will come. It is this that must characterize all 

who know God”.16 

 

The verb “cleanses” suggests that God does more than forgive; he erases the stain of 

sin. And the present tense shows that it is a continuous process. 

 

What are some ways that we can strive to live a life characterized by holiness? 

 

A life of prayer, being in the word daily, purposeful fellowship with other believers, 

applying the admonitions of scriptures, striving for consistency between our talk and 

our walk. 

 

Knowing it’s a process. 

 

On the other hand, we can apply the warnings of verse 6 to the false teachers. Did their 

walk, their lifestyle match the holiness of God? 

John is saying you can spot them by what they claim and then how they live. 

 

Jesus warns about false prophets the same way: 

 

 

 

Mat 7:15-20 

(15)  “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves. 

(16)  You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or 

figs from thistles? 

(17)  So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 

(18)  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 

(19)  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

(20)  Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

 

                                                           
16 Boice, J. M. (2004). The Epistles of John: an expositional commentary (p. 31). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.6-7&off=2848&ctx=he+ways+of+life.%EF%BB%BF2%EF%BB%BF%0a~The+contrast+to+a+cl
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A life that is in contrast to the holiness of God, characterized by continuous, purposeful 

sin, spent in darkness cannot claim to be in fellowship with God – their fruit exposes 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 4 – 1 John 1:8 – 10 

 

We saw in verses 1 through 4 that John refutes the error that false teachers have 

brought in that somehow Christ was a spirit and did not have a body, and that true 

spirituality required some special knowledge available only to a select few. 

 

He starts off the next section, by expanding on what it means to have true fellowship 

with God. And he does this by first giving us the gold standard – he sets the benchmark, 

by first describing God. 
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He says in verse 5 “God is Light”. 

What is the principle meaning that “God is Light”? What characteristic of God is John 

mainly focusing on? 

The holiness of God. 

The secondary meaning is the moral purity of God. 

 

The primary meaning of “Holy” means “set apart”, it means to be distinct, separate, in a 

class by oneself; in God’s case it emphasizes His uniqueness.  

 

We see the same thing in referring to Jesus Christ: 

 

John 3:16 

(16)  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

In the ESV it says “only” Son. The NASB, NKJV and KJV say “only begotten” Son.  The NLT, 

NIV and HSCB say “one and only” Son. 

 

The Greek word being translated is “monogenes” and is translated in Luke 7:12 referring 

to the only son of his mother; Luke 8:42, the only daughter of Jairus; and Luke 9:38, of 

the demoniac boy17 

 

It’s a difficult translation issue because the English doesn’t quite capture the intent the 

way John means it, with a single word or two. 

 

John alone uses monogenḗs to describe the relation of Jesus to God the Father, 

presenting Him as the unique one, the only one (mónos) of a class or kind (génos),18 

 

The sense of the word is “unique; radically distinctive, without equal in a category”. 

 

So, when we read the ‘only’ Son; it can be confusing because when we are saved we are 

all sons / or children of God (Galatians 3:26, John 1:12, 1 John 3:1, 1 John 3:10, 1 John 

5:2). So, Jesus isn’t the only one in a that sense, but what the English is trying to get 

across with “only begotten” or “one and only” is the idea that Jesus is absolutely 

different and unique. 

                                                           
17 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 

Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 

18 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 

Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.3439&off=196&ctx=+one+of+the+family+(~Luke+7:12+referring+
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.3439&off=307&ctx=+the+demoniac+boy).%0a~John+alone+uses+mono
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Thus the word means “one-of-a-kind” and is reserved for Jesus in the Johannine 

literature of the NT. While all Christians are children of God (τέκνα θεοῦ, tekna theou), 

Jesus is God’s Son in a unique, one-of-a-kind sense. The word is used in this way in all its 

uses in the Gospel of John (1:14, 1:18, 3:16, and 3:18).19 

 

So, God’s holiness means His absolute differentness and uniqueness. There is none like 

Him; there is no other God than Him. He is God alone. 

There is none like Jesus, He also is unique and one of a kind. 

 

And we saw the reaction of fear when encountering His holiness. The same with Jesus. 

 

God is Light; God is Holy and to emphasize this John expands this with the flip side; “and 

in Him there is no darkness at all” 

He is all Light and zero darkness. 

 

That is the ‘gold standard’ of righteousness, against which all other righteousness must 

be compared against. 

 

Then in verses 6, 8 and 10 John gives us three heretical claims the false teachers were 

propagating; false denials. 

 

Each one begins with “If we say…”. 

This has led commentators to believe John is referring to his Christian audience as well 

as himself; and although I see that John is encouraging self-reflection, I think he is calling 

the flock to consider the claims of the false teachers compared to the truth that the 

apostles had delivered to them from the beginning. 

 

1. This first false denial is the denial that sin breaks our fellowship with God or to 

put it in the positive: “we can live in sin and still have fellowship with God”. This 

is a rebuke of antinomianism. 

 

What was antinomianism? 

 

Antinomianism means “against the law.” Theologically, antinomianism is the belief that 

there are no moral laws God expects Christians to obey. 

 

                                                           
19 Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible. 

Biblical Studies Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/gs-netbible?art=xjn.220&off=3&ctx=tn+~Although+this+word+is+often+translate
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The belief was; since we are not bound by law, Christians can live however they want 

and sin however they want, and it would not affect their relationship with God. 

 

John is saying to walk in darkness, and still claim to be in fellowship with God, is a lie. 

 

When John says “walk” what’s he referring to? 

 

How we live our lives. 

 

“Walk” is a metaphor then for “to live” or “behave”, it’s especially description because 

to walk is a process, it involves stepping one foot after the other, it involves continuous, 

repetitive, movement forward. 

 

That’s why I liked this definition:  “to live or behave in a customary manner, with 

possible focus upon continuity of action”20 

 

So, to walk in darkness wasn’t referring to stumbling or tripping now and again; it’s 

referring the repetitive, continuous nature of how we live. 

 

Then in verse 7 he gives the result the opposite of the false claim. In this case walking in 

the Light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and we are 

cleansed from sin by Jesus Christ. 

 

Notice that sin breaks fellowship; with both God and one another; but walking in the 

light restores and results in fellowship. 

 

Tonight, we look at verse 8 and we see the second false claim: 

 

1 John 1:8 

(8)  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 

2. This is the false claim of having a point of sinless perfection. 

 

This means either that the false teachers believed their sinful nature was 

eradicated, or they had morally progressed beyond their innate sinful condition, 

and so they were no longer capable of sinning. Either way, they were deceiving 

themselves. 

                                                           
20 Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic 

domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 504). New York: United Bible Societies. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/louwnida?ref=LouwNida.41.11&off=33&ctx=%CF%84%CE%B5%CC%81%CF%89b%3b+%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%81%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B1%CE%B9d:+~to+live+or+behave+in
https://ref.ly/logosres/louwnida?ref=LouwNida.41.11&off=33&ctx=%CF%84%CE%B5%CC%81%CF%89b%3b+%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B5%CF%85%CC%81%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B1%CE%B9d:+~to+live+or+behave+in
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This may have been part of the false teaching of the Gnostics that taught 

through the process of enlightenment you can progress to a sinless state. 

 

Today there is the false teaching of “complete” or “entire sanctification”. 

This is a teaching that a Christian can reach such a state of holiness that he or 

she ceases to sin in this life. 

 

What is the inherent danger in believing we no longer sin? 

 

To a make a claim that we are beyond sinning any more, John says, is self-

deception. 

The adherents to this false teaching believe they are reaching a higher spiritual 

plane, when in fact, they are denying the Holy Spirit’s work in them. 

 

R. C. Sproul put it this way: 

“To believe that we are sinless we must annul the standards of God’s Law. We 

must reduce the level of divine righteousness to the level of our own 

performance. We must lie to ourselves both about the Law of God and about our 

own obedience. To do that requires that we quench the Spirit when He seeks to 

convict us of sin. Persons who do that are not so much Spirit-filled as they are 

Spirit-quenchers.” 21 

 

By denying that they sin, they are in actuality quenching the Holy Spirit. 

 

There is an inherent danger in not acknowledging our sin. 

Our sin won’t keep us out of heaven; that has been paid for. But it does damage 

and hinder our fellowship with God and our sanctification process. 

 

This confession isn’t for God’s sake; it’s for our sake. 

David acknowledged His sin in Psalm 51:3 

(3)  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

 

We need to understand that we do still sin. Why? 

 

That’s why in 1 John 1:9, John again gives us the flip side to verse 8.  

 

1 John 1:9 

(9)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

                                                           
21

  The Heresy of Perfectionism, R.C. Sproul, https://www.ligonier.org/blog/heresy-perfectionism/ 

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/teacher/rc-sproul/
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Instead of denying that we sin, we are to realize we do and confess it – knowing the 

faithfulness of God that He will cleans us. 

 

Psa 32:1-5 

(1)  A Maskil of David. Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose 

sin is covered. 

(2)  Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose 

spirit there is no deceit. 

(3)  For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day 

long. 

(4)  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up 

as by the heat of summer. Selah 

(5)  I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Selah 

 

Christians aren’t to live in denial of sin, rather we understand we do sin and We 

need to confess our sin and turn from it, on a continual basis. 

 

Proverbs 28:13 

(13)  Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses 

and forsakes them will obtain mercy. 

 

When we are saved, at the very instant we are re-born, all our sins are forgiven. 

It’s important to note that they were not just forgiven in the sense that God says 

“oh, ok, never mind, I forgive you”. 

 

Sin requires a price and Christ bore that price. So, when we are placed “in Christ” 

we take on the position He has with the Father. 

His position is one of having paid completely and fully the cost and penalty of sin 

and totally appeased the wrath of God on sin. 

 

When we’re placed in Christ, all of our sin wasn’t forgiven in the sense of God 

just waiving the penalty, our sins were forgiven in that they were transferred to 

Christ and that penalty paid in full. 

 

Then we stand in His righteous state - in Him. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 says: 
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(21)  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

 

We can stand before the Father totally justified and totally reconciled; because 

Christ was totally justified and totally reconciled, and we are placed in Him. 

 

So, given all of that, and that we are forgiven all of our sins; past present and 

future – why do we have the need to continually confess our sins? 

 

Because unless we admit our sin and dependence on God, not just for our salvation but 

our sanctification, we won’t grow in Christlikeness, and stymie our spiritual maturity. 

 

 

 

We can’t hide from our sins. 

 

Num 32:23 

(23)  But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be 

sure your sin will find you out. 

 

Heb 4:12-13 

(12)  For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

(13)  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to 

the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

 

We can hide from ourselves and others, but we can’t hide our sin from God. 

 

To confess our acts of sin is to admit a sinful disposition. In response to 

confession, God is found faithful (reliable) and righteous (justly capable) to 

forgive and purge us from all defiling effects of our sins.22 

 

So, the first false claim was that “we can live in sin and still have fellowship with 

God”; Which John says is a lie. 

 

                                                           
22 Sauer, R. (2014). 1 John. In M. A. Rydelnik & M. Vanlaningham (Eds.), The moody bible commentary (p. 

1976). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/9780802490186?ref=Bible.1Jn1.9&off=5&ctx=ng+themselves.%0a1:9.+~To+confess+our+acts+
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The second false claim is “that we have no sin”, which John says is self-

deception, because we’re not deceiving God. 

 

Third Denial – Verse 10 

(10)  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

3. This is the false claim of having never sinned. 

 

Boice says: 

The third of the false claims is the most serious of all. It is the claim, not merely 

that the one making it is not sinning now, but that he has never sinned. This is 

indicated by a change of tense, from the present (“to be,” v. 8) to the aorist 

(“have not sinned,” v. 10). This is so blatant an affirmation in view of the 

evidences of sin that all men have in themselves that John drops the idea of 

deception and returns to the thought of lying once again. But now even this is 

strengthened. For John says not that the man himself lies, although this is also 

true, but that he makes God out to be a liar; for God has declared that all are 

sinners and in need of his grace (1 Kings 8:46; Ps. 14:2–3; Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:23). 

Who is right? The man who denies the reality of sin in general and in himself in 

particular, or God, who declares that all have sinned? There is only one answer. 

“Let God be true, and every man a liar” (Rom. 3:4).23 

 

One position is that this describes an unsaved person. A person who does not 

believe they ever sinned and therefore they would have nothing to be forgiven 

of. How can a person claim fellowship with God and at the same time deny the 

need for the sacrifice of the Son? They can’t; they’re not really saved despite 

their claims and what they say. 

 

Another view is this can be talking about a saved person who, because they are 

not in the word of God and allowing the word of God to expose their sin and 

convict them of it, they error in thinking they haven’t sinned. 

  

Derickson says: 

                                                           
23 Boice, J. M. (2004). The Epistles of John: an expositional commentary (p. 33). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.10&off=25&ctx=hird+Denial+(v.%C2%A010)%0a~The+third+of+the+fal
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When John says that “God’s word is not in us,” this is not a denial of salvation, 

but recognition that God’s Word is not impacting that person’s life. It is not 

“influencing” the one who denies sin in the face of what God has said.24 

 

 Likewise, Phillip Comfort says: 

We must acknowledge that God’s Word emphasizes the permeating and 

penetrating nature of sin. So to deny sin is in us indicates God’s “word has no 

place in our hearts” (cf. 2:14; John 8:55; 10:35; 17:6, 14, 17). John is not saying 

that if we make such a false claim we do not have eternal life. He is saying that a 

person who makes such a denial of sinful acts does not have the Word of God 

permeating and changing his or her life.25 

 

Again, I think the “If we say…” that John is using at the start of each of these 

verses, is focused more on the claims of the false teachers. He does urge us to 

look at our own confessions, so its not an “either/or” situation, I think the claims 

of the Gnostics or the false teachers prove they are not saved, but there is a 

warning there for true believers also; to be aware that we can and do sin and 

that sin, although can’t separate us from God eternally, does hinder our growth 

in Christ and our fellowship with the Father. 

 

So, the three false claims are: 

1. We can live and walk in darkness and still have fellowship with God – 

verse 6 

2. We can get to a point of sinless perfection – verse 8 

3. We have never sinned – verse 10 

 

These were some of the claims of the false teachers and they were confusing believers. 

John is trying to get them to see the errors of the false teachers and examine their own 

walk to see if they have begun to accept these false teachings. 

 

The false teachers are most likely unsaved and their claims and their doctrines prove 

this out. When you compare their lives to the truth of scripture its becomes obvious 

they were not true believers. For them the tests demonstrate their lack of salvation. 

 

                                                           
24 Derickson, G. W. (2012). First, Second, and Third John. (H. W. House, W. H. Harris III, & A. W. Pitts, 

Eds.) (p. 112). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

25 Osborne, G., Philip W. Comfort. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 13: John and 1, 2, and 3 

John (p. 333). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/eec83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.10&off=2712&ctx=ot+influencing+us.%E2%80%9D+~When+John+says+that+
https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.10&off=266&ctx=that+God+is+a+liar!+~We+must+acknowledge+
https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Bible.1Jn1.10&off=266&ctx=that+God+is+a+liar!+~We+must+acknowledge+
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The reason why false teachers are warned against is that even believers can be deceived 

and adopt some of these errors. 

So aside from demonstrating the false claims of the teachers, John is forcing the 

believers to examine themselves to see if they have adopted these teachings also. For 

them the tests are about fellowship. 

 

How can we avoid the deception of thinking that we are walking in the light, while really 

we’re walking in the darkness? 

 

Compare our lives and walk against the truth of scripture. 

We must hold God’s word above any teaching of man. 

 

That was Paul’s commendation of the those in Berea. They compared Paul’s teaching 

against scripture and held scripture as the final authority of truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 5 – 1 John 2:1 – 2 

 

We saw in verses 1 through 4 that John refutes the error that false teachers have 

brought in that somehow Christ was a spirit and did not have a body, and that true 

spirituality required some special knowledge available only to a select few. 
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He was also affirming his apostolic witness and testimony to Jesus Christ and the 

message of the gospel that he and the other apostles had delivered to these believers. 

 

He was affirming that what they had originally been taught was came from eye 

witnesses, and that testimony was true. 

 

He starts off the next section, by expanding on what it means to have true fellowship 

with God. And he does this by first giving us the gold standard – he sets the benchmark 

in verse 5 by first saying “God is Light”. 

 

And he doesn’t say is “like” light or God is “as” light – he says God IS light. 

He is using the metaphor of light, but more than that he is identifying God’s character as 

light. 

This is referring to both the holiness of God; His absolute uniqueness and also His 

absolute moral perfection. This is the character of God; He doesn’t just possess holiness 

and righteousness; He IS holiness and righteousness, by His very nature. 

 

Then in verses 6, 8 and 10 John gives us three heretical claims the false teachers were 

propagating; false denials. 

 

In verse 6; the false denial that sin breaks our fellowship with God or to put it in the 

positive: “we can live in sin and still have fellowship with God”. 

Then in verse 7 he gives the result the opposite of the false claim. In this case walking in the 

Light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and we are cleansed from sin 

by Jesus Christ. 

This was in response to what we would call “antinominalism”, the belief that the believer is 

under no moral law at all and free to live however they want and sin however they want due to 

their state of Grace. John calls this a lie. 

 

Then in verse 8 we see the second false claim: the false claim of getting to a point of 

sinless perfection.  

This was a response to what we would call “complete” or “entire sanctification”. 

 

The belief that one can progress to the point where they never sin again. John calls that 

self-deception. 

Then in verse 9, John again gives us the flip side to verse 8.  

Instead of denying that we sin, we are to realize we do and confess it – we acknowledge our sin 

and agree with God when we do sin. 
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Then in verse 10 we see the third false claim: the false claim of having never sinned. 

This is the claim or belief that we have never sinned and lived perfectly moral lives. 

This claim, ultimately, even denies even the need of the Savior. 

 

Where the first claim means we are lying, and the second claim means we are in self-

deception; this third claim calls God a liar. 

 

Each of these false claims involve how we view our sin. 

And each of these claims is set against verse 5; which sets God’s holiness and 

righteousness as the standard. 

 

Do we view our sin as something light and minor? Do we ignore our sin, or deceive 

ourselves and think we don’t sin at all? 

These verses are forcing us to acknowledge our sin and confront or deal with it, head 

on. 

 

I said before that these verses 5 through 10 seem to have a dual purpose; they expose 

the false teacher’s claims as error and expose the false teachers themselves as unsaved. 

On the flip side they encourage the true believers to examine themselves to see if they 

have been stained by these erroneous teachings; have they begun to live according to 

them? 

 

John gives multiple reasons for writing this letter, or sermon, as some refer to it as. The 

first reason he gave was in chapter 1, verse 4 – “we are writing these things so that our 

joy may be complete”.  

The purpose was to bring ‘joy’, that joy we saw in verse 3 was fellowship; both with God 

the Father and with other believers. 

 

So, the first stated reason for this letter wasn’t to produce doubt or fear, but to produce 

joy in fellowship. 

 

By examining ourselves against the claims of the false teachers we can correct any error 

in our theology and behavior and restore fellowship with God and with each other, 

thereby producing joy. 

 

Right behavior always begins with having right theology. How we live, generally, flows 

out of what we believe. 

 

John has been dealing with false views of sin; three false views. 

The false view of “sin does not affect our fellowship with God” then means that sin 

DOES affect our fellowship with God. 
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If its false, that we can get to a point of being sinless; it follows then that we DO sin, 

even after being saved. 

If it’s not true that we have never sinned; then the corollary is that we HAVE sinned. 

 

So, what we are left with is that we have sinned, we continue to sin, and that sin affects 

our fellowship with God. Where is the joy in that? 

 

The joy comes in how that sin is dealt with and that is the next part in chapter 2 verses 

1-2. 

 

1Jn 2:1-2 

(1)  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

(2)  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 

 

John gives another reason for writing this letter in verse 1: 

(1)  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  

 

The audience of the letter is believers. In verses 5 through 10 John was both exposing 

the lies of the false teacher’s and getting believers to examine their walk. 

 

He does through the phrase “if we say…”, this phrase leads off each of the false claims. 

But here in chapter 2 he starts off with the term “little children”. 

That’s how John felt about the recipients. 

 

He is old by this time; he refers to himself as “the elder” in 2 and 3 John, written about 

the same time. 

He is using the term “elder” not referring to his position in the church but referring to 

his advanced age. Remember, John has been a disciple for about 60 years by time. If he 

was in his 20’s when he became a disciple, he’d be in his 80’s by now; possibly late 80’s. 

 

I think here is a good point to remember how this letter fits in with the timeline of 

events. 

 

If we take 90 AD as the date that John wrote this letter. 

Then we need to keep in mind that Paul has been dead for 23 years. He died in 67 AD. 

So, Paul’s last letter was 23 years ago. 

 

Tradition holds that Peter died around the same time. 

So there hasn’t been an apostolic letter or direct instruction for just over 20 years.  
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Christ was crucified in 33AD, 57 years earlier. 

 

To put this in perspective, if 1 John was written today, then Christ was crucified in 1961. 

In 1961 The US broke off diplomatic ties with Cuba and the Bay of Pigs invasion fiasco 

happened. 

East Berlin erected the Berlin wall; the US sent 2000 military advisors to Vietnam, and 

Yuri Gagarin becomes the first human in space.   

That’s how long its been since Christ has been crucified. 

 

The children of the Christians that converted at Peter’s sermon would be in their 50’s by 

now. 

 

If 1 John was written today, then the apostle Paul died in 1995, 23 years ago. 

In 1995 the OJ Simpson trial started and the Oklahoma City bombing occurred. 

Christians who were born right after Paul was martyred would be in their early 20’s.  

 

So, given the typical life spans back which was around 40 or so, then it’s probable that 

most of the Christians were younger and were born AFTER Paul and Peter had been 

martyred. 

 

The first persecution of the Christians under Nero had occurred in 60AD, a large number 

of Christians became martyrs, plus, in 70 AD the temple was destroyed. But Titus didn’t 

just destroy the temple, tens of thousands of civilians were also killed aside from the 

zealots that were fighting. A lot of believers were caught up in that siege and attack. 

 

So, all of that to say that the Christians at the time of John’s writing of his first epistle 

would most likely have been typically younger believers who had not known any of the 

other original apostles. John was their only link to the first-hand witness of Christ, the 

resurrection and the true gospel as taught by Jesus, Paul and the other apostles. 

 

John is elderly here, in his late 80’s most likely. 

He sees himself as the elderly father instructing the family he loves. 

He doesn’t just say “little children”, he says “My” little children. 

This is his family he’s writing to and he loves his family. 

 

Then he makes a change from the “if WE say…” of the previous verses to speaking 

directly to the audience; he says, “so that you may not sin”. 

 

The intent in what he has been writing about is to inspire holy living. 

John’s goal and desire is that believers don’t sin, but he knows they will. 
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Then he includes himself again by going back to “we”. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father  

 

So, he is speaking to believers about the remedy for not only our previous sin, but with 

our on-going sin issue. And it’s this remedy that unites us in fellowship and instills joy in 

the heart of believers - the remedy is Jesus Christ. 

 

The key to holiness is to understand God’s grace as seen in Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. 

 

John uses three terms to describe Christ’s sacrifice for our sins: (1) He is our Advocate 

with the Father; (2) He is Jesus Christ the righteous; and, (3) He is the propitiation for 

our sins. Then John adds (2:2), “and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole 

world.” 

 

1. Jesus Christ the Advocate– verse 1a 

The Greek word for ‘advocate’ here is “parakletos” and is the same word for the 

Holy Spirit in John 14:16-17 

(16)  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever, 

(17)  even the Spirit of truth,... 

 

The word “parakletos” means: helper, comforter, advocate. 

 

Vines says: 

lit., “called to one’s side,” i.e., to one’s aid, is primarily a verbal adjective, and 

suggests the capability or adaptability for giving aid. It was used in a court of 

justice to denote a legal assistant, counsel for the defense, an advocate; then, 

generally, one who pleads another’s cause, an intercessor, advocate, as in 1 John 

2:1, of the Lord Jesus.26 

 

Kittle says: 

In 1 Jn. 2:1 Christ as paráklētos is plainly the “advocate” who represents the 

sinning believer in the Father’s court.27 

 

                                                           
26 Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W., Jr. (1996). Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and 

New Testament Words (Vol. 2, p. 111). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson. 

27 Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1985). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (p. 

783). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.3875&off=36&ctx=%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1%CC%81%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%82%2c+3875)%2c+~lit.%2c+%E2%80%9Ccalled+to+one
https://ref.ly/logosres/tn-vines?ref=GreekStrongs.3875&off=36&ctx=%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1%CC%81%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%82%2c+3875)%2c+~lit.%2c+%E2%80%9Ccalled+to+one
https://ref.ly/logosres/tdnta?ref=Page.p+783&off=0&ctx=nsistent+impression+~In+1+Jn.+2:1+Christ+
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In this usage the meaning of parakletos is a defense attorney. 

It’s a forensic term. 

The imagery here is a court room. At the front is the judge, God the Father. At 

the table to the right is the plaintiff, the accuser, Satan, and at the table on the 

left is defendant, us. Be we don’t sit alone, we have our defense attorney sitting 

beside us speaking on our behalf – Jesus Christ. 

 

Revelation 12:10 calls Satan the accuser of the brethren. He accuses us before 

the Father continually.  

 

We have fallen short. God has required that we meet His level of righteousness, 

but we can’t. 

 

Romans 3:23 

(23)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:20 

(20)  Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 

 

So, when Satan accuses us before the Father, he doesn’t need to lie, even 

though he is the father of lies, here he can tell the truth. I am guilty of what he 

accuses me of. I have sinned, we all have, everyone. 

To say you have no sin is self-deception and a lie; to say you have never sinned is 

to call God a liar. 

 

So, we do stand guilty before God. 

 

But our defense attorney, our advocate speaks on our behalf - but He doesn’t list 

our accomplishments or merits, for we have none, rather the only defense we 

have is the blood of Christ which covers us. 

 

That’s the first description of Jesus Christ, He is our advocate. The second 

description is: 

 

2. Jesus Christ the Righteous – verse 1b 

 

It’s critical to understand, as we all do already, that He was sinless and spotless. 

 

John 1:29 

(29)  The next day he [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
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And in 1 Peter 1:19, Peter writes: 

(19)  but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 

spot. 

 

Both John and Peter are using Old Testament word pictures to describe Christ. 

He was that sacrificial lamb. 

 

Hebrews 7:26-27 

(26)  For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, 

innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 

(27)  He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his 

own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he 

offered up himself. 

 

3. Jesus Christ the Propitiation – verse 2 

What allows Jesus to be our advocate is; He is first, our propitiation. 

 

The term propitiation, in definition and application, is most notably a biblical and 

theological word. It is a translation of hilasmos, which means “appeasement,” or 

“satisfaction.” Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross satisfied the demands of 

God’s justice, thus appeasing His holy wrath against believers’ sins.28 

 

And notice that it wasn’t just what He did that was a propitiation, it wasn’t what 

He brought that was a propitiation, the text says…He IS the propitiation. The 

NASB and the NKJV heighten this by saying “He Himself is the propitiation”. He is 

personally, the embodiment of the propitiation. 

 

The implication is: He personally was the appeasement of wrath on sin. 

 

Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

 

Notice especially Isaiah 53:5 

(5)  But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we 

are healed. 

 

How can Him being crushed bring us peace with God? 

                                                           
28 MacArthur, J. (2007). 1, 2, 3 John (p. 46). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcepjn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.2&off=804&ctx=a+life+of+holiness.%0a~The+term+propitiatio
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He was crushed for our iniquities. That was made possible because 2 Corinthians 

5:21 tells us: 

(21)  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

 

The Father made the Son to be sin. 

 

He became sin and in becoming sin He became the propitiation for sin, He 

became the satisfaction and the appeasement of sin. 

He IS the propitiation for our sins. 

 

4. Jesus Christ’s Propitiation Extends to the Whole World – verse 2 

 

Verse 2 says: 

(2)  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 

of the whole world. 

 

In what sense is Christ the propitiation for the sins of the whole world? 

It can’t mean everyone will be saved. If Christ’s propitiation extended to 

everyone, then everyone would be saved. But we know that’s not the case. 

 

It’s important to note that he was the propitiation for the “sins” and not the 

“world”. In other words, He satisfied God’s wrath for everyone’s sin, there is no 

sin that is not covered by Christ except for the sin of rejecting Him. 

 

John is clear that forgiveness of sins comes only to those who repent and believe 

the gospel29 

 

This propitiation and His advocacy extend to, not just to choice, special believers, 

but to all believers everywhere of every class and kind. This is in response to 

what the gnostic teachers were claiming – they said that you needed some 

special, higher form of knowledge to be saved. 

John is saying the sins of the new believer, the old believer, the Jew, the gentile, 

the educated, the uneducated, the doctor and the fence hole digger are all 

covered by the propitiation of Jesus. It isn’t just reserved for a select few, it’s for 

everyone who believes. 

 

As Robert Schuller once said: There’s a wideness to God’s mercy. 

                                                           
29 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 2431). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.1Jn2.2&off=363&ctx=+will+be+saved%2c+for+~John+is+clear+that+f
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There IS a wideness in that it is not limited to any special class or group of 

people, it’s available to anyone and everyone, (but he was wrong because he 

meant it was ‘wide’ in the sense there are many ways to God other than the 

cross). 

 

The reality of sin in our lives and the promise for the forgiveness of sins 

discussed in verses 5 through 10, isn’t meant to inspire us to live sinfully, but 

that we might not sin. But because we will sin sometimes, we have the promise 

that because Jesus Christ is our Advocate, because He is Righteous, because He is 

our Propitiation and that propitiation extends to everyone equally who call on 

the name of the Lord – we can be assured and confident in both our salvation 

and our walk and lives here. 

 

Knowing this should inspire us to holy living based on the apostolic witness of 

who Christ is. This holy living and understanding results in fellowship with the 

Father and with other believers and the by-product is joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 6 – 1 John 2:3 – 6 

 

1Jn 2:3-6 

(3)  And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 

(4)  Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is 

not in him, 

(5)  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know 

that we are in him: 

(6)  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 

In the first verse of chapter 2, John gave another one of the reasons for writing this letter. 

 

1 John 2:1 

(1)  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  
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After specifically discussing the false views of sin and our sin nature: 

He said, “I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin”. 

That was one of his stated goals. 

 

Boice says of this next section: 

John introduces the first of the tests for Christian assurance in verse 3. But he does so, not by 

saying, “And by this we may know that we are born again,” or “By this we may know that we 

are Christians,” but rather by the idea of knowledge. He says, “We know that we have come to 

know him if we obey his commands.” The reason is immediately apparent, for since the Gnostics 

made so much of the matter of knowledge, it is as if John is saying, “So you want to speak about 

knowledge; all right, then. What is it that characterizes the one who truly knows God?” The 

answer, as we have already seen and as he says here, is “righteousness.”30 

 

John said that to claim you can live in sin and that it won’t affect your fellowship with God is a 

lie. He said that if we claim to get to a point of no longer sinning, then we are deceiving 

ourselves and if we deny that we have sinned at all then we are calling God a liar. 

 

John knows that we will sin, and he gives us the good news; that Jesus Christ is our advocate, 

Jesus Christ is the righteous and Jesus Christ is our propitiation. 

This is demonstration of the grace of God. 

 

When we stand before the judge of the world, we stand guilty of the crime of not meeting the 

perfect standard of God’s righteousness. 

In fact, our best efforts at meeting that standard fall tragically short. 

 

But fortunately, we don’t rely on our righteousness. 

We rely on the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

But this does not mean we are free from living righteously; rather we are free to live 

righteously. We need to appropriate the righteousness we have in Christ and live in it. 

 

Positionally, we are as righteous as Christ. 

What does it mean to be “positionally” as righteous as Christ? 

It means by believing and placing our faith in Christ and in Him alone, we are ‘saved’ and placed 

‘in Him’, consider the following: 

 

Read Galatians 2:20 

                                                           
30 Boice, J. M. (2004). The Epistles of John: an expositional commentary (p. 45). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.3&off=22&ctx=e+Moral+Test+(v.%C2%A03)%0a~John+introduces+the+
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What do this verse say about our position in relation to Christ? 

We have been Crucified with Christ 

 

Then look at Ephesians 2:4-6 

What do these verses say about our position in relation to Christ? 

We have been raised up and seated with Christ. 

 

Where is Christ seated? 

At the right hand of the Father (Romans 8:34, Ephesians 1:20, Hebrews 1:3, 13) 

 

 

Then look at Colossians 3:1-3 

What do these verses say about our position in relation to Christ? 

Believers have died, and our lives are hidden with Christ in God. 

 

Read Romans 6:1-7 

What do these verses say about our position in relation to Christ? 

We have been baptized into death and burial.  

 

What does being baptized into Christ (6:3)? 

This isn’t talking about our water baptisim, it’s much deeper than that. 

Baptism is a transliteration, it means “to immerse”. 

MacArthur notes: “All Christians have, by placing saving faith in Him, been spiritually immersed 

into the person Christ, that is, united and identified with Him”31 

 

What does being buried through baptized into death mean? 

Look at verse 5; it’s the key to understanding our positional justification. 

Verse 5 indicates that being baptized into death means we have been “united” with Him in His 

death and burial.  

 

The word behind “united” is the Greek word “symphytos” and it means: 

Planted together, united with. It denotes not merely homogeneousness, but a similarity of 

experience.32 

The sense of the word is: organically united, characterized by a living, growing, and vital unity; 

being joined into a single living entity.33 

                                                           
31 MacArthur, J., Jr. (Ed.). (1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed., p. 1702). Nashville, TN: 

Word Pub. 

32 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 

Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/macartsb?ref=Bible.Ro6.3&off=259&ctx=ncing+some+trouble.+~All+Christians+have%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict?ref=GreekStrongs.4854&off=122&ctx=%2c+to+grow+together.+~Planted+together%2c+un


James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  52 | 145 

 

So, it does not mean ‘united’ in the sense of “in agreement with”; it means ‘united’ in the sense 

of “bonded with”. 

 

In fact, the King James says in verse 5: 

(5)  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, … 

 

The imagery is that of a plant. A single living organism that grows as one entity. 

 

So being baptized into his death, burial and resurrection means we have been organically fused 

with Christ and identified so intimately, so closely with Him that when the Father sees us, He 

sees Jesus Christ. 

 

All believers, the moment they place their faith and trust in Jesus as Savior become organically 

fused with Christ and identified with Him; that’s why the Church is called the ‘body of Christ’ – 

it’s the perfect metaphor for this living, multifaceted being that is a single organism. 

 

To be positionally righteous as Christ means because of our identification and being united with 

Him, His righteousness is our righteousness. We stand before the Father justified and 

blameless. 

 

Now, 

How do we reconcile the fact that our lives right now do not always match that positional 

righteousness? 

We are being sanctified progressively. 

 

Rom 8:28-30 

(28)  And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 

are called according to his purpose. 

(29)  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

(30)  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 

and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

We “are being conformed”, positionally it is finished, but physically it is an on-going process. 

The glorious news though is that it is predestined we will be conformed to His image. 

 

What John is talking about essentially, our assurance of knowing God comes from the evidence 

of keeping His commandments. The verb “keep” is a present tense verb; meaning it is a current 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
33

 Logos Bible Sense Lexicon 
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on-going action. We can see, over time, our growing Christlikeness. And when we see that 

today we are more like Christ than 5 years ago, we can be assured of our knowing God. 

 

The desire of the believer to keep God’s commandments flows from having experienced His 

grace. It should never inspire us to use His grace as an excuse to sin. 

 

Jude 4 warns of the error, that God’s grace frees us from righteous living. He says of false 

teachers that propagate this error: 

(4)  For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 

condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 

only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

The word “sensuality” there means “sinful abandon”.  

I think the NASB captures the idea best with “licentiousness”. License to sin, sinful abandon. 

 

Jude was dealing with the same issue of false teachers claiming that since we have been saved 

by grace, we are no longer bound to try and live righteously; we can live in sin, deny our sin and 

in fact revel in our sin. 

 

Paul already addressed this argument in Romans 5:20- 6:2: 

 

(20)  Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all 

the more, 

(21)  so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(1)  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 

(2)  By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 

 

The grace of God should not inspire us to take advantage of it, but if you are truly saved, then 

the grace of God inspires righteous living. 

 

Tit 2:11-12 

(11)  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

(12)  training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright, and godly lives in the present age, 

 

God’s grace to us, inspires Christians to live out that grace demonstrably. But for the tares, they 

see the grace of God as a loop hole and a get out of jail free card, that they don’t really possess. 

 

After setting God’s holiness as the standard in verse 5, John demonstrates the false views of sin 

in verses 6 through 10 and then in chapter 2 verses 1 & 2 John indicates that he is writing is so 
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that believers, his little children, would not sin and reminds them of the advocacy of Christ 

when they do. He describes how God’s grace takes care of their on-going sin issue. 

 

Now in verse 3 he says that those who have experienced God’s grace demonstrate it by 

obedience to His commandments. 

John gives this as the first test of how you can know that you know Jesus Christ: 

 

Authentic faith obeys God’s commandments 

 

Look at verse 3 again: 

(3)  And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 

 

What does it mean to “come to know him”? 

“Come to know” is a verb in the perfect tense. 

It’s a “verb tense used by the writer to describe a completed verbal action that occurred in the 

past but which produced a state of being or a result that exists in the present (in relation to the 

writer). The emphasis of the perfect is not the past action so much as it is as such but the 

present “state of affairs” resulting from the past action”.34 

 

Come to know then means to be in relationship with Him. 

 

The second part of verse 3 says; “if we keep His commandments” 

What does it mean to “keep his commandments”?  

It does not refer to the 10 commandments or the Mosaic Law. 

It means to do the expressed will of God. 

Isn’t that what Jesus did? 

 

Hebrews 10:7 

(7)  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of 

the book.’” 

 

And in the garden: 

Matthew 26:39 

(39)  And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, 

let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 

 

Doing the will of God is keeping His commandments. 

                                                           
34 Heiser, M. S., & Setterholm, V. M. (2013; 2013). Glossary of Morpho-Syntactic Database Terminology. 

Lexham Press. 
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So, in verse 3 John sets the test of knowing God. How do you know that you know God? 

Knowing God is evidenced by keeping His commandments. 

 

Then in verse 4 he gives what the failure of that test evidences: 

1 John 2:4-5 

(4)  Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is 

not in him, 

 

To claim to know God, to claim to be in relationship with God and at the same time do not do 

the will of God, then that claim is a lie and the person is a liar, they do not really know God. 

 

In verse 5 John gives what the passing of that test evidences: 

(5)  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know 

that we are in him: 

 

We can have assurance that we know God when we see ourselves doing His will, as revealed in 

scripture. 

 

1 John 2:6 

(6)  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 

When someone makes the claim of abiding in Christ, or being a Christian, there is an 

expectation involved and that is that they walk as He walked. 

 

What does it mean to walk as He walked? 

It means to live as He lived, essentially. 

 

There was a book published in 15th-century book by Thomas Kempis, called “The Imitation of 

Christ”, where he used the phrase “what would Jesus Do?”. 

Charles Spurgeon quoted him in one of his sermons. 

 

But the most popular book like this was an 1897 book by Charles Sheldon called “In His Steps”. 

The fictional characters in the book, before they made a decision or took an action would ask 

themselves “What would Jesus Do?” 

 

There was a big movement in the 1990’s based on this idea. You probably saw all the WWJD 

bracelets. 

 

Is that what John was advocating here? That we make all our decisions based on WWJD? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_%C3%A0_Kempis
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The problem with that idea is that Jesus didn’t just live a moral life; He lived for a purpose; one 

that none of us can or should try to live. He lived to initially bring the Kingdom to Israel and a 

lot of what he did was done to demonstrate His authority, or kingship or Messiah-ship and to 

die for the sins of the world. 

 

We can do none of those things. We aren’t called to over-turn tables in the temple. 

 

Also, since almost none of the everyday decisions we make today are expressed exampled in 

the life of Jesus (e.g. which car do I buy? Should I do this or that?) WWJD forces us speculate on 

Jesus’ actions that are not in the bible. 

 

What then are we to emulate? 

John 6:38 

(38)  For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

 

And I quoted Hebrews 10:7 already: 

(7)  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of 

the book.’” 

 

And in the garden, “not my will but yours”. 

 

What we are to emulate, is the obedience of Jesus to the Father’s will. 

After all, isn’t that how we know that we know Him, by keeping His commandments, right? 

That’s how we are to walk, by doing and keeping the Father’s will. 

Jesus put the Father’s will above His own. 

In the context of keeping God’s commandments; walking as Jesus walked means putting God’s 

will above our own. 

 

Authentic faith obeys God’s commandments 

 

Next week we’ll see that: 

Authentic faith loves God’s people 
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LESSON 7 – 1 John 2:7 – 11 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

Read chapter 2:3-11 

 

Last time we saw the first test of knowing God. And we said Authentic Faith obeys God’s 

commandments. 

 

Remember that I said, early on, John uses tests to give believers assurance of salvation and 

these same tests help us spot false teachers and their heresies. 

The tests consist of a doctrinal test or belief test; a moral or obedience test and a love test. 

 

Last week we started the test of knowing God. How do I know that I know God? 

 

John gives the obedience or moral test in verses 3-6. 

Verses 3 gave us the defining statement of the test: 

 

(3)  By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

 

Then in verses 4 through 6 John gives the pass and fail of the test: 

Verse 4 he gives the result of failing that test; that person is a liar and the truth is not in him. 
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Then in verse 5 John gives the results of passing that test; the love of God has been perfected or 

matured in that person. What John is saying there is that when we love God and as that love 

grows; so does our obedience to His word or His will. 

 

Verse 6 he says: 

the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 

 

In other words, John gives us a summary of obedience; that the believer is to put the will of God 

above their own will, just as Jesus did. 

 

Today we look at the question of “how do I know that I know God?” through the love test. 

 

The previous section about obedience and righteousness was based on the gold standard of 

God’s righteousness in 1:5 where John said, “God is Light”. 

The discussion of sin and obedience that followed was based on God’s righteousness. 

 

This next section sets the gold standard as love.  

I’m going to use this first section about ‘love for the brethren’ as in introduction to that topic 

because, John touches it here and then again in chapter 3 and then again in chapter 4, but if we 

understand the basic principle, we’ll see it applies here, although not stated directly. 

 

The first principle is “God is Love” stated in chapter 4 verse 8.  

The second principle is whoever loves God must also love his brother 

From chapter 4 verse 21. 

 

If you’ll recall I talked about how this letter isn’t linear in its argument, but circular, or like a 

spiral. Hitting a topic and then coming back to it again.  

John talks about the mandate to love here in chapter 2 and then leaves and comes back to it in 

chapter 3 and leaves and comes back to it in chapter 4. 

 

So, the discussion of love here is based on the character of God; it’s based on who God is; God 

is love, and the mandate to love our brothers based on our love of God. 

 

This commandment contains two parts, love for God and love for the brethren. This one 

commandment, in two parts, is so important and so unified within itself that if half of the 

commandment is not true the whole thing is not true. To love God means to love the brethren, 

it’s the same thing. If you don’t love the brethren, then you don’t really love God. 

 

A way of illustrating it would be….’if you work all day on a car engine you shall cut your fingers, 

bruise your arms and get grease all over you’. That’s not saying that at some point you have to 
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cut your fingers, bruise your arms and get covered in grease in order to work on a car engine, 

but it is a certainty that it will happen as a natural course of working on a car engine all day.  

 

If you dropped your car off at the mechanics for some work and came back later to pick it up 

and while paying for it, you noticed the mechanic was spotless clean with an ironed shirt and 

smooth clean hands you’d be suspicious that he ever really worked on your car. You’d expect 

him to be covered in grease and have dirty hands, wouldn’t you? 

 

This is what the principle is: If you truly love God, you’re going get your hands dirty, you are 

going to love the brethren, it’s a certainty that it will happen as a natural course of loving God. 

If someone claims to love God and then has no love of fellow believers, you’d be suspicious that 

they ever really loved God. 

 

And what we see in verses 7 – 11 is: 

 

AUTHENTIC FAITH LOVES GOD’S PEOPLE (VS. 7–11) 

 

MacArthur says: 

Because love is the saint’s highest moral duty toward others, it is not only the ultimate mark of 

genuine salvation, but also provides the supreme assurance of that reality.35 

 

‘All You Need is Love’, even the Beatles knew that. 

 

The foundation for this next section on the commandment to love is based on God’s love; and 

the fact that God is love. 

 

Like I said, John discusses the topic of love in chapter 2 and then comes back to it in chapter 3 

and then comes back to it in chapter 4; and in chapter 4 he gives us the summary or foundation 

of what love really is: 

 

1 John 4:9-11 

(9)  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him. 

(10)  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 

(11)  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 

How is God’s love manifested? 

                                                           
35

 MacArthur, J. (2007). 1, 2, 3 John (p. 62). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcepjn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.7-11&off=3452&ctx=+1+John+4:8%2c+17%E2%80%9319)%0a~Because+love+is+the+


James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  60 | 145 

 

John 3:16 

(16)  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 

 

The Father sending the Son and the Son dying on the cross and rising again the third day is the 

most demonstrable evidence of God’s love. 

 

Romans 5:10 tells us that while we were enemies, God reconciled us to Himself through Christ. 

That is love. 

 

Let’s take a quick look at Psalm 2, I have heard one commentator call this Psalm the John 3:16 

of the OT. 

 

 

Psalms 2:1-3 

(1)  Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

(2)  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 

LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 

(3)  “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 

 

The nations, or gentiles and people plot and plan. They plan against the LORD, referring to God 

the Father and they plot against the Father’s Anointed or Christ; Jesus. What are they trying to 

accomplish? Bursting the Father and the Son’s bonds. The plotters want freedom; freedom 

from God, but not just freedom from God in general; it’s directed at Christ. 

The nations are plotting against Christ. 

 

Plot means to moan, grumble, and is sometimes translated ‘meditate’, it means to ponder. This 

is active, intentional thinking against God. 

 

This is in contrast to Psalm 1:2, which says: 

(1)  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 

sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

(2)  but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

The word “meditates” is the same Hebrew word for ‘plot’ in Psalm 2. 

The blessed man meditates on the law of the Lord; the raging nations and people ‘meditate’ 

against God. 

 

Did we see that played out in history? 

Do we see that playing out right now in our time? 
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The unregenerate are the enemy of God and plots against Him. Even when they aren’t openly 

hostile to Christ, they are still in active rebellion to Him. 

Rejection of Christ is rebellion to God the Father, no matter how nice the person is. 

But it is people AND Nations that plot and rebel against God. 

Our Nation has been in an ever increasing and growing rebellion against God. 

 

We have taken prayer out of schools; removed creation from the text books and in its place put 

a perverse idea of creation. Evolution is a perversion of God’s creation narrative because it 

takes the truth and turns it into a lie. Instead of God as the creator, it puts the world as its own 

creator. 

 

Our nation has and will continue to approve and acknowledge same sex marriage. That is a 

perversion of what God created and instituted. 

Satan is in the background twisting and perverting God’s role and authority in every aspect of 

this world; and our nation is buying it, hook line and sinker. 

 

How does God view this rebellion and plotting? 

Look at verse 4: 

(4)  He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 

 

God laughs at the puny attempts of man to throw off the creator of the universe. The plotting is 

all in vain; meaningless and hollow; it comes to nothing. God holds them in ‘derision’; it means 

to mock. God mocks them. 

 

The NASB translates verse 4 as: 

(4)  He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 

 

It is like a flea shaking a fist at an elephant. God is all powerful; this is all His creation – for man 

to reject God, rebel against Him and plot against Him is nothing short of madness.  

 

Then Psalms 2:5-6 says: 

(5)  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

 

For the rejectors of Christ there awaits wrath and fury.  

 

And despite their objections, their plotting and meditating against Him, God is in control and 

sovereign, He says in verse 6: 

 

(6)  “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
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Christ is King despite what man thinks or wants. God will set up His King. 

Even their own plots and plans against God are, in fact, displays of God sovereignty. 

 

Look at Acts 4:23 – 28. Note that it was Herod, Pilate, the gentiles, the Jews that killed Jesus, 

ultimately though, it was according to the predestined will of God. 

God is the one that determined the crucifixion and also determines that Christ is King, so it 

doesn’t matter what the unregenerate says or thinks. 

 

But look at Psalm 2, verse 10 and 12: 

Psalms 2:10-12 

(10)  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

(11)  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

(12)  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 

Man is warned; there is a judgment coming and the Lord is the one who will mete it out. But 

there is also a way of escape, taking refuge in Him; those who do will be blessed.  

The Psalm begins with vain plotters in a rage and ends with the promise of blessings for those 

who turn to Christ. That’s the mercy and love of God. 

 

Because Romans 5:8 says: 

(8)  but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

What does this have to do with 1 John? – The point is this: God’s love is demonstrable. His love 

is evidenced by what He did for us; even while we were enemies and sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

We are commanded to love the brethren and what we will see in 1 John chapter 3 is our love 

for one another should be demonstrable; it should be evidenced by how we treat each other. 

 

This is because our love for one another it tied to our love for God and based on God’s 

character. 

 

Love is an action, not just an expression. A claim of love is always demonstrated by an 

expression of love. 

 

In 1 John Chapter 2 verses 7 and 9, John discusses a commandment. 

This commandment is one that is not new to the recipients; John is reminding them of 

something they should already know. In fact, this commandment is so important that John 

stresses it at least eight times throughout this letter. (2:9-11, 3:11, 3:15-19, 3:23, 4:7, 4:11-12, 

4:20-21, 5:1). 
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John uses this truth as a test of true discipleship 8 times in the letter. Why would John stress it 

8 times?? Because it is important, it is absolutely foundational to knowing God and knowing 

that you know God.  

 

This portion of scripture, verses 7 – 11, is delineated into 2 parts:  

1) The Law of Love; gives us the basic principal 

2) The Life of Love; contains three contrasting applications of the basic principle. 

 

John implies this commandment in this passage of scripture. 

He brings to remembrance the most important commandment Jesus spoke, and although John 

does not state the actual commandment here, his readers knew what he was talking about and 

we can tell by the context which commandment John was referring to because this section here 

has to do with loving the brethren. 

 

Like I said earlier; the commandment is actually verbalized in chapter 4 verse 21: 

 

(21)  And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 

So, let’s take a look at these verses specifically: 

 

THE LAW OF LOVE (vs. 7-8) 

 

1 John 2:7-8 

(7)  Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had 

from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 

(8)  At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him 

and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 

 

John is mentioning a commandment that they have heard before and at the same time it has a 

new twist. 

 

Love as an Old Commandment (v. 7) 

 

1 John 2:7-11 

(7)  Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you 

have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. 

 

Notice that John starts verse 7 with “beloved”. 

He started verse 1 with “my little children” showing how he viewed the believers in Ephesus. 
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Here, in verse 7, he is showing he feels about the believers in Ephesus – he loves them; they are 

his children and he loves them. 

 

This commandment is one that is not new to the recipients; John is reminding them of 

something they should already know.  

 

Remember, this letter is a letter of assurance. 

 

The commandment to love the brethren comes: 

 

From the Beginning 

Verse 7 says that this commandment is not new, they had it from the beginning, take a look at 

3:11: 

 

(11)  For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 

another. 

 

This is the message that they have heard before. 

In fact, they had this message delivered from Jesus Himself to the disciples. This extends 

beyond the disciples and applies to you and me also. 

 

In John 13:35 Jesus says: 

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

But this message goes back even further than their time with Jesus, it goes back to Moses and 

the Law. 

 

Word that you heard (Luke 10:27, Deut. 6:4-5, Lev. 19:18) 

 

Verse 7 then says that old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 

 

John was Jewish and wrote with a Jewish mind set.  

 

What was the word that they had heard?  They had the Torah, the books of Moses, the Law and 

the prophets. 

     

Jesus ties two Old Testament passages together and states that on them hang all the Law and 

Prophets; look at Luke 10:27 

 

 

Luke 10:27 
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(27)  And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

Jesus was merging Deuteronomy 6:5 with Leviticus 19:18 

Deuteronomy 6:5 

(5)  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. 

 

Leviticus 19:18 

(18)  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

 

By conflating these two verses Jesus was encapsulating all the law and prophets. 

 

Then he says in verse 8: 

 

Love as a New Commandment (v. 8) 

 

(8)  At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you,  

 

John says, in verse 8, that now there is a twist, it is an old commandment with a new meaning.  

 

It’s an old command in terms of when it was given but it was new in its application and the 

meaning that Jesus was giving it. 

 

The Moody Bible Commentary says: 

Jesus raised the OT’s injunction to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18) to a higher level: 

“love one another, even as I have loved you” (John 13:34). Such love is true or being expressed in 

the readers’ lives, because their moral darkness is being removed and the true Light of holiness 

is increasing (v. 8). One of the primary indicators that they are in the Light of the Messianic Age 

is through their love for other Christians.36 

 

which is true in Him and in you 

The word for “true” doesn’t mean true in the contrast of true versus false but carries the sense 

of being “real” or a reality. 

The way Jesus lived expressed the love He had for the disciples and the world. His incarnated 

life was a reality of love. 

 
                                                           
36
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The NLT renders this portion of the verse as: 

“Jesus lived the truth of this commandment, and you also are living it”. 

 

Because of our position of “in Christ”, the love of Christ, the love of the Father becomes 

expressed through us, though imperfectly at first, but should be growing, and the reason is: 

 

because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining 

 

The darkness is the present age or the ‘world’ which in verse 17 is also said to be passing away.    

 

The reference to the darkness … passing away and the true light … already shining is an allusion 

to John 1:5, 1:9, and 8:12. Because the author sees the victory of light over darkness as 

something already begun, he is writing Jesus’ commandment to love one another to the 

readers as a reminder to (1) hold fast to what they have already heard (see 1 John 2:7) and (2) 

not be influenced by the teaching of the opponents.37 

                                                

Then from the Law of Love in verses 7 & 8, where the basic principal is given, John moves to the 

Life of Love in verses 9 to 11, where we see the consequences of that law. 

 

THE LIFE OF LOVE (vs. 9-11) 

How does the Law of Love apply in Life? 

 

The Consequence of Disobeying the Law of Love (v. 9) 

(9)  The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 

 

To disobey the law of love, the command to love, means to hate our brethren. 

 

The Life Application commentary says: 

These next few verses highlight the absolute contrast drawn between light and darkness, love 

and hate, God and the world. The two contrasts cannot coexist. This verse teaches that a person 

who claims to be in the light (1:7) should then, by extension, also be filled with love (2:7–8). If 

that person makes this claim but hates a Christian brother or sister, then the claim to be in the 

light is false. That person is still in darkness. Living in love is living in the light, since the gospel 

both illuminates people’s minds and warms their hearts to love (see 4:20). Love should be the 

unifying force and the identifying mark of the Christian community. Love is the key to walking in 

the light, because believers cannot grow spiritually while they hate others.38 
                                                           
37
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Boice notes: 

John does not say that the one professing to know God while actually hating his brother is a liar, 

though that is true also, but rather that he is in darkness and walks in darkness until now. In this 

verse the reference is obviously to John’s Gnostic opponents, as is also the case in the other 

verses that begin “If we claim.” The Gnostic claimed to be the enlightened one. But he is actually 

in darkness, says John, if he fails to love his brother.39 

 

Whether by the Gnostics or by anyone else, the claim to be in the light can be tested by 

whether they love or hate the brethren. 

To hate the brethren makes the claim to be in the light false. 

 

The Consequence of Obeying the Law of Love (v. 10) 

 

(10)  The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in 

him. 

 

John now affirms that the person who loves his brother is doing so in the context of God’s 

character. “Abides in the light” is synonymous with “walking in the light” in chapter 1 and 

“being in the light”40 

 

Here in verse 10, the claim to be “in the light” is valid because the one making the claim passes 

the love test.  

 

Hate Abides in the Darkness (v. 11) 

 

Verse 11 continues the thought of verse 9. 

 

(11)  But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does 

not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

 

Notice that when one hates his brother: 

1. He is in darkness 

2. He walks in darkness 

3. The darkness has blinded his eyes. 
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See how the love/hate contrast parallels the light/darkness themes that John writes in? 

 

In verse 10: the one who loves abides in the light, whereas the opposite is true in verse 11: the 

one who hates is in darkness. 

 

In verse 10: the one who loves has no cause for stumbling, whereas in verse 11: the one who 

hates walks in darkness and cannot see where he is going, which implies he stumbles.  

 

Jesus said in Matt 15:14 speaking of the Scribes and Pharisees;  

 

(14)  Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a 

pit.” 

 

They were spiritually blind and could not see the truth. 

There is no way a blind guide could lead another blind person and stay on the path. 

 

Spiritual blindness and darkness are indicative of a lack of knowing God. 

 

Conclusion 

So, the conclusion of this section is that when one makes the claim to be “in the light” or 

claiming to be a Christian; that claim can be validated as true or exposed as false by the test of 

their love for the brethren. 

If they love the brethren, the claim holds validity. If they hate the brethren, then as Dr. Phil 

would say: “that dog don’t hunt”. 

 

We are commanded to love fellow believers and this love is rooted in not only our love of God 

but is founded in God’s love for us. 

It is a demonstrable love that manifests itself in how we treat and what we do for others, and 

this is true in us because of our position “in Christ”. 

If we claim to be in the light and hate our brother, we can’t really be in the light because to 

hate a brother is antithetical to the very character of God.  

 

An authentic faith will be aligned with the character of who that faith is in. It will be 

representative of God’s love. 

 

“Authentic Faith Love’s God’s People”. 
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LESSON 8 – 1 John 2:12 – 14 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

Tonight, we are in chapter 2, looking at verses 12 to 14. 

 

I want to keep going back to the outline, so we can keep the main points in mind and follow the 

flow of thought. 

 

We saw in chapter 1:1 to chapter 2:2 that Authentic faith enjoys fellowship with the Father 

and the Son was the main theme of that section. 

 

For the next section, which is the bulk of the epistle, the theme is Authentic faith may be 

tested by belief in the truth about Jesus Christ, obedience to His commands, and love for His 

people, and this theme runs from chapter 2:3 to chapter 5:5. 

 

And we are seeing the tests of obedience, belief and the test of love applied. 

We are in the first application of the tests, which run from chapter 2:3 to verse 27. 

The first test revels that Authentic faith obeys God’s commandments.  

Then we saw last week that Authentic faith loves God’s people. 

And these were brought out by John stating the test parameter, so to speak, and then giving an 

example of passing or failing the test and what those results mean. 

 

I want to go through those two tests briefly because, the section we are looking at tonight is 

very different in form and content and purpose. 
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First of all, if you have a NKJV or an ESV, or even an NIV you’ll notice right away that verses 12 

through 14 are different because they are set in poetry format. 

 

Also, there are no tests to apply in this section. 

Another big thing that is different is that all the verbs are relating to the audience are 

indicatives; meaning statements of facts. There are no commands or imperatives.  

 

Also, the topic has shifted; from testing the claim to be in the light by the love test, to these 

series of statements, then in verses 15 to 17, John goes back into a section about love again – 

but that love has shifted from discussing love of the brethren to love for the world. 

 

So, what is going on these verses and why does John take this sudden break in thought? 

 

So, let’s take a look at the tests so far and see if it makes sense what he’s doing. 

 

In the first application of the tests, for example, John says in chapter 2 verse 3: 

(3)  And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 

 

The way we know we have come to know God is that we keep his commandments. That is the 

parameter, or litmus test. 

 

Then John gives and example of failing the test and the result. 

1 John 2:4 

(4)  Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is 

not in him, 

 

If the one making the claim “I know Him” but at the same time does not keep God’s 

commandments, then he fails the test, and the result is he “is a liar and the result is, the truth is 

not in him”. 

 

Then in verse 5 John gives an example of passing the test: 

1 John 2:5 

(5)  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected 

 

If the one who makes “I know Him” keeps God’s word, then he passes the test and the result is 

“in him the love of God is perfected”. 

 

Then in verses 7 & 8 John talks about the commandment that is old and they have had from the 

beginning this old commandment is a new commandment also. 
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We know what commandment John is talking about because the context is love of the 

brethren, and John even states later on in chapter 4:21 

(21)  And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

 

So, we know he is talking about the command to love God from Deuteronomy 6:4 and to love 

our neighbors as ourselves from Leviticus 19:18 and how Jesus conflated these two commands 

of love into one. 

It was old in that it was in the Torah, the Books of Moses, but it was new in that Jesus put a 

twist to it when He said: 

 

John 13:34 

(34)  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. 

 

The new twist is that the command to love each other is to emulate the sacrificial love of Christ 

for us. 

That’s why Paul tells us: 

Ephesians 4:32 

(32)  Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

 

And continues in: 

Ephesians 5:1-2 

(1)  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

(2)  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

 

Our forgiveness of each other isn’t just a command, our forgiveness is to be based on Christ’s 

forgiveness of us. Our love isn’t just a command to love, our love for each other is to be based 

on Christ’s love for us. 

 

That’s the new twist. The Jewish people were used to commandments, in fact they made lots of 

them, more than God did. 

But to emulate God was what Jesus was trying to get them to do. 

 

How is the command to love, based on Jesus’ love for us different from just a command to 

show love? 

 

How different do you think we would relate to each other if we forgave as Christ forgives and 

love as Christ loves? 

 

 What holds us back from doing that? 
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But if instead of showing love, we hate our brother (remember, in John’s world there is only 

black and white, love and hate), he says: 

 1 John 2:9 & 11 

(9)  Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 

(11)  But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not 

know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

 

 And when we do obey the command to love as Christ loves then he says: 

 1 John 2:10 

(10)  Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 

 

So, when we don’t love, we hate. And when someone claims to be “in the light” or in other 

words; claims to know God, to claims to be a Christian and at the same time hates a fellow 

Christian, means that person is not really in the light, - they are in darkness. 

 

That is the love test, of knowing if you know God. 

 

Remember, I just mentioned that in John’s world there is black and white, no middle ground, no 

room for shades of gray. There is either love or hate, obedience or rebellion, truth or error, 

right or wrong. 

 

The problem is, we don’t live in a black and white world. We live in a world of shades, of 

mixtures of black and white – shades of gray. 

 

John knows this. His use of hard-line duality is a tool, a Hebrew tool for making a point or 

illustrating a concept. John knows we are all living in between somewhere. 

 

And we have already seen this when John says in verse 1 of chapter 2: 

1 John 2:1 

(1)  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

 

John doesn’t want us to sin and the goal is for us not to sin but at the same time he knows we 

will, that’s why he mentions our advocate in Jesus Christ. 

 

The harsh black and white statements, I said when we first started the book, is designed to 

force us into retrospection – to look at ourselves; and it also exposes false teaching. 
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And we know the false teaching is one of the things John is trying to expose because he says 

later in chapter 2: 

 1 John 2:26 

(26)  I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 

 

There were false teachers in the church trying to deceive. 

 

And he also talks about the antichrists that are already in the world. 

So, this letter is aiming at exposing the false teaching of the antichrists, which mirror the 

gnostic teachings. 

And at the same time this letter is a letter of encouragement. 

 

That’s why I don’t hold to the view that the tests are just either tests of life view, meaning they 

are tests of one’s salvation, or that the tests are simply tests of one’s fellowship with God. I 

think both can be seen in the stated purposes of the letter and what the tests reveal. 

 

I believe the tests were never meant to cause believers to doubt their salvation – ever. In fact, 

for the believer; who is the stated audience, the letter is meant to give assurance and 

confidence. This is obvious from: 

 

1 John 5:13 

(13)  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 

that you have eternal life. 

 

And we’ll talk more about this verse later on; what it is referring to. 

 

But the point is believers should never doubt their salvation but be encouraged in it. Those who 

don’t believe, should never be encouraged in salvation but have their lack of belief exposed to 

them. 

 

That’s what this letter is doing. 

 

Here’s the thing though, like I said, I don’t live out my faith in black and white. I wished I did. 

If I were in a coloring book, you’d have to color me in using a large array of gray crayons.  

I’m not perfect. 

 

And I think most people are the same, and John knows this. He knows that true believers can 

look at these black and white tests and doubt themselves. Not just look at themselves and see 

room for growth – but instead doubt their salvation. 

 



James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  74 | 145 

Have you ever known anyone like that? They always doubt if they are saved? Always getting 

saved?  

  

John wants to head that off, by reassuring his readers that that he knows they are saved. That’s 

what verses 12 to 14 offer – assurance. 

 

Does John do this again?  

I think we see something similar in 2:27, 3:20-21, and 5:13 where John comes back to a positive 

statement about the readers standing. 

 

This section is entitled: 

 

ASSURING CLARIFICATION: JOHN’S READERS HAVE AUTHENTIC FAITH 

 

These verses are meant to comfort and reassure John’s readers; whom he calls “little children” 

and “beloved” over and over. 

 

[read: 2:12-14] 

 

When we observe these verses, we notice several things: 

First, in some English translations these verses are set off in poetry format. Why is that? Look at 

the construction: there are six sentences that start with “I write to you…”, followed by 

“because”. 

The formatting is meant to bring out the repetitive, intentional sentence structure. 

Why does John do this? Commentators don’t really have an answer as to why. 

 

The other thing we notice that all of the verbs to the readers are indicatives; meaning the verbs 

like: ‘forgiven’, ‘you know’, ‘you have overcome’, are all statements of fact. 

 

But one thing that really stands out is the mention of “little children”, “Fathers” and “Young 

men”. 

John mentions each twice. Who are these? 

 

Some commentators take little children to be spiritual babies and young men as newer in faith 

but more mature than the spiritual babies. Then they take the fathers to be mature believers. 

The problem with this view is the progression is out of order: it should go children – young men 

– fathers. 

 

But John goes: little children – fathers – young men  

then again: children – fathers – young men 

That order, twice. 
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So, it doesn’t appear to be a progression. 

 

Plus, John refers to the letter’s recipients as “little children” or “children” in 7 places (2:1, 2:18, 

2:28, 3:7, 3:18, 4:4 & 5:21). So, it is unlikely that in these 3 verses ‘little children’ refers to a 

separate class of believers. 

 

So, the better position is that “little children” refers to the recipients of the letter as a whole, 

meaning believers in general and in that set of believers there are two subsets: Fathers: mature 

believers and young men: newer believers. Both fathers and young men are part of “little 

children”. 

 

What encouragement does John have for these groups? 

 

Little Children (vs. 12 & 13) 

There are two Greek words John uses for ‘children’ or ‘little children’. 

He uses PIE-DEE-ON (paidion) and TEK-NEE-ON (Teknion). 

In verse 12 John uses TEK-NEE-ON and is translated “little children”; then in verse 13 John uses 

PIE-DEE-ON, which is translated as “children”. 

 

John MacArthur sees the change in words as indicating that in verse 12 John is referring to all 

Christians and then in verse 13 specifically to new believers. There is some merit to that, 

however John uses PIE-DEE-ON, in 2:18, just a few verses later and it is obviously referring to all 

Christians, so I don’t think you can be dogmatic about it. It looks more to me like the terms are 

interchangeable. 

 

The first group, which includes all believers, have 2 things in common: 

 

Your Sins are Forgiven (v. 12) 

Believers have by the very fact they are believers are forgiven. 

All believers everywhere share one thing in common – we were dead in our trespasses and sin 

and now we are alive, alive in Christ. 

 

Because of our standing “in Christ” we are no longer under either the penalty or sin or the 

bondage of sin. 

 

When we struggle with sin, we should over time, be realizing our position and state in Christ 

more and more. I think a lot of the sanctification process is this coming to grips with the reality 

of our position in Christ and realizing standing with the Father. 

 

If we really grasp that; then I think we would grow faster and be less and less affected by our 

sin nature. 
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But John’s point to the recipients of the letter is that their sins are forgiven; they have a 

righteous standing before the Father – John is reassuring them of their salvation status. 

 

If the tests make them feel any doubt, they shouldn’t – the readers are secure in Christ. Is there 

room for improvement and growth? Always. But the fact of salvation is settled, and its settled 

in heaven. 

 

You Know the Father (v. 13) 

Robert Law says: 

This is the common privilege of the least and the most advanced, to “know the Father” as He is 

revealed in Christ (John 17:3); not so as to comprehend all He is, but so as to be sure that there 

are in Him love, wisdom, and power beyond the measure of man’s mind, and that our whole 

strength and blessedness lie in trusting Him. For human frailty and helplessness there is at last 

no other refuge, for the sinful and dying no other deliverance, for men beset before and behind 

by a darkness that neither sense nor intellect can penetrate, no other light, than to know Him of 

whom Jesus Christ said, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” These two possessions of 

the “children,” the forgiveness of sins and the knowledge of the Father, as they are both 

communicated in the “Name” of Christ, are necessarily coexistent in Christian experience.41 

 

If you are saved then you know the Father, because to be saved means you must know Christ 

and to know Christ is to know the Father. 

 

As Christians, we have a reconciled relationship with the Father, no others can claim, but is 

available to all who call Jesus to be saved. 

 

Fathers (vs. 13 & 14) 

When John refers to fathers, it appears  

You Know Him Who is from the Beginning (v. 13 & 14) 

 

When John says that they know “Him who is from the beginning”  it … “is particularly 

appropriate to older members of the community. It stresses the historic origins of the faith and 

the growth of the personal knowledge of Christ that comes only with experience.”42 

 

The “Him” of verse 14 may refer to Christ or to the Father.  

Boice says: 

                                                           
41

 Law, R. (1909). The Tests of Life: A Study of the First Epistle of St. John (pp. 310–311). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 

42
 Barker, Glen W. (1981). The Expositors Bible Commentary Volume 12, (p. 320). Frank E. Gaebelein general 

editor, Zondervan 
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But it is not certain that the words “that which was from the beginning” refer to Christ even 

there. Besides, the context suggests that the reference is to God the Father, since the Father is 

referred to explicitly in verse 13. There is not, of course, any essential difference between the 

two interpretations.43 

 

John has been giving tests of how to know that we really know God, and lest the readers have 

doubt, John is reassuring them that his experience with them tells him that they do know God. 

 

The next group is… 

Young Men (vs. 13 & 14) 

These are newer believers. John reassures them that through faith in Christ they have.. 

 

You Have Overcome the Evil One (vs 13 & 14) 

The newer believer can be assured of their standing with God because have overcome the evil 

one. 

What did they do to overcome? 

 

What we see in 1 John is that his readers have overcome the evil one. How have they overcome 

the evil one? 

John recorded Jesus in his gospel as saying: 

 

John 16:33 

(33)  "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you 

have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

 

Jesus has overcome the world, He is the overcomer. 

 

Then later in Revelation John records Jesus:  

Revelation 2:7 

(7)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.' (NASB) 

 

Who does Jesus say gets to eat of the tree of life? He who overcomes. 

 

There are at least 8 ‘overcomer’ passages in Revelation. 

 

For some reason the ESV translates the Greek word as “overcomes” in John and first John, but 

the same word is translated “conquers” in Revelation. I’m not sure why, because it breaks the 
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coherent theme of “overcomer”. They should have either used ‘overcomes’ throughout or 

‘conquers’ throughout. I think it makes the obvious connections less obvious. 

 

So Jesus overcomes the world, and overcomes are ‘saved’ (that’s what eat of the tree of life 

means). 

So how do we overcome? 

 

1 John 5:4 

(4)  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 

has overcome the world—our faith. 

 

Again, it goes back to our position “in Christ”. When we place our faith in Christ alone, we are 

saved, we are positionally righteous and justified and we become ‘overcomers’. 

 

So when John says the young men, or newer believers have overcome the evil one, what does 

he mean? 

He means that by grace through faith in Christ they have moved out of the realm of the evil 

one, Satan, and into the realm or family of God. 

 

Revelation 12:10-11 

(10)  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren 

has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. 

(11)  "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of 

their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. 

 

The brethren overcame Satan ‘by’ or ‘through’ the blood of the lamb. It is positional 

overcoming that will one day be physical overcoming. 

 

John is reassuring them of this fact. 

 

You Are Strong (v. 14) 

He also says they are strong. He doesn’t encourage them to be strong, he simply states that 

they are strong. 

 

MacArthur says: 

They have outgrown the childish self-absorption with feelings and moved beyond the 

elementary struggles often associated with new Christians. They have a biblical worldview, their 
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theology is largely in place, and they have a mature love for the truth and a desire to proclaim 

and defend it. 44 

 

The Word of God Abides in You (v. 14) 

Their strength and vigor are based on the word of God abiding in them. 

They have grasped the Christian revelation. They are seeking to conform their lives to its ethical 

demands, for ‘How can a young man keep his way pure?’ Only ‘by living according to your word’ 

(Ps. 119:9; cf. v. 11). 

This is what they have done. 

CONCLUSION 

What verses 12 to 14 is meant to do is reassure the readers who may be questioning their 

salvation. 

Ultimately, even though addressed to ‘little children’, ‘fathers’ and ‘young men’. Each of these 

attributes belong to all Christians, men and women, boys and girls to the degree of their 

spiritual maturity. 

 

If we have placed our faith in Christ alone for salvation and believed that Christ died, was 

buried and raised the third day. 

If our faith is in Jesus Christ and not in anything else, then we are saved; we are placed in Christ 

positionally, have the Holy Spirit indwelling and sealing us, and we become overcomers. 

 

At that point nothing can separate us from the love of God, nothing can take us out of Jesus 

hand, we are secure forever. 

 

As Paul said: 

Philippians 1:6 

(6)  And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 

the day of Jesus Christ. 

 

The tests are meant to show us areas in our life where we need to grow, and simultaneously 

expose false teaching of the deceivers and antichrists. 

But they are never meant to cause genuine believers to doubt their salvation. 

John is giving Assuring clarification: John’s readers have authentic faith 

 

 

 

                                                           
44
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LESSON 9 – 1 John 2:15 – 17 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

We are in the tests part of the letter; these are tests to determine genuine faith and fellowship. 

 

The tests are given in three parts; the ‘moral’ or ‘obedience’ test. This test  

ties obedience to God, doing His will as the test of knowing Him. In other words, a statement is 

made like we saw in: 

1 John 2:3 

(3)  And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 

 

The claimant’s profession to know God is then compared to whether they pass the test of 

obeying God. If they pass the test and are obedient to God’s will, then their profession is true; 

but if their lives do not reflect an adherence to God’s commands, then their profession is 

deemed false. 

 

The second test is the love test. Love of God and love for fellow believers is set as the 

parameters for this test. An example is: 

1 John 2:9-10 

(9)  Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 

(10)  Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 

 

Demonstrable love for the brethren indicates a true profession of faith and a hate for a brother 

indicates a false profession of faith. 
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Then there’s the ‘belief’ test, sometimes called the ‘doctrinal test’, which bases the claim of 

knowing God on if the claimant holds to orthodox truth about Jesus Christ, the Father and Holy 

Spirit. This test takes a fundamental doctrinal truth about Christ and then compares the 

claimant’s teaching or belief to see if they are in line with that doctrinal truth. If they hold to an 

orthodox doctrinal truth, their profession is valid, but if they hold to an errant view of Christ, 

then their profession of faith cannot be true. 

We will see an example of this next week when we look at verses 18 to 27 

 

An example is 1 John 2:22 

(22)  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who 

denies the Father and the Son. 

 

A test of whether you have an authentic faith in God is based on what you believe about Jesus. 

If you do not believe that Jesus was and is the promised Messiah, God’s anointed then you 

don’t really know God the Father. Belief in Jesus as Christ is absolutely necessary to having an 

authentic faith in God the Father. Lots of religions claim believe in God and worship Him, but 

they don’t believe Jesus is the Christ. 

John says they are liars and antichrists because they are actually denying the Father when they 

deny the Son.  

 

John uses these same three tests in different ways to get professing Christians to examine 

themselves and also to expose false teaching and heretics in the church. 

 

Last week we looked at a little interlude that John put in to give reassurance to his readers. 

John had been speaking about some hard line, black and white tests and like we said last week, 

most of us don’t actually live on “Black and White Street” – we live on “Gray Boulevard “. 

 

And because we are not all black or white but shades of gray, these tests could cause the wrong 

effect. 

 

Billy Joel had a song called Shades of Gray, where he describes getting older and his views on 

the issues that originally divided people were no longer quite so clear. One verse says: 

Some things were perfectly clear, seen with the vision of youth 

No doubts and nothing to fear, I claimed the corner on truth 

These days it's harder to say I know what I'm fighting for 

My faith is falling away 

I'm not that sure anymore 

 

Shades of grey wherever I go 

The more I find out the less that I know 

Black and white is how it should be 
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But shades of grey are the colors I see 

 

While John is trying to get believers to examine themselves against the tests, he means it for 

seeing areas that the believers need to surrender to the Holy Spirit or to focus on for growing in 

spiritual maturity. But John does not intend for genuine believers to doubt their salvation. The 

Holy Spirit’s conviction of our sin should always spur us to Godliness and not into a world of 

doubt and despair. 

Unlike Billy Joel’s singer, we shouldn’t fall from our faith because we don’t fit neatly into the 

black and white categories that John sets up. 

Those extremely narrow and defined categories are a tool he uses. 

 

And John knows his readers, they’re his “little children” after all and he anticipates their fear, so 

he inserts an interlude where he assures them that he knows they are saved, and that they do 

have an authentic faith – even if they don’t measure up perfectly to the tests. He is confident 

that their sins are forgiven, that they know the Father, that they have overcome the evil one, 

they are strong, and that God abides in them. 

 

He does this in a couple of places also where he gives them reassurance that they pass the test. 

 

1 John 4:4 

(4)  Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater 

than he who is in the world. 

 Here John tells them that they are from God and overcome the antichrists. 

 

And in 1 John 5:13 

(13)  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know 

that you have eternal life. 

 Again, giving reassurance of their standing. 

 

The purpose of the tests for the believer is to look at our walk and see where we are not 

meeting God’s standard and seek with the help of the Holy Spirit to work on those areas to 

conform to the image of Christ. 

 

David said in Psalm 139:23-24 

(23)  Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 

(24)  And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! 

 

David intended for God to search and find out that he was not like the wicked described in the 

previous verses, but the sentiment for us should be to ask God to search us and expose – to us 

– our sins that we are blind to. If we are blind to our sins, then we can’t pray for them or 

consciously mortify them. 
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Paul says in: 

Romans 8:13 

(13)  For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. 

 

And he reiterates in Colossians 3:5 

(5)  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 

desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

 

We are to actively kill what is earthly or ungodly in us, how? ‘by the Spirit’. 

 

We can’t do that if we don’t see where those sins are; and that’s what John intends to show 

believers; where they are falling short in these areas of obedience, love and belief. But never to 

doubt their salvation. 

 

So now we move into the next section that runs from chapter 2 verse 15 to verse 27 and is 

titled: 

AUTHENTICE FAITH IS NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT RATHER IT KNOWS AND BELIEVES THE TRUTH 

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST (2:15-27) 

 

We have been through the obedience test and the love test, now we move into the belief or 

doctrinal test.  

 

Tonight, we’ll be looking at verses 15 to 17;  

If you’ll recall last week we saw John take an interlude to reassure his readers of their standing 

with God. But just prior to that he was giving the test of love, it was a test involving brotherly 

love for other believers. 

Now John turns back to love but the focus is love of the world. 

 

let’s read: 

1 John 2:15-17 

(15)  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. 

(16)  For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 

life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 

(17)  And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

abides forever. 

 

What we see here is:  
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Authentic Faith is not of the World (vs. 15–17) 

So, having given the readers reassurance of their standing, John returns once again back to the 

topic of love, but now he moves from the requirement TO love the brethren, to the 

requirement of NOT loving the world. 

 

What does John mean here by “the world”? 

There are three meaning to “the world”. 

The first is the world of people. All the people of the world. 

When we say the world is going crazy, we usually mean the people. 

But we are commanded to love people; we’re commanded to love the brethren, commanded to 

love our neighbors and commanded to love our enemies. That’s about everyone. 

 

When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming he exclaimed: 

John 1:29 

(29)  … “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

 

By ‘the world’ he was referring to people because the physical earth cannot sin. 

 

And God loves the world of people. 

John 3:16 

(16)  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 

 

If God loves the world and we have been commanded to love all people, then “the world” in 1 

John cannot refer to people. 

 

Does “the world” refer to the physical planet? 

1 John 2:15 could be referring to the physical world around us, the material world. Is that what 

John is referring to here? 

 

The problem here is Psalm 19:1 says that “the heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament shows His handiwork.” 

Isn’t that something to love? This earth is cursed and yet through the curse, God’s glory is still 

clearly seen. 

 

In fact, unbelievers are without excuse because Romans 1:20 says that God’s attributes are 

clearly seen through all that was made, even His eternal Godhead. 

We aren’t to worship the creation; however, God’s glorious creation tugs at our hearts because 

it is the handiwork of our heavenly Father. 

 

My wife is made from the material world, she is made of blood and bones and skin and hair.  
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Ephesians 5:25 commands us to love our wives. 

 

Psalm 122:6 says “pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you.” 

This is referring to the earthly city Jerusalem. A blessing is given for those who love her. 

Here we are told it is a good thing in God’s eyes to love Jerusalem, but at the same time we are 

commanded not to love the world or the things in it. This seems like a contradiction. So, “the 

world” in 1 John does not mean the physical world, the terra firma. We are to love some 

aspects of it. 

 

What John is referring to by “the world” is something entirely different. 

Turn to Ephesians 2:1-3 

(1)  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 

(2)  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 

(3)  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

What is the “course of this world”?  Whatever it is it is following the prince of the power of the 

air and is at work in the sons of disobedience. It influences the way men live and on what they 

live for. 

It is obvious it is ungodly. 

Who is the prince of the power of the air? - Satan. 

 

Now turn to 2 Corinthians 4:3-5 

(3)  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 

(4)  In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

(5)  For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus' sake. 

 

Who is “the god of this world”? (some translations say “age”) Satan. He has blinded the minds 

of unbelievers. Look back at Ephesians. Who is the prince of the power of air? Satan. And notice 

that “the course of the world” is according to Satan. In other words; the world system is 

according to or by the way of Satan.  

 

The word for “world” or “age” in 2 Corinthians here is the same word for “world” in Ephesians 

2:2 and John 2:15. 

 

And when we look at 1 John 5:19 we see this makes sense: 

(19)  We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
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Who is the evil one? Satan. And the world, apart from God, lies in his power. What’s a synonym 

for “power”?  Influence, control or sway. 

The course of this world is a world system influenced by Satan that is in opposition to the 

gospel and in rebellion to God. 

 

A couple of things to notice that the Ephesians passage is that we all once lived according to the 

course of this world and two, notice the focus or tool of this system is described in Ephesians;  

 

Ephesians 2:3 

(3)  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

Desires of the body and mind. Satan uses sex, comfort, science, politics, recreation, and 

anything else that can fit as desires of the body and mind to shape the culture against God the 

Father. 

 

And from the 2 Corinthian 4:4 passage, Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers. 

He also deceives the nations: Revelation 20:3 

(3)  and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive 

the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for 

a little while. 

 

Satan is a liar and a deceiver and he blinds the minds of unbelievers and fools them into 

worshipping the creation instead of worshipping the creator. 

 

So, what is “the world” in 1 John 2:15 referring to? 

It is that world system, or program, or agenda, which is under the power of or influence of 

Satan. It is in opposition to the gospel and in rebellion to God. It is a system that perverts what 

God has created and influences man to worship himself rather than God. It is a man centered 

system that denies, rejects and rebels against God – that is the ‘world system’. 

 

This world system denies God created the world and instead says billions of years alone created 

the world. 

It is a system that denies God created marriage of a man and woman in favor of a union of men 

and men, women and women, men and animals…anything goes. 

 

It is a system that kills innocent unborn babies and protects murderers. 

 

Isaiah 5:20-21 

(20)  Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
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(21)  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight! 

 

It is also a world system that spawns religions based on gods that are more inline with the 

desires of man. Apart from true Christianity, all religions are perversions of true worship. We’ll 

see in more detail  

 

The Fount of the World System (vs. 15) 

The source of the world system is not of the Father. The love of the world system finds its 

source in the flesh and inspired by Satan. 

 

It is a fount of polluted water from the springs of hell. 

 

1 John 2:15 

(15)  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. 

 

The world system is diametrically opposed to the Father so to love that system is to not love 

the Father. 

You can’t have allegiances to both realms, Satan’s and God’s. 

 

God demands undivided loyalty. The first commandment was: 

Exodus 20:3 

(3)  “You shall have no other gods before me. 

 

The Shema, Deuteronomy 6:5 says: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

(4)  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

(5)  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. 

 

Verse 4 means ‘The Lord He alone is God’ meaning, there is no other. And you love Him will ALL 

your heart, ALL your soul and with ALL your might – that leaves room for nothing else, no other 

so-called god. 

 

In Matthew 10:37 Jesus said: 

(37)  Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 

or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

 

Luke 14:26 
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(26)  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

 

What he is saying is no one should come before Him. And he says in Matthew 6:24 

(24)  “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

 

You cannot have divided loyalty when it comes to God.  

Anything that comes between us and God is an idol. 

Physical possessions are a common trap as an idol in Satan’s system. 

 

If you love the world system and the trappings of the world’s system – you cannot also claim to 

have the love of the Father. 

The “things” of the world aren’t just the objects…it’s the heart condition that covets and greeds 

for them. 

 

And that’s what verse 16, expounds on. One of the reasons we are to not love the world is 

because it’s fount or source is not from God, and also because of its fruit. 

 

The Fruit of the World System (vs. 16) 

1 John 2:16 

(16)  For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 

life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 

 

Satan’s world system uses man’s own inherent wickedness to draw man away from God 

through perversions of what God has ordained as good; like marriage, sex, relationships, 

stewardship, and so on. 

 

The world system, although is passing away, will experience a growing influence over man. 

  

2 Timothy 3:1-5 

(1)  But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 

(2)  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to 

their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

(3)  heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 

(4)  treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 

(5)  having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 

 

In the last days, even though the world is passing away, the love of the world system will grow 

stronger and stronger. Its fruit will become more and more evident. 
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We are not to love the world system because its fount is not from God but from Satan; it’s fruit 

is fleshly and antithetical to God has called us to and third; it is fleeting and transitory, it has no 

permanence unlike God’s Kingdom. 

 

The Future of the World System (vs. 17) 

What does the future hold for the world system? 

 

1 John 2:17 

(17)  And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

abides forever. 

 

But the world system is limited and currently restrained. 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so 

until he is out of the way. 

 

When the Christian influence is removed at the rapture, the world system will be on a runaway, 

unrestrained course culminating in the Antichrist. 

 

The world system and the world itself is just a passing, fleeting thing. There was a beginning to 

the world, to the universe and there will be an end. It has a finite life period. 

One day all of it will be gone. 

 

Colossians 1:16-17 

(16)  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

(17)  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

 

Christ continually sustains his creation, preventing it from falling into chaos or disintegrating45 

He is literally holding the universe together, He is the force that keeps the universe from flying 

apart. 

 

The ultimate binding force holding everything together is Jesus Christ, and one day He is going 

to simply ‘let go’. 

 

2 Peter 3:12 

                                                           
45
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(12)  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will 

be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 

 

The word for “dissolved” means “to loosen” or “set free”. Christ will let go of His binding grip 

and the world will simply fly apart in a great display of heat and noise. 

 

Not only that but Satan has limited time left also. One day he will be tossed into the Lake of Fire 

for all eternity. Satan’s influence will be over, his plan – done, all his power – gone. 

 

What remains is God’s Kingdom. A new Heaven and a New Earth. 

Read Revelation 21:1-8 

Read Revelation 22:1-5 

 

That’s what endures, that’s what we are living for and the promise we have waiting for us. 

That’s what makes the pain of this world bearable. 

That’s what makes the difficulties and the trials of this life tolerable. 

 

This world is fleeting and passing away, but God’s kingdom will be forever and ever and ever – 

that’s where our love should be. 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Holy Spirit through John tells us to not love the world. He doesn’t say to leave the world 

but He says while we are in the world we are to live differently from the world. 

 

In His High Priestly prayer Jesus prayed: 

John 17:14-16 

(14)  I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world. 

(15)  I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 

(16)  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 

And Paul said in Romans 12:2 

(2)  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

We are to hold this world with a very loose grip. This world system is based on a system that is 

opposed to God, its source is not from God and its fruit appeals to the flesh and our sin nature, 

and it’s a fleeting system with no future. 
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We are to give our undivided loyalty to the Father through Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and do His revealed will. 

And we have the promise of a future eternal life in a perfect world with the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit forever. That’s where our love should be placed while living here, not in this doomed 

world, but in God’s coming perfect Kingdom. 

 

 

 

LESSON 10 – 1 John 2:18 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

Last week we looked at Chapter 2:15-17, and we saw that we are not to love the world or the 

things of the world. 

 

What was John referring to when he said, “the world”? 

 

We looked at Ephesians 2:1-3 and saw the course of this world is after Satan. 

 

We looked at 2 Corinthians 4:3-5 and saw that Satan is the god of this world. 

 

We looked at 1 John 5:19 and saw the whole world lies in the power of Satan, the evil one. 

 

By “world” John is referring to the “world system”. 

It is that world system, or program, or agenda, which is under the power of or influence of 

Satan. It is in opposition to the gospel and in rebellion to God. It is a system that perverts what 

God has created and influences man to worship himself rather than God. It is a man centered 

system that denies, rejects and rebels against God and His anointed. 

 

Psalms 2:2-3 says: 

(2)  The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the 

LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 

(3)  "Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!" 

 

Man rejects God and His anointed, (“anointed” means “Christ”) and wants to break free from 

His rule and live by his own desires. 

This has been the case for as long as man has been here. 

 

We see in Judges 17:6 
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(6)  In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. 

 

Each man decided how he would live and what he decided was moral. That gives a very wide 

spectrum of what is acceptable and what isn’t. 

 

So, we saw in chapter 2, verses 15-17: 

The fount of the world system – its source is not from God but from Satan. There are two 

realms; God’s and Satan’s. We cannot have a divided loyalty. A house divided against itself 

cannot stand (Matthew 12:25). You cannot serve two masters, you will love the one and hate 

the other (Luke 16:13). 

We are to love God and His system, not the world’s system. 

 

We saw the fruit of the world system – “the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 

pride of life”. It is a desire and craving for things antithetical to the character of God. It’s a 

craving for what pleases us. Objects, possessions, desires, pride, envy, you name it. Anything 

that we chase that comes between us and God becomes and idol of the heart and is a fruit of 

the world system. It reveals a heart issue. 

 

And we saw the future of the world system – one day Satan will be cast into the lake of fire and 

his influence will be over and the world system will pass away and only God’s perfect kingdom 

of peace will endure forever and ever. This world system is fleeting, temporary and empty. 

 

We are to hold this world with a very loose grip. This world system is based on a system that is 

opposed to God, its source is not from God and its fruit appeals to the flesh and our sin nature, 

and it’s a fleeting system with no future. 

 

We are to give our undivided loyalty to the Father through Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and do His revealed will. 

 

Where we are at in the outline is: 

AUTHENTICE FAITH IS NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT RATHER IT KNOWS AND BELIEVES THE TRUTH 

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST (2:15-27) 

 

That brings us to tonight, we look at the next section: let’s read verses 18 to 27. 

 

This section’s title is: 

Authentic Faith, in Contrast with the False Teachers, Knows and Believes the Truth About 

Jesus Christ (vs. 18–27) 

 

False teachers had arisen in the Ephesian church and probably elsewhere also. 

They brought errant teaching about Jesus, and about His and our relationship to the Father. 
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One of the tests of Authentic Faith is the doctrinal test, or belief test. 

Does one’s view of Jesus Christ match up to the revealed Jesus of the scriptures and what the 

apostles, specifically John, taught, given he was an eye witness to Jesus and His ministry from 

the very beginning and he was also an eye witness of the crucifixion and the resurrection of 

Jesus. 

 

What we believe about Jesus is important. In fact, John makes a correct understanding of Jesus 

an integral part of having an authentic faith and authentic relationship with the Father. 

 

False teachers had arisen and were teaching heresies or held unorthodox views of Christ. 

 

What we need to understand is the fact of false teachers. There have been false teachers from 

the start of the church and there are false teachers today. And here is one of the clues of a false 

teacher…they always have an errant teaching about the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

Get Christ wrong and you will go off the rails in other places. 

Look at Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, any cult and you’ll find they 

have an errant view of Jesus Christ. 

The Jehovah Witnesses believe Jesus is not God, which the scriptures clearly portray him as 

Jehovah. The Mormons believe Jesus is a lessor deity and Satan is his brother, Seventh Day 

Adventists believe Jesus is Michael the Archangel.  

And each go astray in other areas because their view of Christ is wrong. You’ll see this in any 

cult or false religion. 

 

 So far in 1 John, he has been addressing false teaching, by affirming truths, here now John 

mentions false teachers directly.  

 

So, the first thing we have to understand is: 

 

The Fact of False Teachers (vs. 18-21) 

We have to deal with the fact that there are false teachers with nefarious motives. 

 

This was not new to the church when John wrote this 30 years earlier, Paul speaking to the 

Ephesian elders said: 

Acts 20:28-30 

(28)  Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 

you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 

(29)  I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock; 
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(30)  and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away 

the disciples after them. 

 

Jesus even warned of false prophets. 

Matthew 7:15 

(15)  “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 

wolves. 

 

Paul also warned Timothy: 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 

(3)  For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 

they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 

(4)  and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

 

Jude, the half brother of Jesus also warned of false teachers arising up within the church: 

 

Jude 1:3-4 

(3)  Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 

necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to 

the saints. 

(4)  For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 

condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 

only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

The apostle Peter also warned that false teachers would rise up among the church: 

2 Peter 2:1 

(1)  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 

bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 

 

Its been over 30 years and false teachers had arisen in the church. It’s interesting that here John 

doesn’t call them false teachers, or false prophets; he calls them “antichrists”. And he also 

mentions THE antichrist. 

 

Look at 1 John 2:18-21 again: 

(18)  Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 

antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

 

The word “antichrist” means: 
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“… either “against Christ” or “instead of Christ,” or perhaps, combining the two, “one who, 

assuming the guise of Christ, opposes Christ” (Westcott)”.46 

 

The sense of the word is: a person who sets himself in the place of Christ; especially implying 

the usurping of Christ and his position. 

 

I think an important nuance is to recognize that “anti” doesn’t just mean to ‘oppose’ or be 

‘opposite to’ but carries the connotation of ‘instead of’. 

 

What does John mean when he says, “many antichrists have come”? First, we have to see what 

he means by: 

“you have heard that antichrist is coming”. 

 

There is a THE Antichrist and many antichrists. 

The Antichrist is singular. There is a single person who is The Antichrist. This person is “coming”, 

meaning he was still yet future. 

Then we see there are ‘many antichrists’ plural, and they ‘have come’ – past tense. And these 

many antichrists have similarities with The Antichrist person. 

 

Let’s look at some prophecies of the Antichrist and then see the purpose and goal of the 

Antichrist; then we’ll understand who the many antichrists are. 

 

Prophecies of the Antichrist 

 

First, John is the only biblical writer who uses the term “antichrist” although this person is 

mentioned by several names and descriptions in the bible. 

 

To understand who he is and then why he comes we need to go to the first prophecy of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

After Satan had deceived Adam and Eve in the garden and they sinned by eating the forbidden 

fruit, God calls Adam, Eve and Satan before Him and God pronounces a curse on each. First with 

Satan: 

 

Genesis 3:14-15 

(14)  So the LORD God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are cursed more 

than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall 

eat dust All the days of your life. 
                                                           
46
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(15)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel." (NKJV) 

 

What I want you to notice is that one of the curses on Satan is that there will be “enmity”, or a 

state of hostility between Satan and the woman, representing mankind. 

There is a God instilled conflict between Satan and his forces and man. Satan hates mankind 

and is actively seeking to destroy is spiritually. 

We saw this last week, primarily through the world system that preys on our flesh and sin 

nature in an attempt to separate us from God. 

Remember those that are rejecting the gospel of reconciliation with the Father are doing so 

because Satan, the God of this world is blinding their eyes. (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

 

We have an enemy, a very real enemy, Satan. 1 Peter 5:8 tells us: 

 1 Peter 5:8 

(8)  Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. 

 

The enemy of mankind is the devil, especially of Christians, who are no longer blinded. And he 

does this through in part through the world system. 

 

So, in Genesis we see the start of the conflict between Satan and mankind. 

 

Also notice the conflict will be between Satan’s “seed” and the woman’s “Seed”. I quoted the 

NKJV earlier because you can see this a little clearer in that translation. 

 

Satan has a “seed” and the woman has a “Seed” with a capital “S”. The capital “S” in the 

woman’s seed is referring to Jesus Christ. This is also a prophecy of the virgin birth because the 

‘seed’ is not in the woman, its in the man and here the prophecy is about the woman’s seed, 

meaning it wouldn’t be there because of a normal union with a man, but in fact, was fulfilled 

when the Holy Spirit overshadowed her and placed Christ in her womb. This was also 

prophesized by Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14) and fulfilled in Matthew (Matthew 1:18-23). 

 

But we have to keep in mind Satan has a “seed”. There are two senses of this; spiritual and 

physical. 

 

What is Satan’s seed? 

The “offspring” of the serpent includes demons and anyone serving his kingdom of darkness, 

those whose “father” is the devil (John 8:44).47 
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But if we say the woman’s “seed” is both a spiritual and physical meaning then we have to 

apply the same interpretation to the same word applied to Satan, that he will somehow have a 

physical descendent. 

 

My personal opinion, and that’s all it is here, just my thought is that the Antichrist will be a 

physical descendent in some way of Satan. I have reasons for this view, but again it is just my 

opinion. 

 

The last part of Satan’s curse that “He (Christ, the woman’s seed) shall bruise your head, And 

you shall bruise His heel.” 

 

Satan will cause harm to Christ; most see this as fulfilled at the crucifixtion. I think it was but 

continues through persecution of the Christians and the Church. It is a harm or hurt that is not 

fatal. He can hurt but not kill. 

Christ said the gates of hell will not prevail against the church (Matthew 16:18). 

 

In contrast Christ will bruise the head of Satan. Bruise means to crush. 

Romans 16:20 

(20)  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 

 

Remember we are “in Christ”, we were crucified with Christ, died with Christ, buried, 

resurrected and seated with Christ. 

And here we’re shown that the promise of the crushing Satan’s head is also our promise, in 

Christ, but’s God that does the crushing. Our job is to be “in Christ”, believe on Him. 

 

The crushing head wound is fatal. Christ will destroy Satan, and this is fulfilled completely when 

Christ will throw Satan into the Lake of Fire for all eternity in Revelation 20:10. 

 

So, in the meantime we have this conflict, this battle between Satan and mankind, and 

although we know the outcome, we know who wins, we still have to play out the clock so to 

speak. But it is a very real conflict and struggle right now, today. 

 

And Satan has a plan and is playing out that plan. 

 

So, let’s go to the actual prophecy of the prophecy of The Antichrist in Daniel. 

Turn to Daniel 7:15-26 

There will be a kingdom in the last days with a little horn ruler. 

 

Turn to Daniel 8:15-5 
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After the Fall of the Grecian Empire shall arise another empire and from that empire shall arise 

a single king that shall oppose the Prince of princes, Christ. 

 

Turn to Daniel 9:24-27 

He, the prince that is to come, shall make a covenant with the many or Israel. This is the same 

king from chapter 8. 

The weeks are groups of 7 years. So, the covenant with Israel will be a 7 year covenant, which 

he will break in the middle of the 7 years and set up a desolation in the temple for 3 ½ years. 

 

Turn to Zechariah 11:16-17 

Since he is completely antithetical to the True Shepherd he is probably the depiction of a future 

false Messiah, also known as the little horn (cf. Dn 7:8–12; 24–26), the man of lawlessness (2Th 

2:3), the Antichrist (1Jn 2:18), and the Beast (Rv 13:1–10), whom God will ultimately destroy.48 

 

This ties the Antichrist to the nation of Israel in some way. He will be ultimately against the 

nation of Israel but pretend to be her savior. 

 

Now turn to 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 

There will arise a “man of lawlessness” also called “the son of perdition” and this man will sit in 

the temple and proclaim that he is god. 

 

Turn to Revelation 13:1-10. 

Here he is called “the beast” and has authority for 42 months or 3 ½ years. 

 

These are prophecies of a singular person John calls the Antichrist. He will be on the scene for 7 

years but it is the last 3 ½ years where he will do away with pretenses and just declare that he is 

god. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:9 tells is that the coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan. 

His coming is by the activity of Satan. 

 

The NET Bible translates verse 9 this way: 

“The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles and signs and 

false wonders”49 
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His physical coming will be ‘by’ or ‘through’ the power of Satan, which is one of the reasons I 

believe he will be a physical seed of Satan. Not just inspired by or filled by but actually; the seed 

of Satan, in some way. 

Next time we’ll look at the Purpose and Goal of the Antichrist. 

LESSON 11 – 1 John 2:19 - 23 

 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

Where we’re at in the outline: 

AUTHENTICE FAITH IS NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT RATHER IT KNOWS AND BELIEVES THE TRUTH 

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST (2:15-27) 

 

Let’s read 2:15-17 

 

We went through verses 15 – 17 a couple of weeks ago and discussed the World System and 

how believers are not to love the world, we’re not to have a divided heart with God. 

We can’t love the world and love God at the same time. 

 

Then we started the next section, which contains the belief or doctrinal test. 

 

Authentic Faith, in Contrast with the False Teachers, Knows and Believes the Truth About 

Jesus Christ (vs. 18–27) 

 

What a person believes about the person and work of Jesus Christ is important to having an 

authentic faith and relationship to the Father. 

 

In this section we’re going to look at The Fact of the False Teachers, There Heresy of the False 

Teachers and the Solution to the Heresy of the False Teachers. 

 

The first thing we saw was: 

 

The Fact of False Teachers (vs. 18-21) 

False teachers are a fact. They have been in the church since the beginning and were warned 

about by Jesus, then after the foundation of the church, Paul, Peter and Jude warned of false 

teachers in the church. 

 

John, some 30 years later, calls these false teachers ‘antichrists’. 

  

Last week we did an overview of prophecies of The Antichrist: 
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Prophecies of the Antichrist 

We saw several prophecies about a singular person who will arise in the end times as a world 

leader and oppose and mimic Christ. 

 

Now we look at: 

 

Purpose and Goal of the Antichrist  

The purpose that we have seen already is to oppose Christ. He declares himself god, so he 

attempts to deceive the world and lead away the world away from God and towards a satanic 

worship disguised as God worship. 

He does this through mimicry; by imitating what God has ordained. 

 

Examples: 

First of all, there is the trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Satan has an unholy trinity of Satan, the Beast, or antichrist (Revelation 13:1-3) and the false 

prophet (Revelation 13:11-12). Each with mirror functions of the Holy trinity. 

 

If we look at the antichrist in particular, notice he is “the son of perdition”. Jesus is the Son of 

God. 

The antichrist takes the role of the son in the unholy trinity. 

And he mimics Jesus Christ and his ministry: 

 

Christ dies and is resurrected (Luke 24:6-7). 

The Antichrist apparently dies and is apparently resurrected (Revelation 13:12), but it will be a 

false resurrection. 

 

Christ makes and, is in fact, the new covenant with Israel (Jeremiah 31:33, Isaiah 42:6, Matthew 

26:26-28). 

The Antichrist also makes a covenant with Israel (Daniel 9:27). 

 

Jesus’ ministry was 3 ½ years long. 

The Antichrists main ministry is 3 ½ years long (he sets up the abomination of desolation in the 

temple and declares he is god – at that point there is no longer any pretenses of who he is). 

 

Christ is God (John 1:1-2; John 10:36), and the antichrist will claim to be God (2 Thessalonians 

2:4). 

 

Christ did miracles (Matthew 9:32-33; Mark 6:2); the antichrist will have false miracles 

(Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:9). 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+1:1-2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+10:36
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2th+2:4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2th+2:4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+9:32-33
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mr+6:2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+24:24
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2th+2:9
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Christ is crowned with many crowns (Revelation 19:12); the antichrist is crowned with ten 

crowns (Revelation 13:1).  

 

Christ rides a white horse (Revelation 19:11); the antichrist is portrayed as riding a white horse 

(Revelation 6:2). 

 

God places a mark on the forehead of believers in the Tribulation for protection (Revelation 

9:4), the antichrist has people receive a mark on their forehead or right hand (Revelation 

13:16). 

 

One of the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to lead people to glorify Christ (John 16:13-14). 

The False Prophet leads people to worship the Antichrist (Revelation 13:11-12). 

 

So, what we can come away with is that the goal of Satan is to mimic God and His plan. His plan 

is to deceive the world and lead away the world away from God and towards a satanic worship 

disguised as true worship. 

 

He does this mainly through the World System that is in opposition to God, as we discussed last 

week. 

 

Satan’s plan, through the Antichrist, is to attempt to set up his own kingdom in contrast to 

Christ’s kingdom and receive ultimate worship. 

 

Isaiah 14:12-14 describes Satan’s heart motive: 

(12)  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to 

the ground, You who weakened the nations! 

(13)  For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; 

(14)  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.' (NKJV) 

 

Satan’s desire is to be like God and have a throne and be worshipped as God. 

 

So, what do we learn about the Antichrist to come? 

He opposes Christ. Impersonates Christ. Promotes the World System and denies God. 

 

What does that tell us about the “many antichrists” that have come? They are part of that 

agenda to separate men from God. They are part of a spiritual deception that hits at the core of 

God’s plan – the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

 

They twist and pervert the doctrine of Christ. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+19:12
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+13:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+19:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+6:2
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That’s why going through a systematic theology study is a good thing, not just for seminary 

students or pastors – like we saw with Ben a couple of weeks ago, but for everyone. 

It’s a good combat against falling for heresies. 

Everyone should go through a systematic theology study at some point. 

 

There are some great ones that are not too huge. “The Moody Handbook of Theology” as an 

example. 

 

Turn back to 1 John; 

So, when John warns: 

1 John 2:18 

(18)  Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 

antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

 

He is also tying the rise of all of these false teachers he calls ‘antichrists’ to the “last hour”. And 

says, “Therefore we know it is the last hour”. 

 

The last hour has lasted 2 thousand years so far, but as we get closer and closer to the return of 

Christ, false teachers, antichrists will pop up more and more, the world system will deceive 

more and more, until it culminates with the appearing of The Antichrist. 

 

The many antichrists are stepping stones. They appear – drop their heresies and lead as many 

astray as possible, as part of Satan’s’ plan to deceive the world. 

But the more and more we see them, we shouldn’t fear – it just means we are getting closer 

and closer to the return of Christ. 

 

The return of Christ is always mentioned in the bible with (2) goals:  

 

First; Comfort. It should be a comfort to know our Lord is returning and one day we will be in 

His presence for ever and never separated. 

Whatever trials and hardships we are going through, we can endure and have hope and 

comfort because Christ is coming back (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) and we will always be with the 

Lord. 

 

Second; knowing Christ will return, and at any moment, should spur us to live godly productive 

lives for Him now. We should be living for Him and not ourselves (2 Peter 3:10-12). 

 

We saw Satan’s plan to lead the world away from God through the world system, in the form of 

deception; deception about man and God. It’s a world system that centers on man-worship and 

culminates in the ultimate expression of man and rebellion – The Antichrist. 

 



James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  103 | 145 

Now we are turning the focus to the antichrists – plural. In verse 19 we see: 

 

The antichrists Exposed 

 

(19)  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 

 

The references to ‘they’ are referring to the antichrists; the false teachers. 

 

One of the primary ways of identifying false teachers (I’m using that term interchangeably with 

‘antichrists’), is that they depart from the church. 

 

One of the duties of the church is to keep and maintain the Word of God and her doctrines. 

Part of the duty of elders to make sure that the church stays true to the word of God. This is 

done by vetting pastors – like we saw with Ben’s ordination.  

False teachers, on the other hand do not stand up to doctrinal scrutiny. Their doctrines do not 

match what has been handed down through the apostles. 

 

John Scott says: 

John not only relates the fact of their departure from the fellowship, but discerns a purpose in it. 

The heretics went out of their own volition, but behind the secession was the divine purpose that 

the spurious should be ‘made manifest’ lest the elect should be led astray (Matt. 24:24). Their 

departure was ‘their unmasking’. What is counterfeit cannot remain for ever hidden (cf. 1 Cor. 

3:13; 4:5). ‘There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 

known’ (Luke 12:2).50 

 

These antichrists are unmasked or revealed by their departure. 

 

But as Boice warns us: 

We must bear in mind that John is not talking about a mere exchange of one denomination for 

another—the one who does that is not by that act revealed to be an unbeliever—but rather of a 

departure that is at the same time a rejection of the fundamental truths of Christianity.51 

 

So just because someone changes churches, that is not an indicator that they are false brethren 

or antichrists – it’s the rejection of the fundamental truths of Christianity. 

 

Usually what they do is start their own denomination or sect with their own doctrines of Christ. 

                                                           
50

 Scott, J. P. (2009) Tyndale New Testament Commentaries; The Letters of John Vol. 19 Leon Morris General Editor, 
Norton Street Nottingham, England, Intervarsity Press 
51

 Boice, J. M. (2004). The Epistles of John: an expositional commentary (p. 70). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.18-21&off=8414&ctx=re+from+the+church.+~We+must+bear+in+mind
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The Seventh Day Adventists started this way, as did the Jehovah Witnesses. 

The Jehovah Witnesses went to far as to create their own translation of the bible with altered 

text to support their own erroneous views. 

 

This is why John, at the very beginning of the letter was adamant that he was an eye witness of 

Jesus; he touched Him, leaned against Him at the last supper, saw Him and His miracles; He saw 

the resurrected Christ and what he had taught them, as well as what the other apostles taught 

regarding Jesus was the truth; contrary to what these antichrists were teaching. 

 

Then in verses 20 to 21 we see… 

 

The Believer’s Defense Against the antichrists 

 

(20)  But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 

(21)  I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 

because no lie is of the truth. 

 

The false teachers are revealed to be not really Christians by the fact that they will eventually 

go out of the church; conversely, believers are part of the church and are proven to be true 

believers because they have the “anointing” of God, meaning we have the Holy Spirit indwelling 

us. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

(21)  And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 

(22)  and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 

 

The Holy Spirit is our guarantee, or proof also of the promise of the future redemption of our 

bodies and soul. 

 

And John says we all have knowledge. The KJV and NKJV say: 

“you know all things”. 

 

Derickson says: 

“All things” does not mean “everything.” This is not a promise of omniscience, an 

incommunicable divine attribute. Rather, it describes what one needs to know to resist the false 

teachers (2:21). The church of John’s day was already faced with false doctrines involving the 

person and work of Christ. Gnosticism was in its early stages of development and would blossom 

to a major controversy in the following century. Gnostic Christians claimed to receive secret 

knowledge of the truth. This knowledge was necessary for salvation, and only the élite could 

know these secret truths and thus have salvation. John opposed this concept by affirming that 
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believers know the truth, everything they need to know. Furthermore, what John is writing is not 

something new or secret but something known by all.52 

 

Boice also says: 

The point is not that Christians know everything. They certainly do not. But rather that all who 

are Christians at least know the full, absolute, and reliable truth concerning Jesus. Whatever 

their other doubts may be, they at least have no doubt regarding Christ’s person. Once again we 

should notice that John’s purpose in writing is not to impart fresh truth but rather to bring his 

readers to the point of using more effectively that which they already know.53 

 

John then says in verse 21 that he is writing, not to teach them new things but to remind them 

that they already know what the need to know about Christ; and the contrary teachings by the 

antichrists are not part of the truth and not part of an authentic relationship with God. 

 

Then in verses 22 and 23 we get to what the actual false teachings were. 

 

The Heresy of the False Teachers (vs. 22-23) 

1 John 2:22-23 

(22)  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who 

denies the Father and the Son. 

(23)  No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 

 

Apparently, the false teachers were denying that Jesus was God’s Christ. 

 

Phillip Comfort says: 

The great central truth of all Christian truth is that Jesus is the Christ. To deny this is blatant 

heresy. The heretic Cerinthus taught that “Jesus” and “the Christ” were two separate beings 

who were united only from the time of Jesus’ baptism until the time he was crucified—at which 

point, Cerinthus taught, “the Christ” left Jesus.54 

 

                                                           
52

 Derickson, G. W. (2012). First, Second, and Third John. (H. W. House, W. H. Harris III, & A. W. Pitts, Eds.) (p. 236). 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

53
 Boice, J. M. (2004). The Epistles of John: an expositional commentary (p. 71). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 

54
 Osborne, G., Philip W. Comfort. (2007). Cornerstone biblical commentary, Vol 13: John and 1, 2, and 3 John (pp. 

343–344). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/eec83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.20&off=8599&ctx=%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%82+(Grayston%2c+78).%0a~%E2%80%9CAll+things%E2%80%9D+does+no
https://ref.ly/logosres/boicecm83jn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.18-21&off=10533&ctx=ly%2c+%E2%80%9Cyou+all+know.%E2%80%9D+~The+point+is+not+tha
https://ref.ly/logosres/cstonecm64jn?ref=Bible.1Jn2.22&off=70&ctx=+is+not+the+Christ.+~The+great+central+tr
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Denial that Jesus is “the Christ” is ultimately denying that He came in the flesh (1 John 1:1–3; 

4:3; 2 John 7). Thus John is affirming that one must acknowledge the full deity of Jesus as well as 

His full humanity to actually worship God.55 

 

One of the great doctrines of the Church is the hypostatic union; the doctrine that Jesus Christ 

was fully, 100% man in flesh and at the exact same time 100% God. 

We can’t fully comprehend this, but we can know that it is a fact with absolute certainty 

because scripture teaches it. 

 

Turn to Romans 10:9-13 

(9)  because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

(10)  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 

saved. 

(11)  For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

(12)  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 

(13)  For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 

In verse 9, the word for “Lord” can mean, master, owner but it is also the New Testament Greek 

equivalent for the Old Testament Hebrew word for Yahweh. 

 

Verse 13 – who ever calls on the name of the Lord, or on Jesus will be saved. That is an Old 

Testament quote from Joel 2:32. 

Keep your finger here in Romans and look at the verse in Joel 2:32 

(32)  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be 

saved… 

 

Notice that the word LORD is in all caps. When you see LORD in all caps in the Old Testament 

that means the word that is translated LORD is the covenant name of God – Yahweh or 

Jehovah. 

 

Turn back to Romans 10; so what Paul is doing in Romans 10:13 is applying Joel’s statement to 

Jesus. So, in verse 9 it can justly be read this way: 

 

(9)  because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Yahweh and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 
                                                           
55

 Derickson, G. W. (2012). First, Second, and Third John. (H. W. House, W. H. Harris III, & A. W. Pitts, Eds.) (p. 240). 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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Is Jesus Yahweh? Yes, 

He claimed to be in John 8:58 

(58)  Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." (NKJV) 

 

He was tying Himself to the covenant name of God that He told Moses was His name: 

Exodus 3:13-14 

(13)  Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 

'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall 

I say to them?" 

(14)  And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children 

of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 

(NKJV) 

 

This name is in Hebrew Yahweh or sometimes Jehovah. 

 

Why is it important to acknowledge that Jesus is God? 

 

Acknowledging Jesus Christ as God is a fundamental and absolutely essential doctrine of Christ. 

It is an integral part of the Virgin Birth and the ability of Jesus to be a propitiation for our sins. 

To deny the deity of Christ in any way denies God the Father. 

The Gnostics taught Jesus didn’t have a flesh and blood body – they denied his humanity. They 

did not hold to a hypostatic union, they held to wo separate and distinct natures of Christ. This 

is a lie of the antichrists. 

Jesus, the man, was Christ, the Son of God – both in one. 

 

The Jehovah Witnesses will teach that Jesus is a god and NOT Jehovah or Yahweh. They are 

antichrists. 

 

The Mormons do not hold to Jesus as Yahweh; they are antichrists. 

 

Some people will believe that Jesus was a great teacher and moralist, but that’s all. That’s being 

an antichrist. 

No one, 1 John 2:23 says, who denies the Son has the Father. 

 

The thing to keep in mind that there are lots of sincere people in these false religions, they’re 

not the problem, they’re deceived and have been blinded. It’s the religion itself that’s the spirit 

of antichrist. The people in them need the true gospel. 

 

Now consider Islam.   

Islam does not claim to be a Christian sect. but they do believe in Jesus and that he was a 

prophet. 
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The Dome of the Rock is a Muslim shrine that sits on the temple mount in Jerusalem. The 

Muslims claim to worship God the Father, the God of Abraham; the same God as we do. But on 

the inside of the shrine is an inscription that runs around the building. Part of that inscription 

reads: 

 

“The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a Messenger of God, and His Word which He 

conveyed unto Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in God and His messengers, and say not 

'Three' - Cease! (it is) better for you! - God is only One God. Far be it removed from His 

transcendent majesty that He should have a son.”  

 

The Catholic Church considers Islam a true expression of worship: 

Second Vatican Council, Lumen Gentium 16, November 21, 1964 

“But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place 

among whom are the Muslims: these profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us 

they adore the one, merciful God, mankind’s judge on the last day.”56 

 

Now, Islam does not proport to be a Christian religion, but they proport to worship the same 

God…but they deny the Son. 

John says, the one who denies the Son, is also denying the Father. 

Islam then does not worship the Father, they are actually worshipping a false god, they are 

antichrists.  

 

How can the Catholic Church acknowledge them as being saved also, when they deny Christ?  

 

Modern Judaism that denies that Jesus is the Messiah, is an antichrist religion. At least with 

Judaism, we know one day they will acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah and will convert. 

 

 Zechariah 12:10 

(10)  “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 

and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall 

mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a 

firstborn. 

 

One day the nation of Israel will realize that Jesus is the Messiah and mourn because they have 

rejected Him and His kingdom offer. But they will turn in faith to Christ and accept Him as their 

                                                           
56
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Messiah from then on. God’s plan with Israel is not over, they are just on hold for the time 

being. 

 

In order to have the Father, you must have the Son, there is no alternative. The only way to the 

Father is through the Son 

 

Acts 4:12 

(12)  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved.” 

 

John 14:6 

(6)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 

 

We looked at the Fact of the False Teachers (verses 18–21) and then the Heresy of the False 

Teachers (verses 22-23); and next time we’ll see… 

 

The Solution to the Heresies of the False Teachers (vs. 24-27) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 12 – 1 John 2:24 – 27 
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REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

Where we’re at in the outline: 

AUTHENTICE FAITH IS NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT RATHER IT KNOWS AND BELIEVES THE TRUTH 

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST (2:15-27) 

 

Let’s read 2:15-27 

 

We went through verses 15 – 17 a couple of weeks ago and discussed the World System and 

how believers are not to love the world, we’re not to have a divided heart with God. 

We can’t love the world and love God at the same time. 

 

Then we started the next section, which contains the belief or doctrinal test. This section runs 

from verse 18 to 27 and we are calling this section… 

 

Authentic Faith, in Contrast with the False Teachers, Knows and Believes the Truth About 

Jesus Christ (vs. 18–27) 

 

What a person believes about the person and work of Jesus Christ is important to having an 

authentic faith and relationship to the Father. 

There is truth about Christ and there are errors that the letter’s recipients had been exposed to. 

 

The truth handed down to them from the very men who were eye witnesses to Jesus’ ministry, 

His crucifixtion and His resurrection. John, who wrote this letter is the last surviving member of 

that group of men. He was called by Jesus, was with Jesus all during His ministry and was 

considered the disciple whom Jesus loved. He was one Jesus’ inner circle along with Peter and 

James that was with Jesus during the transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-2). John was the disciple 

that leaned against Jesus bosom at the last supper (John 13:23-25) and he was the disciple that 

Jesus commended His mother to (John 19:26-27). 

 

And so, John’s testimony about the person and nature of Christ is absolutely trustworthy. 

Whereas the teachings that these antichrists and false teachers were bringing in contradicted 

the establish truth of Jesus; his nature and work. 

 

The first thing we looked at last time was… 

The Fact of the False Teachers (vs. 18-21) 

 

We looked at the fact that false teachers were in the church from the beginning. Paul warned 

that false teachers would arise within the church, as did Peter as did Jude. 
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Paul called these false teachers “Fierce Wolves” (Acts 20:29), Jesus called them false prophets 

in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15), Jude called them “ungodly people” (Jude 1:4). 

John calls them “antichrists” (1 John 2:18). 

 

1 John 2:18 

(18)  Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many 

antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

 

The letter’s recipients had been taught about the last days coming Antichrist. They learned this 

through Paul and others and from the Old Testament prophecies that the Antichrist will be a 

real, singular person, who will appear in the last years as a world leader. He will make a 7-year 

covenant with Israel, break it half way through, set up an image in the temple and demand that 

he be worshiped as god.  

He will attack the nation of Israel and persecute all those who oppose him. 

 

But before he arrives on the scene there have been and will be “many antichrists”. 

 

Given what we looked at concerning the World System of verses 15-17 and what we saw about 

the prophecies and goals of the Antichrist; what do you think John was conveying about 

character of the “many antichrists” that have come”? 

 

Like the Antichrist, the many antichrists come in deception leading people away from God and 

towards themselves. The false teachers that John calls antichrists have the appearance of 

knowledge but in reality, they are perverting the truth about the person and work of Christ and 

focusing on themselves. 

 

1 John 2:19 said: 

(19)  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 

 

One of the identifying marks of the antichrists is that they go out “that it might become plain 

that they all are not of us”. 

They leave the fellowship of true believers and usually start their own sect or cult. 

 

As the Antichrist wants worship, these many antichrists will want to be revered and they always 

become the head of the cult and demand certain loyalty and obedience. 

Their teaching about Jesus Christ does not match up with what the apostles handed down but is 

twisted and modified. 

 

One of the areas where the false teachers led people astray was that you had to have a special 

knowledge that only they can impart to you. 
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John said no, you all already know the truth about Jesus and you already have the Holy Spirit 

indwelling you. 

 

1 John 2:20-21 

(20)  But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 

(21)  I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 

because no lie is of the truth. 

 

So, these false teachers do not have any special, ‘secret’ knowledge that they can give to their 

select few. Everyone who comes to Christ, as the apostles taught, have the exact same Holy 

Spirit and the exact same access to the power of the Holy Spirit. There are no classes in Christ, 

we are all one. 

 

Then we looked at… 

 

The Heresy of the False Teachers (vs. 22-23) 

We looked at the heresy of the false teachers, what they were actually teaching. 

 

1 John 2:22-23 

(22)  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who 

denies the Father and the Son. 

(23)  No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 

 

These antichrists and false teachers were denying that Jesus is the Christ. This false teaching 

was spread to other areas because the letter of Second John was written to address this specific 

issue also.  

 

Why is denying Jesus is the Christ or anointed one so serious; what are the implications of that 

teaching? 

 

To deny Jesus is the Christ is to divide the humanity of Jesus from the divinity of Christ. If Jesus 

isn’t God, then His sacrifice and atonement would only extend to himself, He couldn’t have 

taken on the sin of the whole world and if He wasn’t a flesh and blood man then He could not 

have been a substitute for men. Only a man could die for men. 

So, to alter either the divinity or humanity of Jesus Christ is to nullify the substitutionary 

efficacious nature of the atonement thus destroying the gospel. 

 

Paul had such strong warnings for those who would tamper with the gospel that he called them 

accursed. 

 

Galatians 1:8-9 



James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  113 | 145 

(8)  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 

we preached to you, let him be accursed. 

(9)  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary 

to the one you received, let him be accursed. 

 

Aside from that it calls the Father and Jesus a liar, since Jesus is plainly portrayed and claimed 

to be God incarnate. 

 

We have seen The Fact of the Fact of the False Teachers and The Heresy of the False Teachers 

and tonight we look at… 

 

The Solution to the Heresies of the False Teachers (vs. 24-27) 

John doesn’t just leave the recipients or us with this warning about antichrists, he goes on to 

give us the solution to the heresies. This is the encouraging part. This is where John gives us the 

application an exhortation. 

 

He does this by telling them and us to do 4 things: Abide in the Truth, Abide in the Promise, 

Abide in the Warning and to Abide in the Holy Spirit. If you do these things, then the lies of the 

false teachers will become evident and you won’t fall for them. 

 

The first is verse 24… 

 

Abide in the Truth (vs. 24) 

1 John 2:24 

(24)  Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning 

abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 

 

We are to take refuge in the truth of Jesus Christ as handed down from the apostles. 

 

John encouraged them to remain faithful to what they had been taught from the beginning—to 

hold on to the Christian truth that had changed their lives. If the believers resisted the lies of the 

antichrists, they would continue to live in fellowship with the Son and with the Father.57 

 

Osborn says: 

If John’s readers would let the truth that they had learned from their initiation into the Christian 

faith and the truth that was proclaimed by John remain in them, then they would remain in the 
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Son and in the Father. The message is that Jesus is the Christ (2:22), the Son of God (2:22) come 

in the flesh (1:1–4). 58 

 

Derickson agrees: 

The message that John’s readers heard from the beginning has three elements in the epistle: 

Jesus is the Christ; He is the Son of God; and He has come in the flesh (1:1–3). These truths had 

been taught from the beginning, and holding them firmly would defend his readers from the 

false teachings that would hinder them from abiding in fellowship with God the Son and God the 

Father.59 

 

The first thing we need to do is abide in the truth of who Jesus Christ is, as given to us by the 

apostles, the eyewitnesses of Jesus. We have this given to us in written form in the Bible. 

 

The church at Ephesus had Paul’s and Peter’s and Jude’s letters as well as the gospels. By the 

time John wrote first John the rest of the New Testament had already been written except for 2 

& 3 John and Revelation. 

But the gospels and the other epistles had been around for about 30 years. So, the church at 

Ephesus most assuredly had access to them by this time. 

They had access to the truth of Jesus Christ and they had John himself, the last living apostle. 

 

We, just like they, need to hold on to the truth of the gospel and the eyewitness accounts of 

Jesus and not follow any new or “discovered” truth about Jesus. 

Anyone who comes up with a new teaching or new information about Jesus Christ is 

automatically suspect. 

We already have the truth, we need to abide in that. 

 

Paul warned Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:13-15 

(13)  But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

(14)  But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing 

from whom you have learned them, 

(15)  and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
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Compare everything to the recorded truth of the Bible, anything else is false. By abiding in the 

truth of revealed, completed, inspired scripture we won’t fall prey to the lies of the false 

teachers. 

 

Then we are also to… 

 

Abide in the Promise (v. 25) 

(25)  And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 

 

We have a promise in Christ; what is that promise? Eternal Life. 

What does eternal life mean? It means unseparated co-existence with God the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit for all eternity. 

 

Eternal life does not just refer to endless existence, because even the unsaved have an eternal 

existence. 

Matthew 25:46 

(46)  And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

So, everyone will have an eternal destiny; it is to either “punishment” or “life”. That’s the 

contrast. Punishment is the eternal separation from the Father; experiencing none of His grace 

or mercy in anyway. It is torment described as burning fire. “Life” on the other hand is the 

opposite, it is full union with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in close intimate fellowship 

experiencing the fulness of God’s grace, mercy and love, forever and ever and ever. 

 

The emphasis is on Life. 

 

 John 10:10 

(10)  ... I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

 

John 11:25 Jesus said… 

(25) … “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, 

 

This life is connected through Jesus Christ. He is the life. 

Remember we saw back in 1 John 1:2 

(2)  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 

eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 

 

What we saw is that Jesus Christ is eternal life personified. 
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Through Christ alone we have reconciliation with the Father, we are changed from being 

enemies to being reconciled; having a restored relationship. 

 

Romans 5:10 

(10)  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

 

The meaning of “eternal life” is much more than endless existence; it’s experiencing the full 

reconciled relationship to the Father through Christ, forever. 

It is close, intimate fellowship with God that will never be interrupted or hindered in anyway. It 

will be a perfect relationship of love and mercy bestowed on us and our unwavering devotion 

and awe for God. And this state will continue without end. Time will be no more, and we will 

just ‘be’. 

 

Whatever God has instore for us in the new earth, it will be unlike anything we’ve ever 

experienced here; no sin, no death, no sickness and no separation; nothing that will come 

between us and God. 

 

If we abide in this promise, we will not be in danger of believing the lies of the false teachers or 

antichrists and our relationship with the Father will be unshakable. 

 

And the fact is we have this life now.  

 

John 5:24 

(24)  Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 

life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

 

We have this eternal life now. Eternal life sees its fruition in the world to come, in the new 

heavens and new earth, but we have it right now. We received it the moment we believed and 

placed our faith in Jesus. Its not something we are striving for or have to earn we already 

possess it. 

We need to abide in this promise. 

 

We’ve seen the solution to the heresies of the false teachers is to Abide in the Truth and Abide 

in the Promise, the next solution to the false teacher’s heresies is to… 

 

Abide in the Warning (vs. 26) 

(26)  I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 

 

This is the crux of the whole problem with antichrists…they are trying to deceive us. 
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John doesn’t mince words or pull punches, the false teachers are trying to deceive us through 

their heresies. 

Remember, he calls them antichrists that are similar to THE Antichrist in motive and operation. 

 

The force behind the lies of the many antichrists, who are casting Jesus as not the Christ, is 

demonic and satanic. There is an agenda there. These are not honest sincere Christians who are 

new and don’t have a complete knowledge of Jesus Christ; these are purposefully deceptive 

and manipulators who distort the person and work of Jesus Christ to lead people away from 

God. 

 

Later in the epistle, John will come back to this topic in chapter 4 and say: 

1 John 4:1 

(1)  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

 

2 Peter 3:17 

(17)  You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your 

own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; (NKJV) 

 

The purpose of the warnings is to put us on guard, to be on the alert: 

1 Peter 5:8 

(8)  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring 

lion, seeking someone to devour. (NASB) 

 

We need to abide in the warning, be on the alert, be on guard because the false teachers are 

trying to deceive us. But if we compare their teachings to the Bible they won’t be able to. But 

that means we need to be in the word and reading the Bible diligently.  

 

And finally, the solution to the false teacher’s heresies is to… 

Abide in the Holy Spirit (vs. 27) 

 

(27)  But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that 

anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is 

no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him. 

 

He means, rather, that they have no need for any instruction that diverges from the gospel 

message.60 
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Boice puts it this way: 

When John says that the Christians of his day “do not need anyone to teach” them, the 

statement must be understood in its context. It does not mean, for instance, that there is no 

value at all in teaching or that there is no such thing as a teaching ministry in the church. It only 

means that any valid and therefore useful teaching of the Lord’s people must be done by those 

who are themselves among the Lord’s people and that if Christians are confronted by the false 

teaching of unbelievers, they have within themselves the means of exploring the Scriptures and 

thus dividing truth from error. In knowing the truth they can remain firm.61 

 

DISCUSSION / APPLICATION 

 

In verses 18 to 27 we’ve seen AUTHENTIC FAITH, IN CONTRAST WITH THE FALSE TEACHERS, 

KNOWS AND BELIEVES THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS CHRIST 

 

We looked at the Fact of the False Teachers, the Heresies of the False Teachers and the Solution 

to the Heresies of the False Teachers. 

 

And what we come away with is that there have been and will continue to be false teachers in 

the church, and their goal is to lead believers away from God through deception and distortion 

regarding the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

But we don’t have to fall or be deceived by these teachers. John gives us admonition to Abide in 

the Truth; the revealed truth of God’s word, all teaching must be compared to that. Abide in 

the Promise of Eternal Life, Abide in the Warning about the False Teachers and Abide in the 

Holy Spirit that indwells all believers. 

 

Derickson says it this way: 

Fellowship with God, described in terms of mutual abiding, is dependent on God’s Word having 

an influence (abiding in) in the believer’s life. Moreover, that word in this epistle is christological 

truth. One cannot fellowship with (abide in) God apart from being rightly related to His Son. 

Furthermore, one cannot be rightly related to His Son if he believes the wrong things about Him. 

Fellowship with God is as contingent on truth as it is on moral purity. Both are sourced in God. 

Both are spheres in which a believer must walk in order to abide and thereby experience the 

eternal life they possess.62 

 

What are some practical ways to keep ourselves safe from false teaching? 
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According to Psalm 1:2 
2 *but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. (MEV) 

 

 

Read Psalms 119:11 

(11)  Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You. 

(NKJV) 

 

Acts 17:11 

(11)  Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 

word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were 

so.  (NASB) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 13 – 1 John 2:28 

 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

Where we’re at in the outline: 

 

Authentic Faith may be tested by belief in the truth about Jesus Christ, obedience to His 

commands, and love for His people (2:3-5:5) 
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This is the bulk of the letter and runs from chapter 2 verse 3 to chapter 5 verse 5. 

 

We started with the First Application of the Tests (2:3-2:27) 

 Authentic Faith Obeys God’s Commands [Moral Test] (2:3-2:6) 

 Authentic Faith Loves God’s People [Love Test] (2:7-2:11) 

 

Then we had this small interlude where John pauses briefly to give his readers assurance. 

Assuring Clarification: John’s Readers have Authentic Faith (2:12-14) 

 

Then he comes back to the Belief Test. 

Authentic Faith is Not of the World, But Rather Knows and Believes the Truth About Jesus Christ 

[Belief Test] (2:15-2:27) 

 

Tonight we come to the next section; The Second Application of the Tests (2:28-4:6) 

John begins again with the obedience or moral test. 

 

But before he does, John gives another interlude to give assurance to his readers before he 

starts the next test that begins in verse 4. 

This interlude has a couple of functions; first he assures his readers of their standing with God 

the Father and second, he sets up the reason for obedience. 

 

This letter is very difficult to outline and try to label. John doesn’t write this in a linear way; he’s 

not like Paul. Paul writes in a way that is ‘gentile friendly’, if you will. He has a point and he 

builds his argument in a logical, step by step way. John writes in a very eastern way. His 

structure isn’t linear, this letter is circular in structure, and I’m trying to bring that out as much 

as I can. 

 

Sometimes seeing how a section of the letter relates to the preceding section can be confusing.  

 

And that’s why, when you look at tonight’s section; 2:28 to 3:3, and look at the commentaries 

you can get differing viewpoints; but the really difficult part of this section, in particular, is that 

almost no commentator I read talks about WHY John has this section prior to the actual test 

beginning in 3:4. What is John trying to do with this section? What is he trying to accomplish? 

And the reason why, I think, commentators don’t address the “why” question as much as I 

would like is because of the major topic that arises here – The return of Christ. This topic 

dominates most commentaries, as it should. And we’ll spend a lot of time talking about it 

tonight. 

 

Boice sees this section as something like a parenthesis; he says: 
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These verses are somewhat difficult to fit into a neat outline of the letter. Some commentators 

regard them as the opening words of an entirely new section of the epistle. Others split them, as 

did those who established the chapter division. Dodd begins a new section with verse 29. Brooke 

calls verses 28 and 29 “transition” verses. Obviously, there is truth in each of these views and 

there will be little difference in interpretation regardless of how one regards them. To the 

present writer, however, it seems best to treat this entire section somewhat as a parenthesis, a 

parenthesis that is at the same time a summary of the first presentation of the tests and an 

introduction to the second.63 

 

Boice calls this section a parenthesis; I am calling it an interlude. I see it as another instance of 

giving reassurance to his readers. 

 

He is coming back again to the obedience test and one thing everyone has in common that we 

saw the first time the obedience test was given is that we all fail the obedience test at some 

level. John is writing in black and white and leaves no wiggle room. 

 

Last time, after the obedience and love tests, John gave an interlude to reassure his readers 

that they are saved so they wouldn’t doubt their salvation before moving into the belief test. 

 

Here he seems to be preemptively doing the same thing. 

He seems to be preparing his audience for some tough words that follow. 

For example, we’ll see statements like 1 John 3:6 

(6)  No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen 

him or known him. 

 

Everyone sins, so a statement like this, at face value could startle us; and I think that’s John’s 

intent. He is using black & white, pass & fail type contrasts to spur his readers to examine 

themselves and the false teachers. 

He is exposing the false teachers as not really one of them, not really saved and at the same 

time getting his readers, who ARE saved, to examine their lives and make sure they are LIVING 

in accordance with the revealed will and character of God. But John is not trying to make 

everyone doubt their salvation. 

So, he reassures his readers. 

 

He turned from discussing the false teachers in the last section to now talking about believers in 

this section. 

 

He assures them, and us, in 5 revealing ways: 
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 Abiding in Christ Reveals Our Confidence Before Him 

 Our Obedience Reveals Our New Birth 

 Our Standing as Children of God Reveals the Father’s Love for Us 

 His Appearing Will Reveal Our True State 

 Our Purity Reveals Our Hope 

 

These 5 facets of our salvation reassure us and at the same time lay the foundation for the 

reason for obedience, the source or our obedience and the necessity of our obedience. 

 

So, let’s go through each one. 

Remember, this is the prelude to the second obedience or moral test, and the complete section 

runs from verse 28 to chapter 3 verse 10; entitled: 

Authentic Faith Practices a Lifestyle of Obedience to God (vs. 2:28-3:10) 

 

Let’s read 2:28-3:10 

 

Tonight we’ll look at the first 5 verses of this section: 

The Source of Obedience to God Comes from Abiding in Christ (vs. 2:28-3:3) 

 

When we conscientiously abide in Christ, then that will naturally produce a confidence that at 

His coming we will not have any reason to feel shame, instead we will stand before Him in 

confidence.  

 

Abiding in Christ Reveals Our Confidence Before Him (vs. 2:28) 

(28)  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence 

and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

 

John addresses his readers again as “little children”; this reveals his heart for these believers; 

they are his little children. John uses this title for them seven times in this short letter (2:1, 

2:12, 2:28, 3:7, 3:18, 4:4, & 5:21). He is addressing them to reassure them and express his love 

for them. 

 

In this verse John gives the admonition to abide in Christ. The following verses to 3:3 grow out 

of this also. And he book ends these verses in relation to the return of Christ. 

 

In verse 28 John gives us two important truths: 

Jesus Christ is Coming Again, and To Be Ready for Christ’s Return, you Must Abide in Him. 

 

Let’s look at verse 28 again: 

1 John 2:28 
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(28)  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence 

and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

 

So right away the first thing we see is: 

 

Jesus Christ is Coming Again 

 

Notice the text says “when He appears”. Not “if” He appears. The return of Christ is stated as a 

fact.  

  

The return of Christ is one of the greatest motivating doctrines of the bible. It comforts us, and 

it motivates us to holiness. 

 

Turn to John 13. 

Verses 1 – 20: The lesson on washing the feet 

Verses 21 – 30: Jesus foretells his betrayal 

Verses 31 – 35: the new commandment and key verse 33 – Jesus will be leaving them. 

Verses 36 – 38: Peter alarmed Jesus is leaving and they cannot follow. Peter’s denial foretold. 

 

The disciples were confused and probably scared too. Especially confusing was verse 33: 

(33)  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the 

Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 

 

It was very disconcerting to them. So much so in verse 36 Peter asks: 

John 13:36 

(36)  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am 

going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 

 

This is what prompts Peter to declare that he is ready to lay down his life for Jesus. And then 

Jesus foretells of Peter’s denials. 

But then immediately Jesus says: 

 

John 14:1-3 

(1)  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 

(2)  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you. 

(3)  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 

where I am, there you may be also. (NKJV) 

 

Here is where we see the intended impact of the teaching about the rapture.  

Jesus said; “let not your heart be troubled”. 
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To comfort the disciples in this time of distress and confusion, Jesus relieves their hearts with 

the promise that He will return someday. 

 

One thing I want you to notice, which you don’t see in modern English bibles, is the use of the 

second person singular and plural. 

 

The last verse in chapter 13 when Jesus is talking to Peter He says; 

 

John 13:38 

(38)  Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster 

will not crow till you have denied me three times. 

 

All of those “you”s in verse 38 are second person singular; meaning Jesus is speaking to and 

about Peter directly. 

 

But suddenly in 14 verse 1 when He says “do not let your heart be troubled” that ‘your’ is 

second person plural, meaning Jesus has redirected that comment to ALL of the disciples at the 

supper.  

 

When Jesus was talking to Peter He must have been looking at him revealing how Peter will 

deny him three times, but then He looks up at the group and says; “don’t let your heart be 

troubled”. 

 

When Jesus mentions His return, then, it isn’t just to encourage Peter who will fall, but is meant 

to encourage ALL the disciples hearing Him and by extension then, all of us too. 

Jesus was saying, I must leave, but don’t worry, I’ll be back. 

 

The same thing is reiterated in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

(13)  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, 

lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 

(14)  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who 

sleep in Jesus. 

(15)  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 

coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 

(16)  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 

and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

(17)  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

(18)  Therefore comfort one another with these words. (NKJV) 
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This is referring to the “catching up” (harpazo) of believers, we call the Rapture of the Church 

and the stated intent of Paul reminding them about this future event is to bring comfort. What 

is the greatest comfort about the rapture? Verse 17 – we will be with our Lord, forever. We will 

never be separated again. 

 

Right now, I can’t physically see Jesus. But one day I will be able to; I will stand in His presence 

and never be separated again; that is tremendous comfort. 

 

However, in 1 John 2:28 John is using the Second Coming as a motivation to holiness. We see 

the same thing in 2 Peter 3 

 

Read 2 Peter 3 

Especially verse 11 

(11)  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be 

in holy conduct and godliness, 

 

Here we see the admonition to holiness, also. 

Whenever you read of the second coming, it’s almost always in the context of bringing comfort 

or inspiring holiness and serving God. 

 

So, in 1 John 2:28, we see the stated fact that Jesus is coming again. And then he says: 

To Be Ready for Christ’s Coming, You Must Abide in Him  

 

Look at 1 John 2:28 again; 

(28)  And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and 

not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

 

In 1 John 2:28 John says, “abide in Christ”. 

First of all, ‘abide’ is an imperative, it’s a command, it’s a directive to do something. John is 

directing his beloved little children to abide in Christ. 

Also, ‘abide’ is an ‘active verb’, referring to what’s called the grammatical voice of the word. 

 

The grammatical voice that signifies that the subject is performing the verbal action or is in the 

state described by the verb.64 

 

In other words, the subject is ‘little children’. And the ‘little children’ are to perform the verb of 

abiding. So, abiding is not just passive, it’s an action we take part in. 
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What does abide mean? 

 

According to Kittle: 

This word means a. “to stay in a place,” figuratively “to remain in a sphere,” b. “to stand against 

opposition,” “to hold out,” “to stand fast,” c. “to stay still,” and d. “to remain,” “to endure,” “to 

stay in force.”65 

 

The sense of the word is “to continue in a certain state”. 

 

So, it means to stay in place but at the same time it’s an active verb. 

So, to ‘abide in Christ’ means to continue, to stand fast, to remain in fellowship with Christ.  

How do we do that? 

 

We see it manifested through the tests, the activity involves the aspects: obeying His 

commands (1 John 2:6; 3:24), loving the brethren (2:10; 4:16), and holding tenaciously to the 

truth of the gospel (2:24; 4:15). 

 

So, to abide in Christ means you dwell with Him. You are in His word, you are in conversation 

with Him; you are meditating upon Him, you are seeking to emulate Him and conform to His 

image on a regular daily basis. You know Christ deeper because you are concerned with the 

things of Christ; you set your mind on the things of Christ. You abide in Christ. 

 

 

James 4:8 

(8)  Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 

your hearts, you double-minded. 

It involves drawing near to God. 

 

Hebrews 4:16 

(16)  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

This is what John is telling us also…abide in Christ. Why? 

Why abide in Christ? 

In this verse John gives us the Second Coming as a reason. 

So that when He returns we will have confidence before Him and not shrink back in shame. 
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John has already discussed obedience in 2:3-4 and he discusses it again here and ties it to the 

return of Christ. 

 

There seems to be two responses to the return of Christ: one of confidence and one of Shame. 

Obedience brings confidence. 

 

[Illustration story of Jerry Brown and Jim Powell] 

 

How can I cultivate an abiding life style? 

Ask yourself these questions: 

 

Do I spend consistent, regular time alone with the Lord in the Word? 

 

Am I trusting God by drawing near in prayer to His throne of grace in all my trials? 

 

Do I memorize and meditate on God’s Word, applying it to my life? 

 

Am I faithful as a steward of all that God has entrusted to me, maintaining integrity and putting 

off greed? 

 

Am I growing in holiness, developing the fruit of the Spirit by walking in the Spirit? 

 

Am I judging, confessing, and forsaking sin, beginning on the thought level? 

 

Am I working at maintaining and deepening the relationships with those in my life, especially in 

my immediate family? This includes truthful, loving communication; listening; kindness; 

patience; forgiveness; and, humility. 

 

If we are doing these things we are most likely abiding in Christ, we are not doing these things 

we should, in dependence on the Holy Spirit, begin trying to consciously incorporate those 

areas into our everyday life. 

There is room in everybody’s life for a deeper walk and a deeper abiding. 

 

As we mature in these sorts of things our abiding deepens and our confidence, knowing that 

Christ could return at any moment, deepens as well. 

 

So tonight, we’ve seen Abiding in Christ Reveals our Confidence Before Him. 

 

Next week We’ll look at verses 29 to chapter 3 verse 3 and we’ll look at: 

Our Obedience Reveals our New Birth in verse 29.  

Our Standing as Children of God Reveals the Father’s Love for Us in 3:1. 
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His Appearing Reveals our True State in 3:2, and 

Our Purity Reveals our Hope in 3:3. 

 

These verses together should instill a reassurance and hope within us so that we can check 

ourselves and false teachers against the next obedience test without shaking our assurance of 

salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 14 – 1 John 2:29 – 3:3 

 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

Where we’re at in the outline: 

 

Authentic Faith may be tested by belief in the truth about Jesus Christ, obedience to His 

commands, and love for His people (2:3-5:5) 

 

This is the bulk of the letter and runs from chapter 2 verse 3 to chapter 5 verse 5. The section of 

that which we began looking at is: 

Authentic Faith Practices a Lifestyle of Obedience to God (vs. 2:28-3:10) 

 

Let’s read 2:28-3:10 gain. 

 

Last time we started the section: 
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The Source of Obedience to God Comes from Abiding in Christ (vs. 2:28-3:3) 

 

John is about to get into the next obedience test again, but before he does, he once again takes 

a moment to reassure his readers. 

 

He turned from discussing the false teachers in the last section to now talking about believers in 

this section. 

 

He assures them, and us, in 5 revealing ways: 

 Abiding in Christ Reveals Our Confidence Before Him 

 Our Obedience Reveals Our New Birth 

 Our Standing as Children of God Reveals the Father’s Love for Us 

 His Appearing Will Reveal Our True State 

 Our Purity Reveals Our Hope 

 

These 5 facets of our salvation reassure us and at the same time lay the foundation for the 

reason for obedience, the source or our obedience and the necessity of our obedience. And 

they all flow out from one another and have their base in our abiding in Christ. 

 

These verses together should instill a reassurance and hope within us so that we can check 

ourselves and false teachers against the next obedience test without shaking our assurance of 

salvation. 

 

Last time we met we only got as far as verse 28, and saw that… 

 

Abiding in Christ Reveals Our Confidence Before Him (vs. 2:28) 

(28)  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence 

and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

 

Why should we abide in Christ, according to verse 28? – So that we may have confidence and 

not shrink from Him in shame at His coming. 

 

This bore out two truths: 

 

Jesus Christ is Coming Again 

The return of Christ is a declared fact. We don’t know when He’ll return but we do know that 

He WILL return one day.  

 

The doctrine of the return of Christ is meant to comfort us in our trouble and to spur us to 

service and godly living now, that’s what verse 28 and 3:3 is getting at. 
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The second truth that came out of verse 28, was… 

 

To Be Ready for Christ’s Coming, You Must Abide in Him  

 

What does it mean to abide in Christ? It means to be in close, active fellowship with Him. 

 

What are some practical ways to do that? 

Be in prayer, be in His Word, be in fellowship with other believers, share Him with others, 

disciple others, meditate on Him, memorize scripture. 

 

So, we saw in verse 28, that Abiding in Christ reveals our confidence before Him. When we can 

authentically look at our lives and confidence before him, it reveals that we are actively abiding 

in Him. 

 

Then verse 29 shows us… 

 

Our Obedience Reveals our New Birth (vs. 29) 

(29)  If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 

righteousness has been born of him. 

 

Most commentators agree that a change in the subject of the pronouns has occurred between 

verse 28 and 29. Verse 28 is talking about Jesus Christ where as verse 29 is referring to God the 

Father. 

And because we know one of the characteristics of God is righteousness, then the only ones 

that can exhibit that same righteousness must be because of the rebirth into identification with 

God. 

 

John’s reasoning is that God alone is truly righteous, and therefore he is the source of 

righteousness. If a person’s actions demonstrate righteousness, we know he or she acquired this 

righteousness from God by being given a new nature.66 

 

The word “practices” is in the present tense meaning it is in a state of being. In other words, it’s 

a continuous action; not a one-time act and not an all-inclusive activity. But the idea is a pattern 

of conduct. The question is: what is the overall pattern? 

 

Derickson says: 
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All believers are sinful and in need of continual cleansing by their advocate, Jesus, who is our 

propitiation. John is not saying that every regenerate person always practices righteousness. 

Rather, he is affirming that “family likeness” is revealed by righteous conduct.67 

 

What it does mean: is that when a professed believer displays an on-going pattern that reflects 

the righteousness of God, we can have assurance that rebirth has taken place. 

 

When we are born naturally, we are initially born enemies and separated from God. In order to 

become a child of God a regeneration needs to take place. That regeneration takes place when 

we put our faith and trust into Jesus Christ alone for justification. 

 

Jesus explained this to Nicodemus when he said: 

John 3:3 

(3)  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 

 

The only way to see the kingdom of God, meaning to be part of it, is to be born again. We must 

be born into God’s family, we have to be fundamentally different than we are now in terms of 

our family lineage. 

 

Paul expressed this when he said in 2 Corinthians 5:17 

(17)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. 

 

Our behavior and manner of life will exhibit our family traits. 

I have many mannerisms of my earthly father, we sound alike, look very similar, talk the same 

way, even when I was trying to learn to play the guitar, I held my hand exactly like he does. But 

I was hardly ever around my father growing up. 

And still you can see him in me. 

 

When we are born again, one of the evidences of our salvation and family lineage is that we 

begin exhibiting the characteristics of our heavenly Father. Since God is patient, merciful, 

forgiving and loving; we should begin manifesting those same characteristics. 

 

One commentary says it this way: 

People do not become children of God by doing right; instead, doing right is a sign that people 

have already become God’s children. Because true faith always results in good deeds, those who 

claim to have faith and who consistently do right are true believers. Good deeds cannot produce 
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salvation (see Ephesians 2:8–9), but they are necessary proof that true faith is actually present 

(James 2:14–17).68 

    

James says it this way: (James 2:14) 

(14)  What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can 

that faith save him? 

 

The argument that James is making is that genuine faith produces fruit; good works, 

righteousness. A faith that produces nothing is not a live but dead faith, not a saving faith. 

 

What John is getting at in verse 29 is that our obedience reveals our new birth. And John is 

intimating that he sees their new birth exhibited in their life, he sees them as his “little 

children” and in verse 28 he includes himself with them;  he says: 

(28)  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence 

and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

 

So what he is saying in verse 29 is that they can have assurance because their obedience is one 

of the indicators that he is confident of their relationship to the Father. 

 

We saw that John is reassuring his readers in this section and he does this first by showing that 

Abiding in Christ reveals our confidence before Him in verse 28 and then in verse 29 that our 

obedience reveals our new birth and now in verse 1 of chapter 3 we see: 

 

Our Standing as Children of God Reveals the Father’s Love for Us (vs. 3:1) 

(1)  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

 

The Father’s love for us is special and intense. 

The word “see” is actually an imperative, it’s a command it means look or behold “!”. He says 

see! Or Behold! Because he is about to talk about the Father’s love. 

 

John says, see “what kind of” love the Father has given us. 

 

The Greek word behind “kind of” in the ESV is translated “manner of” in the NKJV and it’s a 

little more transparent in the NASB which translates it this way: “how great a”. 

 

It’s an interesting word and the translation of it is difficult. In John MacArthur’s commentary he 

says: 
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How great (potapēn) is a seldom-used term that has no precise parallel in English. Concerning 

this word, D. Edmond Hiebert wrote, 

The adjective rendered “what manner” [“how great”] (potapēn) occurs only seven times in the 

New Testament and implies a reaction of astonishment, and usually of admiration, upon 

viewing some person or thing. The expression conveys both a qualitative and quantitative force, 

“what glorious, measureless love!” (The Epistles of John [Greenville, S.C.: Bob Jones University 

Press, 1991], 133; cf. Matt. 8:27; 2 Peter 3:11)69 

 

J. P. Scott says: 

The expression “how great” translates potapēn which meant originally ‘of what country’. It is as 

if the Father’s love is so unearthly, so foreign to this world, that John wonders from what 

country it may come. The word ‘always implies astonishment’ (Plummer).70 

 

So it really carries the idea of wonder and amazement. Here John is astonished at the quantity 

and quality of God’s love for us. 

 

Turn to Matthew 8:27 

(27)  And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey 

him?” 

 

The phrase “what sort of man is this” – it’s the same Greek word from 1 John. Notice the 

context: the men marveled, and they said with astonishment “what sort of man is this?” 

The NKJV translates it as “who can this be?” You can sense the astonishment or marvel in the 

question. It’s the same word and the same feeling that John uses of the Father’s love. 

 

Now turn to Mark 13:1 

(1)  And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 

wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 

 

The disciples were expressing excitement and wonder. 

The NKJV says it this way: 

"Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!" 

 

Notice, if you have an ESV or NASB or NKJV, the sentence ends in an exclamation point. The 

disciples were excited and exclaiming wonder. The Greek word translated as “what wonderful” 
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or “what manner of” referring to the stones is the exact same word in 1 John referring to the 

Father’s love. 

 

That’s why the NASB translates 1 John 3:1 as: 

(1)  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us,  

 

John is excited and expressing astonishment at God’s love for us that’s why he says “see”! Or 

“Behold”! as an imperative, as a command. Look! This is great, marvel at it. 

 

The NLT puts 1 John 3:1 this way: 

See how very much our Father loves us, … 

 

John is drawing our attention to how awesome this love is. And how is this love manifested? 

“that we should be called children of God;” 

 

The fact that the God of the universe calls us and makes us His children is incredible. What a 

marvelous love. 

And then John tacks on “and so we are”. 

He assures his readers that he and they are in fact God’s children. 

That’s why in verse 29 he had talked about family traits. 

Our righteousness verifies our identification as being born of Him because as Children of God 

we have the same characteristics; and its all due to the amazing love the Father has for us. 

 

And John goes on to explain that: 

The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

 

We are not of this world. We have been chosen out of the world. 

The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

 

Jesus said in John 15:19 

(19)  If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of 

the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

 

The amazing love of the Father is alien to the unbelieving world and so are we.  

 

Our standing as Children of God, the very fact we have been born again into the family of God, 

reveals that God lavished His amazing love on us in a way that is indescribable. Doesn’t that 

reassure you? 

 

What does the love of God mean to you?  
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Then John comes back to the return of Christ and how: 

 

His Appearing Will Reveal Our True State (vs. 3:2) 

(2)  Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

 

This verse gives us one of the most exciting promises in the bible. Right now, we have these 

mortal bodies that are still affected by the sin nature and the residue of the curse. These bodies 

will die, are susceptible to sin, and disease. But one day we will have glorified bodies like Jesus. 

 

These bodies will no longer be affected by the curse or sin. So, no temptation, no disease – 

perfect bodies. I will finally be a 10! 

 

The Christian life is a process of becoming more and more like Christ (see Romans 8:29). This 

process will not be complete until we see Christ face-to-face (1 Corinthians 13:12; Philippians 

3:21) but knowing that it is our ultimate destiny should motivate us to purify ourselves now. 

 

Turn to Philippians 3:20-21 

(20)  But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

(21)  who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables 

him even to subject all things to himself. 

 

We see here that our body will be like His body is. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 

(1)  For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

(2)  For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 

(3)  if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 

(4)  For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be 

unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by 

life. 

(5)  He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a 

guarantee. 

 

Notice that though we groan now, this body is not our permanent home, we have a heavenly 

body waiting for us. But verse 5 is especially exciting, God has prepared us for our glorified body 

and the Holy Spirit indwelling us is the guarantee or promise that we will get these bodies one 

day. 

How has He prepared us? By being born again. 
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So these bodies are as good as ours, and they represent what we will be through all eternity. 

The bodies we have now are temporary but when Christ returns our true state as Children of 

God and our physical bodies will conform to each other. 

His appearing will reveal our true state when we are changed physically to match our spiritual 

state. 

 

[Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-58] 

 

And notice why Paul is telling the Corinthians about our future glorified body. 

What is his goal? Verse 58. 

 

We have seen: 

Abiding in Christ Reveals Our Confidence Before Him 

 Our Obedience Reveals Our New Birth 

Our Standing as Children of God Reveals the Father’s Love for Us 

 His Appearing Will Reveal Our True State 

  

And now we see… 

Our Purity Reveals Our Hope (vs. 3:3) 

(3)  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 

So because our obedience to the will of God reveals that we have been born again and are right 

now, this very instant Children of God and one day we will get glorified bodies to match our 

spiritual state; we are to purify ourselves. 

 

Everyone who has the hope described above, in other words, everyone who is a born-again 

believer, a child of God and can have the confidence that at Christ’s return will be changed into 

His likeness with a glorified body, should purify themselves. 

 

It is the fact of the second coming and what we have in store for us should motivate us to godly 

living now. 

 

APPLICATION / DISCUSSION 

 

John has used these verses to assure the readers of their salvation and motivate them to purity 

now and establish the reason for obedience because now John will begin the tough verses of 

the next obedience test. 
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LESSON 15 – 1 John 3:4 

 

REVIEW & INTRODUCTION 

 

The section we are in right now contains the interlude of reassurance and sets up the reason 

for the next obedience test and then the very tough obedience test. 

 

The section that we will be looking at tonight is a really good example of why we need to apply 

a consistent, structured hermeneutic to a passage and not lift individual verses out of context. 

 

What do I mean by “hermeneutic”? 

Simply put, hermeneutics is the theory and methodology of interpreting the bible. 

 

The method you use to interpret a passage of scripture will affect your theology, it affects how 

you understand that passage. 

 

How can someone read the bible and come away with the view that God is done with the 

nation of Israel and all of the promises He made to them now belong to the Church. While 

someone else reads the exact same bible and comes away believing that God is not done with 

the nation of Israel and will fulfill all of those promises to the nation of Israel, and not the 

church per se? 

 

It all has to do with the way they interpret the bible, it has to do with their hermeneutics. 
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The way our church interprets the bible, our hermeneutic is called: 

The literal, historical, grammatical method; meaning you take the bible for what it says, 

understanding that the bible uses similes, metaphors, poetry, narrative and imagery. 

The driving force in interpretation also is context. Context is vitally important. 

 

Here’s an example of how context affects the intended meaning: 

If I say to you “I’m going to the airport”, with no context – what message am I conveying? 

 

But now, say your daughter has moved to Africa 5 years ago to be a missionary and while their 

she met a another missionary and got married and had a child and is coming home for the first 

time with her new family, and I say, “I’m going to the airport”. Now what message am I 

conveying? You are about to meet your son-in-law and new grandchild for the very first time! 

The meaning and impact of my statement has completely changed. Context is so important. 

 

If you lift my statement “I’m going to the airport” out of context, you lose the actual message I 

was trying to convey. 

 

Hermeneutics also means you must look at the grammar, the actual words and the grammatical 

specifics about those words and how the sentences are structured. 

 

We must keep in mind that we are reading English bibles, and the original language of the New 

Testament was Greek and in the Old Testament Hebrew. Those languages have nuances that 

English doesn’t always have. 

 

Now, it is actually amazing how good our English bibles are. If you are reading a NASB or ESV or 

NKJV or KJV or any other essentially literal translation, you are getting 99.99% of what the Holy 

Spirit inspired to write down. By looking at the original language what you get is a little nuance, 

a little more color that can be very helpful – and we’ll going to see that tonight. 

 

You’ll notice Pastor Verne will take time to explain the original Greek word behind the English 

translation to bring out a little more fuller meaning in his sermons. 

Tonight we will be looking at some specific nuances to the words that John is using and how 

they affect what he is saying, and keep in mind the context in which he makes these 

statements. 

 

Let’s read the section again to get ourselves back into the flow of the passage: [read 2:28 – 

3:10] 

 

This section we’ve titled: 

Authentic Faith Practices a Lifestyle of Obedience to God (vs. 2:28-3:10) 



James Becker 1 John Bible Study  

P a g e  139 | 145 

 

Last week we reviewed verses 28 to chapter 3 verse 3 and we saw that after the last love test, 

John takes sort of transitional interlude to reassure his readers and he does this in 5 ways: 

 Abiding in Christ Reveals Our Confidence Before Him (v. 28) 

 Our Obedience Reveals Our New Birth (v. 29) 

 Our Standing as Children of God Reveals the Father’s Love for Us (v. 1) 

 His Appearing Will Reveal Our True State (v. 2) 

 Our Purity Reveals Our Hope (v. 3) 

 

These 5 facets of our salvation reassure us and at the same time lay the foundation for the 

reason for obedience, the source and the necessity of our obedience. And they all flow out 

from one another and have their base in our abiding in Christ. 

 

These verses together should instill a reassurance and hope within us so that we can check 

ourselves and false teachers against the next obedience test without shaking our assurance of 

salvation. 

 

So tonight, as we move into the next obedience test, John uses a common literary device. 

I mentioned before that John thinks and writes with a Jewish thought process. He uses Hebrew 

literary devices also, like Hebrew parallelism. 

We see this in verses 4 to 10. 

 

What is parallelism? It’s a structure of thought rather than external form like rhyme. In 

common poetry we see a lot of rhyming words. 

 “Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet” 

Rhyming words to bring out imagery. 

 

In Hebrew poetry and writing you often see parallelism in which the writer repeats a line of 

thought through repetition or sometimes even through contrast. 

This is done to emphasize a theme or idea. 

 

For an example, turn with me to Psalm 24 to see an easily recognizable example of what I am 

talking about. 

 

Psalms 24:1-2 

(1)  A Psalm of David.  

The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains, 

The world, and those who dwell in it. 

 

You see “the earth” mentioned and then again as “the world”. 

In the first half he mentions “all it contains” and in the second half “those who dwell in it”.   
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You can see the way the verse is physically written in your bible to help bring this out. 

What’s the main point of verse 1? The earth and everybody in it is the Lord’s. 

 

Now look at verse 2? 

(2)  For He has founded it upon the seas 

And established it upon the rivers. 

 

Verse 2 contains a parallel thought of the earth being established on the seas or rivers, but it 

was established or founded by the Lord. 

So, David is using a parallelism to emphasize the sovereignty and authority of Yahweh. 

Actually, as you look down at all of the verses of this psalm, you’ll notice it is all in parallelism. 

Once you’re aware of it, it begins to become more obvious. 

 

Well, the next section of 1 John contains a parallelism. John makes statements in verses 4 

through 7 and then parallels those same statements in verses 8 through 10. 

As you look at it: 

Verse 4 and 8a are parallel thoughts. 

Verse 5 and 8b are parallel thoughts, as are 6 & 9 and finally verse 7 and verse 10. 

Verse 10 then becomes a hinge verse that leads into the next section; the love test. 

 

It’s a little easier to see if read together. 

 

1 John 3:4-10 

(4)  Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

(8a)  the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 

 

(5)  You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 

(8b) The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

 

(6)  No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. 

(9)  No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, 

because he is born of God. 

 

(7)  Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 

righteous, just as He is righteous; 

(10)  By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 

 

 Can you see that a little bit? John is using this Hebrew literary device to emphasize what? The 

incompatibility of sin in the Life of a believer. 
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So, as we work through these verses, I’m going to keep this parallel verse grouping for clarity. 

 

I am titling this section: 

 

Sin is Incompatible with the Life of a Believer 

 

John is now addressing the issue of sin and how it is revealed in the life of false teachers. 

Remember, John just finished an interlude where he intimated that the recipients are true 

believers and he established that also back in chapter 2 verses 12 to 14. 

 

He isn’t trying to get anyone to have doubt in their salvation; quite the opposite actually; what 

he is about to talk about in verse 4 to 10 should give reassure to believers and at the same time 

expose false teachers and false teaching. 

 

He does this by looking at sin; what it is and how it is incompatible with the Christian life. 

 

Sin and It’s Source (vs. 4 & 8a) 

Let’s go back and look at verses 4 and the first half of verse 8 again: 

(4)  Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

(8a)  the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 

 

There are three key words that we really need to look at to get what John is saying. 

The first is “practices”, the second is “sin” and the third is “lawlessness”. 

 

When we get those three key words we will better see what John and the Holy Spirit are trying 

to convey to us. 

Your translation may have a slightly different word instead of “practices”. The NKJV says 

“commits” and the ESV says “makes a practice of”. The KJV says “commiteth”. The Greek word 

that each of these is translating is poieo (poy-eye-o), and it is a present tense verb. Which 

means “to do, to behave in a certain manner” and present tense means the writer portrays an 

action in process or a state of being with no assessment of the action’s completion.71 

 In other words, it is an on-going, continuous action with no interruption. 

 

So the word itself with its tense means that someone is behaving in a certain way continuously 

as a manner of life; it is their on-going normal everyday behavior. 

And John is talking about someone who lives every day, continuously in sin. 
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What does sin mean? It is an “offense against God with a stress on guilt” 72 

It is doing something contrary to the will and character of God. 

 

So, the person John is talking about in verse 4 is someone who is living a lifestyle of continuous 

disobedience of God’s revealed will and character, as a manner of their life. 

 

And he says that this person behaving this way is also practicing “lawlessness”, which is the 

state of being or behaving in open defiance to the law. And in this context, open defiance to 

God. 

 

So, what is thought John is conveying? A person who is continuously living a life in some way 

that is contrary to God’s revealed will, that person is actually living in open rebellion against 

God. Because to sin, to deliberately live contrary to what God has said, is to be in open, 

deliberate rebellion to God. Rebellion is “lawlessness”. 

 

And in verse 8a he says: 

the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 

He person who lives a lifestyle of open rebellion to God is of the devil, or that person’s family 

heritage is from Satan. 

Meaning the behavior is flowing from the family lineage. 

 

John established this back in chapter 2 verse 29: 

(29)  If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness 

is born of Him. 

 

We looked at this verse last week. How the family lineage will be manifested in our behavior.  

 

Satan has been in defiance of God from the beginning and is engaging in active open rebellion 

against God from the very start. So, someone who, as a manner of their life, exhibits that same 

characteristic of rebellion against God as a normal lifestyle is in reality, exhibiting that they are 

actually children of the devil and not children of God. 

 

It doesn’t matter what that person claims. If they claim to be a Christian, their lifestyle betrays 

them as not born-again. 

 

Now, why is John saying this? One of the reasons for this letter is to correct false teaching and 

expose false teachers. 
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Remember the gnostic concept of dualism? That all matter is evil and spirit is good? That was 

why they taught Jesus did not come in a flesh and blood body. 

Since matter is evil, and Jesus is good, he couldn’t have had a flesh and blood body made of 

matter, he could only have been a spirit that resembled flesh and blood. 

That’s heresy, and that’s what the Gnostics taught. 

Jesus HAD to have a flesh and blood body. For numerous reasons. 

 

With that in mind, one of the Gnostic teachings was that since the spirit is what really matters 

and that is what is real and what it is good, then it doesn’t matter at all what the physical body 

does. You can sin, and it won’t affect your spirit self. 

They promoted a teaching which we call “antinomianism”. 

Does anyone remember what that word means? 

 

It means against-law, or “without law” essentially. The teaching was since Christians are no 

longer under the Old Testament Mosaic Law there was no law for Christians, we’re under grace. 

We could sin all we want because God’s grace covers us. 

And since sin in the physical body does not affect the spiritual part of us, it doesn’t matter; 

that’s what they were teaching. 

 

John is saying NO, to live that way is rebellion against God and is contrary to God’s revealed will 

and character and in fact shows that the person is not a Christian at all, but is demonstrating 

that they belong to the devil’s family because they are exhibiting the same family 

characteristics as the devil.  

 

John is NOT saying a believer will not sin or even struggle with sin because he said so in 1 John 

1:8-9 

(8)  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

(9)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

So he knows Christians will sin and will continue to sin throughout their life, that’s why we have 

an advocate with the Father. 

 

The difference is a Christian will confess or agree with God that their particular behavior is sin 

and make efforts to turn from it. 

 

The false teachers John is addressing do not recognize their lifestyle as sinful. They normalize 

their lifestyle. 

 

The easiest example is homosexuality. It’s so easy because it is such a in your face issue now.  
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The Christian, believer with homosexual feelings will acknowledge those feelings and the act of 

homosexuality as sinful and continuously make efforts to turn from it. 

The person John is addressing in 3:4 is the person who claims to be a Christian and justifies his 

or her homosexuality as normal and not sinful and refuses to change. 

 

Do you see the difference? 

 

That person has no legitimate claim of being saved and are exhibiting their family lineage as 

being from the devil.  

Not because they have homosexual urges, but because they like their homosexuality and refuse 

to acknowledge it as sin, and instead want to live as a homosexual – even though God’s word 

makes it clear that it is a sin. 

 

The Gnostics of John’s day would say that’s fine, more power to you. But John is saying that’s 

lawlessness; that’s rebellion against God. 

 

That’s the attitude and lifestyle John is addressing. 

My example is just one type, it applies to any sin. 

 

Does this make sense? 

 

Now, as believers, this truth can affect us in two ways: 

 

1. We can see that although we sin, we acknowledge our sin, seek with God’s help to turn 

from it and therefore can draw assurance of our salvation from the fact we that agree 

with God and seek to live according to His will, even though we fall short. That desire 

within us to live to God, displays that we are saved and can have assurance. 

 

Or 

 

2. We can recognize those who claim to be Christians and yet live a lifestyle in open 

rebellion to the revealed will of God and refuse to change or acknowledge their sin 

cannot really be born-again. We can identify false teachers by how they live. 

 

Matthew 7:15-20 

(15)  "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves. 

(16)  "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs 

from thistles, are they? 

(17)  "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 

(18)  "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 
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(19)  "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

(20)  "So then, you will know them by their fruits. 

 

As I said before, John isn’t trying to get believers to doubt their salvation, in fact, it’s the 

opposite; the verse we looked at tonight should give believers assurance of their salvation. 

 

Another effect of verses like verse 4 is to recognize that one of the facets of John’s use of these 

hardline, black and white statements is to startle us and cause us to look at our lives. 

There may be a sin or a sinful attitude that we have justified to ourselves without really 

realizing it. 

 

Through self-examination the Holy Spirit can show us things about ourselves that we’ve never 

seen before and then we have the opportunity to confess that it is sin and turn from it. 

 

Application Questions 

Since we know that every believer sins, what differentiates a truly saved, born-again believer 

who is in sin from an unregenerate person who claims to be a believer? 

I’m NOT saying it is our job to try and determine everyone’s salvific status, I’m NOT saying that; 

I’m asking what the difference between the two as you understand what we talked about 

tonight? 

 

I wanted to take some time tonight and try to really make this understandable, it will help a lot 

as we go through the remaining passages. 

 

So tonight, we looked at: 

Sin and its Source (vs. 4 & 8a) 

 

Next week we will look at: 

Sin and the Appearing of Christ (vs. 5 & 8b) 

Sin and The Believer’s Position (vs. 6 & 9) 

Sin Defines One’s Lineage (vs. 7 & 10) 

 

 

 

 


