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start with the 

right translation 
1. There are GOOD translations and POOR translations of the Bible. 

 

2. Good translations ALWAYS begin with the original languages the Bible was written in: Hebrew, Greek, 

and Aramaic. 

 

3. Good translations attempt to ascertain the exact meaning of each word based on definitions, usage, and 

context, BEFORE translating into English. 

 

4. Poor translations attempt to assign general meanings, or even general thoughts to words and phrases, paying 

little attention to definitions, usage, and/or context.  

 

5. This leads to improper interpretation and doctrinal error. 

 

6. There are three basic translation methods used to translate the original languages into English:  

 Formal Equivalence:  Word for Word Translation 

 Dynamic Equivalence:  Thought for Thought Translation 

 Paraphrase:   Not A Translation 

 

7. Formal Equivalence: Word for Word translation is an attempt to translate, in the most literal way possible, 

the words of the original Bible languages into English.  

 

 This focuses on the form (sentence structure, grammar: tense, syntax, punctuation).  

 

 Translating this way sometimes leads to wooden readings and hard to understand meanings, but has the 

benefit of conveying more precisely the actual form and meaning of the text. 

 

 For example, using Formal Equivalence, Philippians 2:5-6 reads: 

 

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God,  

did not consider it robbery to be equal with God…”  NKJV 

 

 Formal Equivalence: Word for Word translation makes Jesus in the form of God.  

 

 Careful study reveals that the Greek word for form means nature or essence.  

 

 Another example of Formal Equivalence is Romans 1:16-17 which reads: 

 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,  

for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,  

for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith;  

as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’”  NKJV 

 

 Formal Equivalence translation demonstrates that the righteousness is part of God’s nature and character. 

1 
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Now let’s look at the same two passages using Dynamic Equivalence:  

 

8. Dynamic Equivalence: Thought for Thought translation is an attempt to translate and convey the ideas of 

the words of the original Bible languages into English. This focuses on the meaning and not necessarily the 

definitions (historical, cultural, political, idioms). Translating this way often leads to greater influx of a 

translator’s interpretation or meaning that doesn’t actually exist, but is often effective in giving the reader a 

better understanding of the overall meaning of the text. 

 
Philippians 2:5-6 reads: 

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped…” NIV 

 

 Dynamic Equivalence translation already indicates to the reader that Jesus IS God by taking the idea of the 

Greek word for form and changing the translation from form of God to being in very nature God.  

 

Romans 1:16-17 reads: 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:  

first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness 

that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”  NIV 

 

 Dynamic translation demonstrates only that a type of righteousness is from God, not that it is a part of His 

nature.  

 

9. There is no perfect translation method.  

 

 A balance between Formal and Dynamic must be present if we are to have any chance of understanding 

what the original authors of the Bible were trying to tell us.  

 

 Formal Equivalence drills down to the very heart of the words, giving the reader a very precise and specific 

foundation upon which to build a big picture.  

 

 Dynamic gives the reader a clearer big picture from the start.  

  

 Formal equivalence offers the best, though not perfect, method of translation, so long as we understand that 

our hermeneutic must be normal, historical, and grammatical.  

 

 Our goal should always be to find out the original intent of the authors, and to do this we cannot ignore 

definitions, usage, and context, and at the same time consider the meaning behind things like types, 

symbols, figures of speech, and genre distinctions.  

 

 Be cautious using the following chart, as it is ONLY a guide. It must be understood that each placement on 

the continuum is not precise or perfect, and can move a bit either way.   
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10. We believe that God created language in order to communicate with His creation, and that He gave us the 

Bible, His written Word, to accomplish that goal. (John 1:1; 14; Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 

11. Therefore, we consider words (and the study of them) to be paramount. Why? 

 

12. Translation creates problems when words have different meanings, but are translated the same way into 

English.  

 For example, the Greek words “allos” and “heteros”.  

 Both are usually translated as “another” in English - yet “allos” literally means “another of the same 

type” and “heteros” means “another of a different type.” 

 A single word, then, can change the meaning of a translation. 

 

 We can see this in John 14:16 when we read, “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 

Helper, that He may abide with you forever.” 

 

 We know there are two Greek words that are translated ANOTHER: Allos ( a&llo$   and Heteros ( e%tero$ ). 

 

 These words have very different meanings: 

 

 Specifically, Allos expresses a numerical difference and denotes another of the exact same sort. 

 

 At the same time, Heteros expresses a qualitative difference and denotes another of a different sort.  

 

 Christ promised to send “another Comforter” (Allos, another of the same sort as Himself, not Heteros). 

 

 We can use this passage, and this specific Greek word, to help us build the doctrine of the deity of the Holy 

Spirit, as He is the exact same sort as Christ Himself.  

 

 Paul uses both words to make his point in Galatians 1:6-7 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from 

Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different (heteros) gospel, which is not another (allos)”  

 The Galatians were turning to a completely different gospel than the Gospel Paul preached to them. 

 

 ALL translations have some verses and words that are poorly translated.  
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 Take Acts 5:30 for example: 

 

KJV NKJV NASB 

The God of our fathers raised up 

Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged 

on a tree. 

The God of our fathers raised up 

Jesus whom you murdered by 

hanging on a tree.  

The God of our fathers raised up 

Jesus, whom you had put to death 

by hanging Him on a cross.  

 

 The KJV has Jesus being killed, THEN hanged on a tree. 

 

 The NKJV has Jesus being killed BY being hanged on a tree. 

 

 In this case, the NKJV and the NASB are a better choice for clarity, because the method of Jesus’ 

crucifixion was, indeed BY being hanged on a tree. 

 

 HOWEVER! The NASB also translates the Greek word cu/lon (xulon) as cross, while both the KJV and the 

NKJV translate the word as tree.  

 

 This is significant as the context must drive the translation, and while it is true that the word CAN be 

translated as cross, it can also mean wood, stocks, firewood, and several others.  

 

 By translating it tree, we can reference Galatians 3:13 that says, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of 

the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ ,” thus 

TREE (and not CROSS) refers back to Deuteronomy 21:23.  

 

 By rendering the word as cross, we lose that picture.  

 

 Thus, in this verse the NKJV is a better translation and a better choice.  

 

Another example is 1 Chronicles 5:26: 

 

KJV NKJV NASB 

And the God of Israel stirred up 

the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, 

and the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser 

king of Assyria 

So the God of Israel stirred up the 

spirit of Pul king of Assyria, that 

is, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. 

So the God of Israel stirred up the 

spirit of Pul, king of Assyria, even 

the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser king 

of Assyria, 

 

 Though I’m not trying to showcase the NKJV, I find again that it does a better job of translating this verse 

for clarity.  

 

 The KJV reads that there are two kings of Assyria, and the NASB has created a bit of ambiguity by use of 

the word even.  

 

 The NKJV makes it clear that Pul king of Assyria is the same person as Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria by 

using that is for clarity. 
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13. Some examples of poor translations: 

 

NIV NKJV 

Acts 7:20 

 At that time Moses was born, and he was no 

ordinary child.* 

*Or was fair in the sight of God 

 

Acts 7:20 

At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing 

to God;  

 

The NIV uses a marginal note to let the reader know 

that a different translation is acceptable: fair instead 

of no ordinary. 

 

Well pleasing is a better translation. BUT 

The word for God does NOT appear in the Greek.  

 Which translation is the better one?  

 

 The Greek word used literally means “One who dwells in a city and by consequence is well-bred, polite, 

eloquent, as the inhabitants of cities may be in comparison with those of the country. Used only of 

Moses, meaning elegant in external form.” 

 

 In Exodus 2:2 and Hebrews 11:23, Moses is called “a beautiful child.”  

 

 It seems likely that neither are the best translation of this Greek word. 

 
NIV NKJV 

Jonah 3:3 

Now Nineveh was a very important city 

 

Jonah 3:3 

 Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city 

 In this instance, very important seems to diminish the overall meaning, and appears far less grandiose 

than exceedingly great.  

 

 
NIV NKJV 

Exodus 9:28 “Pray to the Lord, for we have had 

enough thunder and hail.”  

 

Exodus 9:28 “Entreat the Lord, that there may be no 

more mighty thundering and hail, for it is enough.”  

Exodus 9:28 

Pray to the Lord, for 1) we have had enough           

2) thunder and hail.  

 

Exodus 9:28 

Entreat the Lord, that there may be no more 2) 

mighty thundering and hail, 1) for it is enough 

1. Dynamic Equivalence allows for the idea in the 

Hebrew that the Pharaoh had had enough, but the 

Hebrew adjective means much in amount, but 

may mean enough of.   

 

2. NIV leaves out the adjective MIGHTY 

 

1. The Formal Equivalence takes the Hebrew word 

at its meaning, and doesn’t anthropomorphize. 

We have had enough and it is enough don’t mean 

the same thing.  

 

2. NKJV keeps in the adjective MIGHTY  
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NIV NKJV 

Romans 1:19 

since what may be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has made it plain to them.  

 

Romans 1:19 

because what may be known of God is manifest in 

them, for God has shown it to them.  

Plain to them carries the idea that they knew it. Manifest in them carries a much deeper meaning: 

they knew it deep down, within themselves. 

 

 
 

The Message NKJV 

Genesis 1:2 

Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless 

emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s Spirit brooded 

like a bird above the watery abyss.  

 

Genesis 1:2 

The earth was without form, and void; and darkness 

was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the face of the waters.  

Romans 1:16 

It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this 

extraordinary Message of God’s powerful plan to 

rescue everyone who trusts him, starting with Jews 

and then right on to everyone else!  

 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 

the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  

John 3:17 

God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son 

merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world 

how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world 

right again.  

 

John 3:17 

For God did not send His Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world through Him 

might be saved.  

 This is NOT a translation, but the worst kind of 

paraphrasing.  

 

 The Message should NEVER be used to study 

the Bible, exegete doctrine, or read for 

application. 

 

 The NKJV is my preferred translation of the 

Bible, but it, too, has its issues. 

 

 Overall, the NKJV is a very good translation.  

 

14. On the other side of the translation continuum from The Message is the Interlinear.  

 An interlinear is a Bible that typically shows the Hebrew or Greek text of the Old or New Testament 

(respectively) with a literal English translation between the lines of the original-language text.  

 

 Often it will include a separate column with a cohesive English translation of the text. 

 

 Many will include the Strong’s Reference number, a transliteration of the Greek or Hebrew word, and a 

reference to each word’s parsing (or grammar .  
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 For example, the interlinear in PC Study Bible software for Romans 1:19 looks like this: 
19   

 dio/ti 
 CSC 

Because 

1360 
 dióti  

 

 
 to\ 

 ANSN  
 

3588 
 tó  

 

 
 gnwsto\n 
 JNSNX 

that which may be known 

1110 
 gnoostón  

 

 
 tou= 

 AMSG  
 

3588 
 toú  

 

 
 qeou= 

 NMSG 
of God 

2316 
 Theoú  

 

 
 fanero/n 
 JNSNX 

manifest 

<5318> 
 fanerón  

 

     
 e)stin 

 V3SPAI 
is 

1510 
 estin  

 

 
 e)n 
 PD 
in 

1722 
 en  

 

 
 au)toi=$

: 
 OP3M

PD 
them; 

846 
 autoís  

 

 
 o( 

 AMSN  
 

3588 
 ho  

 

 
 qeo\$ 

 NMSN 
God 

2316 
 Theós  

 

 
 ga\r 
 CSC 
for 

1063 
 gár  

 

  
 
 

it 

9999  
  

 

 
 au)toi=$ 

 OP3MPD 
unto them. 

846 
 autoís  

 

 
 e)fane/rwsen. 

 V3SAAI 
hath shewed 

5319 
 efanéroosen 

 

 

If we examine the Greek word gnwsto\n we find the following: 

 
Greek word gnwsto\n 

 

Parsing:   JNSNX - Greek Adjective - Neuter - Greek Singular - Greek Nominative - No degree  

 

Literal Translation that  which  may  be  known 

 

Strong’s Reference Number 1110 

 

Greek Transliteration   Gnœstón 

 

 Interlinear Bibles provide a wealth of technical information that is vital to proper exegesis.  

 

15. Even more literal is The New Testament: An Expanded Translation by Kenneth S. Wuest 

 Each verse Wuest breaks down offers a literal, grammatical, and interpretive analysis. 

 

 For example, Romans 1:16-19 

NKJV Wuest 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 

is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  

16 For I am not ashamed of the good news. For God’s 

power it is, resulting in salvation to everyone who 

believes, to Jew first and also to Gentile,  

 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by 

faith.”  

 

17 for God’s righteousness in it is revealed on the 

principle of faith to faith, even as it stands written, 

And the one who is just, on the principle of faith shall 

live.  

 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 

who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  

 

18 For there is revealed God’s wrath from heaven 

upon every lack of reverence and upon every 

unrighteousness of men who in unrighteousness are 

holding down the truth.  

 

19 because what may be known of God is manifest in 

them, for God has shown it to them.  

19 Because that which is knowable concerning God is 

plainly evident in them, for God made it clear to them; 
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16. Parallel Bibles are often helpful because they give you two to three different translations side by side so you 

can compare.  

 A parallel bible consists of different Bible translations placed side-by-side in one volume.  

 

 Each page contains a complete Scripture portion from each of the versions so that the reader may easily 

compare the differences and similarities between the versions. 

 

NKJV NASU AMP ESV 

1 Corinthians 4:1 

Let a man so consider us, 

as servants of Christ and 

stewards of the mysteries 

of God.  

1 Corinthians 4:1 

Let a man regard us in 

this manner, as servants 

of Christ and stewards of 

the mysteries of God.  

1 Corinthians 4:1 

SO THEN, let us 

[apostles] be looked upon 

as ministering servants of 

Christ and stewards 

(trustees) of the mysteries 

(the secret purposes) of 

God.  

1 Corinthians 4:1 

This is how one should 

regard us, as servants of 

Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God.  
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to study bible  

or  

not to study bible? 
 

1. Study Bibles offer a combination of Bible text, brief commentary and extra study helps such as maps, tables, 

and explanatory or introductory articles. 

 

2. Most study Bibles contain notes with commentary on the text regarding its historical background, language, 

or relation to the rest of Scripture.  

 

3. A study Bible usually contains an extensive helps and a critical apparatus, which may contain such features 

as: 

 Annotations explaining difficult passages or points of theology and doctrine. 

 

 References to indicate where one passage of the text relates to others. 

 

 A concordance, a word index that indicates where various keywords are used in the Bible. 

 

 Variant readings or interpretations of certain debatable passages, or possible conjectural emendations 

(i.e. alterations based on an philological expert’s “educated guess” of the likely form of the original 

Hebrew or Greek when the translators feel this is not sufficiently clear, possible translations from other 

ancient versions such as the Septuagint, Targumim, Peshitta and Vulgate, readings from other 

manuscript families, such as marking those passages missing which are present in the Byzantine text-

type in a modern textual eclectic translation, or marking those passages present which are missing in the 

Alexandrian text-type and the modern critical text in a translation from the Textus Receptus or 

Byzantine text-type, etc.). 

 

 Introductions and historical notes for each book of the Bible. 

 

 Short biographies of Biblical people and places. 

 

 Maps that illustrate the Holy Land during Biblical times. 

 

 Harmonies of the Gospels, pointing out parallel incidents in the life of Jesus. 

 

 Timelines of Bible history that relate it to world history. 

 

4. Some study Bibles focus more on word studies rather than on a scholar’s commentary, such as the Hebrew 

Greek Word Study Bible.  

 

5. The Thompson Chain-Reference Study Bible contains a reference system that links a verse in one passage 

with others that refer to the same topics found in the verse. This Bible also contains an index to the topics 

and the verses that refer to them.  

2 
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6. Naves Topical Bible contains Bible text arranged by topic.  

 

7. Both Thompson and Naves make it easy to study the Bible by topics. 

 

8. Study Bibles (sometimes referred to as Commentary Bibles, though they’re not quite the same) are 

sometimes very helpful. Sometimes! It just depends on the person(s) doing the commentating.  

 

9. Some people say that Christians should never use or read commentaries, but should instead only read the 

Bible text and allow the Holy Spirit to illuminate the truths therein.  

 

10. After all, didn’t Jesus promise that the Spirit would do just that? John 14:26  “But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 

all things that I said to you.”  

 

11. Consider Paul’s words, however, in Ephesians 4:11-12 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ…”  

 

12. What is the difference between a gifted expository teacher explaining the Scriptures from the pulpit and a 

gifted expository teacher explaining the Scriptures with notes inside a Bible? Answer: There is no 

difference. 

 

13. “In order to be able to expound the Scriptures, and as an aid to your pulpit studies, you will need to be 

familiar with the commentators: a glorious army, let me tell you, whose acquaintance will be your delight 

and profit. Of course, you are not such wiseacres as to think or say that you can expound Scripture without 

assistance from the works of divines and learned men who have laboured before you in the field of 

exposition. If you are of that opinion, pray remain so, for you are not worth the trouble of conversion, and 

like a little coterie who think with you, would resent the attempt as an insult to your infallibility. It seems 

odd, that certain men who talk so much of what the Holy Spirit reveals to themselves, should think so little 

of what he has revealed to others.” 

C. H. Spurgeon 

14. Where caution should be taken is when reading a person’s comments about a passage of Scripture. These 

are only people, and their words are not Scripture. They can, and sometimes are very, very wrong in their 

interpretation and/or application.  

 

15. Here are a few Study Bibles that I have.  

 These are personal preferences, and should not be taken as a condemnation of the “poor” ones.  

 

 I personally enjoy a deeper theological commentary, notes, references, etc.  

 

 Some study Bibles only offer a very limited interpretation and/or application.  

 

 Keep in mind, also that this list is very small, and that there are many study and devotional Bibles on the 

market to choose from.   

Good Okay Poor 

The MacArthur Study Bible The Ryrie Study Bible The Life Application Study Bible 

  King James Study Bible The Scofield Study Bible The ESV Study Bible 

New King James Study Bible  Thompson Chain Reference 

Nelson Study Bible   

The Baptist Study Bible   
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know the mechanics 

of the book  
 

1. Some Of That Stuff Was Added! 

 One of the things that sometimes surprises people about their Bible is all the stuff that was added in after 

it was originally written. 

 

 Most of the New Testament, for example, is made up of letters written to specific churches.  

 

 Letters do not often contain italics, line/verse numbers, and subject headings.  

 

 We must be absolutely clear that the stuff that was added is NOT Scripture, and must not be considered 

as the Word of God. 

 

 This stuff was added to help the reader better understand, organize, and relate to the text.  

 

2. How To Use The Particular Bible You Have 

 Most Bibles (unless they’re text only  have a section at the front that explains how to use the bible.  

 

 It will usually explain things like abbreviations used, why some words are italicized, or where the maps 

are. This is especially typical of study/commentary Bibles.  

 

 Let’s begin with some stuff that was added to your English translation to make your study easier: 

 

3. Italics 

 Italics are added to translations to indicate words which are NOT found in the original Hebrew, 

Aramaic, or Greek but are implied by it. 

  

 Italics are NOT added for emphasis!  

 

 Because no language can be translated word for word, the translators added words in the English to 

make the meaning understandable. 

 

 Genesis 1:4 is a good example of the use of italics.  

 

“And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.” 

 

 Notice that the words “it was” are in italics. If the Bible version you’re using doesn’t have the words in 

italics, you must understand that these are NOT in the original Hebrew.  

 

 Without the added words, the text would read: 

 

“And God saw the light, that good: and God divided the light from the darkness.” 

 

 To avoid this sort of cave man speech, the translators add words to form proper English grammar. 

3 
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 When studying and interpreting the Scripture, try not to use italicized words to make your argument OR 

shape your doctrine.  

 

 While the ideas are in the original languages, you’d be better off defining each word you KNOW is 

there, seeing how it’s used in other passages, then relating that information to the context of the passage.  

 

4. Oblique or Indented OT Quotes 

 Often, Bible publishers use Oblique text, or set text off using indents, in order to demonstrate that what 

you’re reading is a quote from the Old Testament.  

 

 The biggest problem is that most people can’t tell the difference between italics and oblique text.  

 

 Here’s a chart that might help: 

 

Straight 
The five boxing zoologists jump quickly 
 

Oblique 
The five boxing zoologists jump quickly 
 

Italic 

The five boxing zoologists jump quickly 
 

 If we want to make a word italic in Microsoft Word, for example, we click the Italic button.  

 

 Unfortunately, unless the font has true italics, that action simply slants the word over making it oblique 

NOT italic.  This isn’t really italic; it’s actually oblique. 

 

 A good example of the New Testament quoting from the Old using oblique text is Romans 3:9-18   

 
“What then? Are we better than they? (italic not actually in the Greek text).  

 
Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin.  

 
As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks  
 
after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good,  
 

no, not one.” * 

 

 Notice the asterisk? There should be a place in your Bible that indicates not only THAT the OT is being 

quoted, but where it’s being quoted from. The above quotes are taken Psalm 14:1-3; 53:1-3 and 

Ecclesiastes 7:20. 
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 Read the rest of the passages in your own Bible and see if you can determine what is OT and where it comes 

from.  
     
Romans 3:9-18 
What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we 
have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they 
are all under sin.  
10. As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one;  
11. There is none who understands; There is none who 

seeks after God.  
12. They have all turned aside; They have together become 

unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not 

one.” *  
 

3:12 *  Psalm 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ecclesiastes 7:20 

 

13. “Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they 

have practiced deceit”;*  “The poison of asps is under 

their lips”;*  
 

3:13 *  Psalm 5:9 - * * Psalm 140:3 

 

14. “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” *  
 

3:14 *  Psalm 10:7 

15. “Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
 

16. Destruction and misery are in their ways;  
 

17. And the way of peace they have not known.” *  
 

3:17 *  Isaiah 59:7,8 
 
 
 

18. “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” *  3:18 *  Psalm 36:1 
 

 

5. Poetry as Contemporary Verse 

 Another example of things added to your printed English translation is in the genera of Poetry. 

  

 Poetry is structured as contemporary verse to reflect the poetic form and beauty of the passage in the 

original language. 

 

 Basically this means that when the text is poetry, it’s written/printed like a poem, as opposed to prose. 

 

 But NOT ALWAYS! 

 

 Sometimes it’s printed in the same way prose is printed, making it hard to discern.  

 

 For example, Jeff A. Benner tells us that “Hebrew poetry is written much differently than our own 

Western style of poetry, and many do not recognize the poetry which can cause problems when 

translating or interpreting these passages. 

 

 Approximately 75% of the Tanakh (Old Testament) is poetry. 

  

 All of Psalm and Proverbs are Hebrew poetry. Even the book of Genesis is full of Poetry.  

 

 There are several reasons the Hebrews used poetry, much of the Torah was sung and was easier to sing 

too, poetry and songs are easier to memorize than straight texts, Parallel poetry (as in Genesis 1) 

emphasizes something of great importance, as the creation story is.  

 

 The rabbis believed that if something is worth saying, it is worth saying beautifully.  



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     18 | Page 

 There is much more poetry in the Bible than most realize because most people do not understand it.” 

 

 Four examples where poetry is NOT printed differently might help: 
 

1. Parallelism (Chiasmus) is most commonly found in the book of Psalm and Proverbs but is found throughout the whole 

of the Hebrew Bible. Parallelism is the expression of one idea in two or more different ways. 

 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) 

 

 The above example of a simple parallel and can be written in this manner; 

Your word is; 

1. a lamp to my feet 

2. a light to my path 

 

 Here we see that the words “lamp” and “light” are paralleled as well as the words “my feet” and “my path”. 

 

2. Below is another example of this style of poetry. 

 

“My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands” (Proverbs 3:1) 

 

 In this verse the words “my law” is paralleled with “my commands” and “do not forget” is paralleled with 

“your heart keep” and can be written as follows. 

My son; 

1. do not forget my law 

2. let your heart keep my commands 

 

3. Below is Psalm 15:1-3 broken down into its poetic sequences. In this example each thought is represented 

by the letters A, B, C and D. Each expression of a thought is represented by the numbers 1 and 2. 

 

A1. Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? 

A2. Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 

 

B1. He who walks uprightly 

B2. And works righteousness 

 

C1. And speaks the truth in his heart 

C2. He who does not backbite with his tongue 

 

D1. Nor does evil to his neighbor 

D2. Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend 

 

4. Here are some other examples of parallelisms from the Bible that are not printed to show it’s poetic form: 

 

Matthew 19:30 

A.  But many who are first 

B.  will be last; 

B
1
.  and the last; 

A
1
.  first. 
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Isaiah 6:10 

A.  Make the heart of this people dull, 

  B.  And their ears heavy, 

   C.  And shut their eyes; 

   C
1
.  lest they see with their eyes, 

  B
1
.  And hear with their ears, 

A
1
.  And understand with their heart, And return and be healed. 

 

 Another common form of parallelism is the use of negatives where two opposing ideas are stated as we see 

in Proverbs 11:19-20. 

 

A
1
. As righteousness leads to life 

  B
1
. So he who pursues evil pursues it to his own death 

  B
2
. Those who are of a perverse heart are an abomination to the Lord 

A
2
. But the blameless in their ways are His delight 

 

 Two examples were poetry IS usually printed differently to demonstrate its poetic form are: 

 

Genesis 2:21-24 

“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed 

up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He 

brought her to the man. And Adam said: 

‘This is now bone of my bones 

And flesh of my flesh; 

She shall be called Woman, 

Because she was taken out of Man.’  

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”  

 

Psalm 1 

1 Blessed is the man 

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, 

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;  

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

And in His law he meditates day and night.  

3 He shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatever he does shall prosper.  

 

6. Cross References 

 The absolute best and easiest way to study your Bible is by using cross references.  

 

 This is called Using the Analogy of Faith or Letting Scripture Interpret Scripture. 

 

 If your Bible has cross references printed in it, it must be understood that these were added after the Bible 

was written, and must not be considered inspired in any way.   

  

 That being said, most Bibles have cross references, but some are better than others.  
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 For example, the author or editor who created the cross reference may have you may follow a cross 

reference to a passage of Scripture that has absolutely nothing to do with the passage you’re studying.  

 

 It may be that the publisher made an error, or that the writer saw something that either wasn’t there or that 

you may not fully appreciate.  

 

 If we look at John 3:16 as an example, my Bible has a cross reference to John 1:14. 

 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

 This makes perfect sense since Jesus was begotten of the Father (3:16), and Jesus is the Word made Flesh 

(1:14).  

 

 These two passages indicate that the Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God, became flesh and blood.  

 

 You can also cross reference from your cross reference.  

 

 For example, I jumped from John 3:16, to John 1:14, and from there had a cross reference to Isaiah 7:14.  

 

Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel.”  

 

 From Isaiah, I have a cross reference back to the New Testament at Matthew 1:23. 

 

Matthew 1:23 “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ 

which is translated, “God with us.’” 

 

 The more cross references you have and make, the more complete a picture you get about a subject, person, 

doctrine, etc. from the totality of Scripture.  

 

 When you come across a passage that is related to another passage or topic but your Bible doesn’t show a 

cross reference for it, highlight it or write the cross reference right in there!  
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 A fantastic resource for cross referencing is The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.  

 

 The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is comprehensive, user-friendly and versatile, providing the reader 

with an essential study tool for private devotions, teaching or preaching. 

 

 Complete with over 500,000 Scripture references and parallel passages, this reference work contains the 

most exhaustive listing of biblical cross references available anywhere. 

 

 This resource is widely found in both print form and digital form.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

7. Concordances 

 Another great resource added to most good study bibles is what’s 

called a concordance.  

 

 A Concordance is an alphabetical listing of names, words, and 

phrases, showing where they’re located in the Bible by book, 

chapter, and verse. 

 This is a handy tool to find verses you only remember a few words 

for. Say, you know a verse has the word “love” in it, but can’t 

remember where it is. The Concordance, while not exhaustive, may 

help. 

 

 The name JESUS, for example: 

o Matthew 1:1...of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of ... 

o Matthew 1:16...of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  

o Matthew 1:18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this ... 

o Matthew 1:21...shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save ... 

o Matthew 1:25...he called his name JESUS.  

o Matthew 2:1  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem ... 

o Matthew 3:13  Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan ... 

o Matthew 3:15  And Jesus answering said unto him, ... 
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 The phrase Caught Up: 

o 2 Corinthians 12:2 - I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot 

tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 

o 2 Corinthians 12:4 - How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is 

not lawful for a man to utter. 

o 1 Thessalonians 4:17 - Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

o Revelation 12:5 - And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and 

her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

 

 Strong’s Concordance takes every single word of the King James Version and lists where each word is 

found in the Scriptures.  

 

 It is useful for locating Scripture verses that you know the words to, but don’t know the book, chapter, and 

verse. 

 

 For example, let’s say that you know of a verse that says our hairs are numbered.  

 

 You could look up the word “numbered” in a Strong’s Concordance and it would give you a listing of all the 

verses that contain the word “numbered”.  

 

 You would then find Matthew 10:30, where Jesus said that “the very hairs of your head are all numbered”. 

 

 There is also also a reference number beside each verse. That number corresponds to a Hebrew or Greek 

word in the dictionary in the back of the concordance. 

 

 The Concordance included two dictionaries, called lexicons, which were indexed by these Strong’s 

Numbers: A Concise Dictionary of the Words on the Hebrew Bible, and A Concise Dictionary of the Words 

in the Greek Testament. 

 

 Because each word is numbered, we may only need to know the number to locate a Greek or Hebrew word. 

 

 Whenever a number is referred to in the Strong’s concordance, you can look up the number for yourself in 

the Strong’s Lexicon or other lexicons that use Strong’s numbers to verify everything. 

 

 Let’s look at the word Rejoice.  

 

 The Strong’s says that the King James Version uses the word “rejoice” 192 times (this number is located 

after the heading “Rejoice”) but, it is an English word used to translate several different Hebrew words. 

 

REJOICE (192) 

ye shall r before the LORD your Lev 23:40 8055 When we look up the number “1523” we find that the 

Hebrew word is “guwl” (lwg) and means to “spin round” 

(concrete) and is translated in the King James Version as 

“rejoice”, “glad”, “joyful”, “joy” and “delight” (abstracts).  

All of these words are different Hebrew words, but were 

translated rejoice by the King James translators.  

ye shall r in all that ye put Deut 12:7 8055 

so the LORD will r over you to Deut 26:83 7797 

will again r over thee for good Deut 30:9 7797 

r, O ye nations, with his people Deut 32:43 7442 

with fear, and r with trembling Ps 2:11 1523 

I will r in thy salvation Ps 9:14 1523 

We will r in thy salvation, and in Ps 20:5 7442 

Be glad in the LORD, and r Ps 32:11 1524 
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Let mount Zion r, let the Ps 48:11 8055 

yea, let them exceedingly r Ps 68:3 7797 

Let the heavens r, and let the Ps 96:11 8056 

I will r, I will divide Shechem Ps 108:7 5937 

r in Rezin and Remaliah’s son Is 8:6 4885 

even them that r in my highness Is 13:3 5947 

as thou didst r at the Eze 35:15 8057 

 

REJOICE (192) 

 When we look up the number “1523” we find 

that the Hebrew word is “guwl” and means to 

“spin round” and is translated in the King 

James Version as “rejoice”, “glad”, “joyful”, 

“joy” and “delight.” 

 

 1523 guwl {44x}, a primitive root; properly to 

spin round (under the influence of any violent 

emotion), i.e. usually rejoice, or (as crying) 

fear:- rejoice {27x}, glad {10x}, joyful {4x}, 

joy {2x}, delight {1x}.  

 

 All of these words are different Hebrew 

words, but were translated rejoice by the King 

James translators.  

 

 This brings us to the Englishman’s 

Concordance.  

 

 The Englishman’s is great for defining Greek 

and Hebrew words by context. 

 

 Thus, you can find every place a particular 

Greek or Hebrew word is used and see how it 

is translated in the English Bible (KJV).  

 

 There is so much software out there that is inexpensive or even free, but you have to be discerning. 

 

 I use PC Study Bible on my home computer and Mantis on my devises. 

 

 I don’t like Logos because I found it to be cumbersome and you have to be online on your device. Mantis is 

completely loaded onto your device.  

 

 If your Bible has a Concordance and Lexicon/Dictionary, your study of Scripture will be greatly enhanced.  

 

 Keep in mind, however, that this is NOT Scripture, and definitions were added by men.  
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8. Maps 
 Maps are not part of the original Greek and Hebrew Manuscripts. 

 

 They’re not inspired by God. 

 

 They ARE, however, very helpful for gaining a better understanding of what you’re reading.  

 

 Though not all Bible maps are equal, any map that gives you information about what you’re reading can be 

helpful. 

 

 Unfortunately, some maps are quite old, but because they’re in the Public Domain, they’re free.  
 

 Other’s you can buy. If you have an internet connection, maps are fairly easy to come by.  
 

 Here are three examples of maps that would help you understand what you’re reading” 

 

1. Local Churches A.D. 70 
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2. Abraham’s Journey 
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3. 12 Tribes of Israel 
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9. Page Numbers – Verse Numbers – Subject Headings  

 All of this stuff was added many centuries after the original books of the Bible were written. 

 

 When the books of the Bible were originally written, they did not contain chapter or verse references.  

 

 One of the problems of adding chapter breaks long after the author originally wrote is that in a few places 

chapter breaks are poorly placed and as a result content is divided when it should flow together.  

 

 The chapter divisions commonly used today were developed by Stephen Langton, an Archbishop of 

Canterbury.  

 

 Langton put the modern chapter divisions into place circa A.D. 1227.  

 

 The Wycliffe English Bible of 1382 was the first Bible to use this chapter pattern.  

 

 Since the Wycliffe Bible, nearly all Bible translations have followed Langton’s chapter divisions. 

 

 The Hebrew Old Testament was divided into verses by a Jewish rabbi by the name of Nathan in A.D. 1448.  

 

 Robert Estienne, who was also known as Stephanus, was the first to divide the New Testament into standard 

numbered verses, in 1555.  

 

 Stephanus essentially used Nathan’s verse divisions for the Old Testament. Since that time, beginning with 

the Geneva Bible (1560), the chapter and verse divisions employed by Stephanus have been accepted into 

nearly all the Bible versions. 

 

10. How The Books Were Named – Yes, Those Were Added, Too 

 

 Some of the books in Scripture have their name based upon the various topics in which they write about.  

 

 This would include the books of Kings and Chronicles.  

 

 Other books, such as Psalm and Proverbs are named for the literary form in which they are written.  

 

 Paul’s letters are named after either the churches to whom he was writing (such as Thessalonica) or the 

individuals to whom he addressed (such as Timothy).  

 

 The four gospels were named after the individuals whom it is believed authored the works. 

 

 For example, the English title, Genesis, comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible called the 

Septuagint or LXX. 

 

 The word Genesis in Greek means “origins”; whereas, the Hebrew title is derived from the Bible’s very first 

word, translated “in the beginning.”  

 

 Another example would be the English title Exodus.  

 

 The Greek Septuagint (LXX) and the Latin Vulgate versions of the OT assigned the title “Exodus” to this 

second book of Moses, because the departure of Israel from Egypt is the dominant historical fact in the book 

(19:1).  
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 The original Hebrew title of this third book of the law is taken from the first word, translated “And He 

called.”  

 

 Several OT books derive their Hebrew names in the same manner (e.g., Genesis, “In the beginning”; 

Exodus, “Now these are the names”).  

 

 The title “Leviticus” comes from the Latin Vulgate version of the Greek OT (LXX) Leuitikon meaning 

“matters of the Levites” (25:32, 33).  

 

 While the book addresses issues of the Levites’ responsibilities, much more significantly, all the priests are 

instructed in how they are to assist the people in worship, and the people are informed about how to live a 

holy life.  

 

 The names of the Books of the Bible were added, but this doesn’t change the Word of God. 

 

11. Parallel Passages 

 

 Parallel Passages are written into some study Bibles as another method of cross referencing.  

 

 Parallel passages occur when a single event or major concept is given in two or more places in the various 

scriptural accounts.  

 

 In the New Testament this happens very frequently in the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), but 

it also happens quite a bit in the Old Testament. 

 

 For example, in the first chapter of John in the New King James Bible at v. 19 we find a heading: 

   

A Voice in the Wilderness (Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-20) 

 

 Here we see a Section Title that was added and parallel passages that recount the same event, but from a 

different perspective.  

 

 An Old Testament example from Exodus 3:1 in the same New King James shows the heading and parallel 

passages: Moses at the Burning Bush (Exodus 6:2-7:7; 11:1-4; 12:35,36)  

 

 Again, parallel passages and subject headings were added long after the original authors wrote, and they’re 

wide and varied depending on the publisher, author, and/or editors.  

 

 Each may be different, but all are designed to help the reader better understand the Scriptures.  

 

12. Punctuation 

 

 The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew and Aramaic (the Aramaic portions are as follows: 

Ezra 4:8-6:18; 7:11-26; Daniel 2:4-7:28; Jeremiah 10:11, and two words in Genesis 31:47).  

 

 The New Testament was written in Greek. 

 

 The original Hebrew (and Aramaic) manuscripts were written without vowels and without punctuation.  

 

 The fact that vowels were not written is not as problematic as it might seem, due to the character of the 

Hebrew language.  
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 In fact, most Modern Hebrew is also written without vowels.  

 

 Vowels are inserted only when necessary to prevent possible misunderstandings. 

 

 The earliest Greek manuscripts were written in all capital letters (called uncials), and were written without 

spaces between the words but with some punctuation, though the punctuation seems not to have been used 

consistently.  

 

 Unlike the original Greek writers of the New Testament, in the Hebrew manuscripts the scribes did have 

spaces between words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the Middle Ages, Greek manuscripts began to be written in a cursive script called minuscule (lower case).  

 

 These manuscripts at least had spaces between the words, and a more sustained use of punctuation.  

 

 
 

Uncial 
John 1:1-18 

Minuscule 
1 Cor. 3 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     30 | Page 

 Over the course of the Middle Ages, the Hebrew scribes that preserved and copied the Biblical text 

developed a system for indicating the vowels in each word.  

 

 These scribes are known as Masoretes, and the text they produced is the Masoretic text.  

 

 In addition to this vocalization system, they 

developed a system of accents for the text. 

 

 In this system, each word has its own accent.  

 

 The accents serve three purposes: 

 

 First, the accent indicates which syllable in 

the word is accented.  

 

 Second, the accents serve as a sort of 

musical notation, indicating how the text is 

to be chanted.  

 

 Third, the accents serve somewhat like punctuation.  

 

 This system is still found in modern printed editions of the Hebrew Bible. 

 

 The punctuation in modern editions of the Greek New Testament comes in part from the punctuation found 

in manuscripts.  

 

 In addition, punctuation is added by the editors of the Greek text. 

 

 The punctuation of English versions of the Bible is dependent in part on the punctuation indicated by the 

Hebrew accent system and on the punctuation of the Greek text.  

 

 However punctuation in English is different and more extensive than punctuation in either Hebrew or 

Greek.  

 

 Thus, the punctuation of English versions is determined by the translators and editors of the particular 

version. 

 

 For example, Ephesians 1:3-14 (one extended sentence in Greek) is divided into three sentences in the KJV, 

and up to fourteen or so sentences by some of the modern simple language translations.  

 

 But this punctuation is a matter of editorial choice. 

 

 So for example, in Ephesians 1:4, the KJV reads, “that we should be holy and without blame before him in 

love:”  

 

 The ESV reads, “that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love” (with the sentence then 

continuing into verse 5).  

 

 The difference between the two renderings is that in the KJV, the phrase “in love” is understood to go with 

what precedes, as is indicated by the punctuation.  
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 In the ESV, the phrase “in love” is understood to go with what follows, again as indicated by the 

punctuation. 

 

 In this case, the KJV is supported by the punctuation as it is found in the 27th edition of the Nestle-Aland 

Greek New Testament.  

 

 Most modern English versions, however, do the same as the ESV.  

 

 In this case, the interpretational difference may be minimal.  

 

 But where you put the comma, or whether you even use a comma, is not always so simple. 

Benjamin Shaw, Ph.D - Associate Professor of Hebrew & OT and Academic Dean  

at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 

 

A Note About Capitalization: 

 

 If the original Greek manuscripts were all written in Uncial form (ALL CAPS), then it stands to reason that 

any capitalization in your English translation was added by the editors/translators.  

 

 An example would be from 1 Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — 

whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free — and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”  

 

 Is this Spirit Baptism or Water Baptism?  

 

 Many suppose that because the word Spirit is capitalized, it must be Spirit Baptism.  

 

 However, because all words were capitalized in the original, it’s difficult to make this distinction from the 

Greek.  

 

 Some (Bloomfield, Calvin, Doddridge, and more) believe this passage is in reference to the ordinance of 

water baptism, and that the body spoken of here is the local Church and not the universal Body of Christ. 

 

The Debate Rages 

 

 “The passage that would come closest to teaching a “Spirit” baptism would be 1 Corinthians 12:13, but, the 

fact is, a careful analysis of related passages reveals that not even this text teaches a baptism in the Spirit.” 

 

 “Note the following logic: The baptism of 1 Corinthians 12:13 puts one into the one “body,” which is the 

same as the “church” (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18,24). But the church is identified with the kingdom of Christ 

(Mt. 16:18-19 . Thus, the baptism of the text under consideration introduces one into the Lord’s kingdom.” 

 

 “However, a related passage demonstrates that it is through the birth of “water” that one enters Christ’s 

kingdom (Jn. 3:3-5). One is forced to conclude, therefore, that the baptism of 1 Corinthians 12:13 is water 

baptism. In this connection, one should also carefully study Ephesians 5:26, and note the reference to the 

‘washing of water.’”  

https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/465-new-testament-baptism-in-water-or-the-spirit 

Christian Courier 
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And Another Example 

 

 Thus, this verse has no reference whatsoever to either the Holy Spirit or Holy Spirit baptism.  

 

 Paul was writing to saved persons, members of the Corinthian church who had been baptized into that 

church, which is the only scriptural way of entrance into any sound church.  

 

 At the same time, baptism always has the same purpose and is administered the same way for all people if it 

is scripturally administered. “In one spirit were we all baptized into one body” therefore means that this 

baptism was administered in a unity of purpose and practice.  

Davis W. Huckabee: Sermons to Baptist Churches - WHAT IS THE BODY OF CHRIST? 

 

13. Red Lettering 

 

 Red letter editions of the Bible are printed so that the words of Christ are printed in red. 

 

 However, because there was no punctuation in the Greek, and therefore no quotation marks, there are 

instances where we cannot be sure the words in red were spoken by Jesus or were simply the testimony of 

the author.  

 

 For example, in John 3:10-21 where does Jesus end and John begin?  

 

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?  

11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not 

receive Our witness.12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I 

tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, 

the Son of Man who is in heaven.14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.’”  

 

 Should the words of Christ stop after v. 15 or continue on? 

  

 Keep in mind that this doesn’t change the truth of what is being said, as God is the author of the Bible, 

regardless of who wrote it. 

 

 Vs. 16-21 might be John speaking. 

 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; 

but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God.  

19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 

than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not 

come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that 

his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”  

 

 The ESV, for example, marks the whole section red, but drops the quote marks at 3:15 with an explanatory 

footnote: “ Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15.” 
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 The NIV 2011 stops the red letters starting at v. 16. 

 

 Many editions of the KJV, NKJV, and the NASB maintain the red lettering through to the end of the 

section. 

 

What about Revelation 21:5-8?  

 

 In five other passages Jesus calls Himself the Alpha and the Omega, and the First and the Last:  

o Revelation 1:8 

o Revelation 1:11 

o Revelation 1:17 

o Revelation 2:8 

o Revelation 22:13 

 

 Compare to Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12; where God calls Himself the First and the Last? 

 

 Could it be God the Father talking in Revelation 21:5-8, thus rendering the text black and not red?  

  

 I found NO translations where these passages are in red.   

 

Compare Revelation 22:12-16 in the NIV and the NKJV 

NIV 

12. “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he 

has done.  

13. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  

14. “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go 

through the gates into the city.  

15. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the 

idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  

16. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the 

Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”   

 

Revelation 22:12-16 - NKJV 

 

12. “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his 

work.  

13. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” 

14. Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter 

through the gates into the city.  

15. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves 

and practices a lie.  

16. “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the 

Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”   

 

 The obvious danger for the Bible student is elevating the words of Christ above the rest of Scripture.   

 

 Remember 2 Timothy 3:16 – “ALL SCRIPTURE is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (emphasis added) 

 

 While we’re studying, we must take into account that the red lettering was added by man, and that ALL 

SCRIPTURE IS GOD BREATHED.  
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 It is our responsibility to be all the more discerning when handling the Word of God. 

 

 2 Timothy 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

 

 Hebrews 5:12-14 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 

the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone 

who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs 

to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both 

good and evil.”  
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context 

context 

context 
 DEFINED 
1. Basic rules of Bible interpretation tell us that seeking the biblical author’s intended meaning necessitates 

interpreting Bible verses in context. 

  

2. Every word in the Bible is part of a 

verse, and every verse is part of a 

paragraph, and every paragraph is part 

of a book, and every book is part of 

the whole of Scripture.  

 

3. No verse of Scripture can be divorced 

from the verses around it. 

 

4. This chart is helpful for understanding 

context.  

 

5. Taking verses out of context leads to 

all kinds of doctrinal error, 

misapplication, and misunderstanding.   

 

6. The Word is one, unified, living, 

message from God.  

 

 The Word is truth, cannot be parsed 

out, and cannot be separated from Jesus, Himself. 

 

 The name of the Word IS Jesus.  

 

 John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

 

 Revelation 19:11-13 “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 

and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was 

clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.”  

 

7. When people quote Bible verses out of context, it is almost as though they are writing their own version of 

the Bible and creating their own god! 

 

PARAGRAPHS 

SENTENCES 

SELECTIONS 
BOOK 

TESTAMENT 

WORDS 

CONTEXT 

4 
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8. A good example of taking passages out of context is the Mormon practice of using 1 Cor. 8:5b: “... (as there 

are many gods and many lords)...” as a proof text of their doctrine of polytheism.  

 

9. However, a simple reading of the whole verse in the context of the whole chapter (e.g. where Paul calls 

these gods so-called), plainly demonstrates that Paul is not teaching polytheism. 1 Corinthians 8:5 “For even 

if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords)” 

 

10. Every word of Scripture MUST be understood in light of the words that come before and after it. Why? 

 

11. The meaning of any passage is nearly always determined, controlled, and/or limited by what appears 

immediately before and after the text in question. 

 

12. By observing what precedes and what follows a passage, the interpreter has a greater opportunity to see 

what the writer was seeking to convey to his original readers. 

 

13. For example, these readers did not plunge into the middle of a letter from Paul and pull out a few 

consecutive sentences, and then build a doctrine.  

 

14. They read the whole document very, very carefully, and so should we! 

 

15. To treat material fairly, the modern interpreter must seek to understand the author’s entire/overall message 

before delving into analysis.  

 

16. No axiom is better known and more frequently disobeyed than the oft quoted: “A text without a context is a 

pretext for a proof text.” D.A. Carson 

 

17. We all have a tendency to take verses out of context and use them to support points that we think are 

important. 

 

18. This is called proof-texting -- and it is our own attempt to make the Bible say what we want it to say, rather 

than letting the text of Scripture say what God intended to communicate.  

 

19. To quote out of context is to remove a passage from its surrounding matter in such a way as to distort its 

meaning. 

 

20. Faithful adherence to context will create in the interpreter a genuine appreciation for the authority of 

Scripture. This is because God is the author, and we never want to distort His message to us.  

 

21. A respect for the authority of Scripture means that we will seek its meaning rather than putting ourselves in 

authority above Scripture as the determiner of its meaning. 

 

22. Once we replace God as the author/authority, we begin the process of Eisegesis (adding meaning to), as 

opposed to Exegesis (taking meaning out).  

 

IMMEDIATE AND BROAD CONTEXT 

 

1. In interpreting Scripture, there is both an immediate context and a broader context.  

 

2. The immediate context of a verse is the paragraph (or paragraphs) of the biblical book in question.  

 

3. Immediate context (surrounding paragraphs) should always be consulted when interpreting Bible verses.  
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4. The broader context is the chapter, the book, the testament, or even the whole of Scripture.  

 

5. We must keep in mind that the interpretation of a specific passage must not contradict the total teaching of 

Scripture on a point.  

 

6. Individual verses do not exist as isolated fragments, but as parts of a whole.  

 

7. This is the Analogy of Faith - Letting Scripture interpret Scripture. 

 

8. For example: What does the context of Galatians 5:4 teach us? Galatians 5:4  “You have become estranged 

from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”  

 

9. Does “Falling from grace” mean that a person can lose his salvation?  

 

10. The immediate context of this passage demonstrates that the Apostle Paul was discussing the legalistic 

Judaizers.  

 

11. They were attempting to convince the Christians in Galatia to place themselves back under the bondage of 

the Mosaic Law.  

 

12. Paul warned these believers that if a person seeks justification by God through human effort in obeying the 

Law, then he has rejected the way of salvation that God provided through the gracious gift of His Son -- he 

has departed from the way of grace, or is “fallen from grace.” 

 

13. When we see the context, we see that Paul is saying we cannot mix Law and Grace. Once justified by Grace 

through Faith, a person cannot then seek to be justified by the works of the Law.  

 

14. The broader context of the Scriptures proves over and over again that you cannot lose your salvation.  

 

15. God keeps His promises: In John 3:16 God promises to give everlasting life to WHOEVER believes in Him.  

 

16. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.” 

 

17. In Matthew 11:28, Jesus promises to give rest to ALL who come to Him. 

 

18. God promises to save anyone who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31).  

 

19. Romans 8:35; 38-39, tells us that ABSOLUTELY NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE 

OF CHRIST! That includes you! 

 

20. Looking at the broad context, what does Jesus say about losing your salvation in John 6:39 and 10:27-30?  

 

LET’S TAKE A LOOK: 

21. In 6:39, how many will Jesus lose? NONE  

 

22. In 10:28, how long will the believer enjoy life? ETERNALLY 

 

23. In 10:28, when will a believer perish? NEVER 

 

24. In 10:28, who can possibly snatch a believer out of Jesus’ hand? NO ONE 
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25. In 10:29, what is it that makes our salvation secure? NO ONE IS GREATER THAN THE FATHER 

WHO GAVE US TO JESUS – AND JESUS AND THE FATHER ARE ONE! 

 

26. In Ephesians 1:13-14 there are two Greek words that emphatically indicate that we cannot lose our 

salvation.  

 

27. The first is SEALED: which in the Greek means “To seal permanently, close up, and make secure with a 

seal signet such as letters or books so that they may not be read.”  

 

28. The second word is GUARANTEE:  which in the Greek “is the earnest on the basis of which one obligates 

oneself to the fulfillment of a promise; a pledge.” 

 

29. The Holy Spirit (A.K.A. God) sealed us permanently the moment we believed. 

 

30. How can we be unsealed once we’re sealed? WE CAN’T. The Bible never says we’re sealed until such 

time as we sin so much (or do anything) that we become unsealed! 

 

31. One passage has a broad context and an immediate context. Both must be considered for proper 

interpretation: Look again at Galatians 5:4 “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be 

justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”  

 

HISTORICAL – GRAMMATICAL CONTEXT 

 

1. An “authorial intent” hermeneutic means that we must seek to understand what the original author was 

attempting to convey to his original audience. 

 

2. Authorial Intent means a verse or passage must be interpreted historically, grammatically, and contextually.  

 

3. Historical interpretation refers to understanding the culture, background, and situation which prompted the 

text.  

 

4. Grammatical interpretation is recognizing the rules of grammar and nuances of the Hebrew and Greek 

languages and applies those principles to the understanding of a passage.  

 

5. For example, in the gospel of John, the key to understanding the interplay between Pilate and Jesus is 

knowing what happened beforehand; the historical.   

 

6. When Pilate was first assigned to Judea, he infuriated the Jewish population by trying to force pagan culture 

and emperor worship on them.  

 

7. There were several incidents, and Rome was displeased with Pilate’s inability to keep the peace.  

 

8. Pilate was afraid of what the Jewish leaders might instigate, and that’s why he let Christ be crucified.  

 

9. He already had a rotten track record and his job was on the line.  

 

10. When we study the Bible we almost always come across references to the people, places, and things of the 

ancient Middle Eastern world. We find walled cities, bronze gates, threshing instruments, large houses with 

cornerstones, altars for sacrifice, lavers for cleansing, multicolored curtains to separate God’s priests from 

the holy place and the holy of holies, etc.  
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11. These are alien to most of our way of thinking, yet would be second nature to people who were reading, 

John, at the time John actually wrote. They’d already be familiar with Pilate, whereas we are not. 

 

12. The difficult part of Bible study is trying to get an image or picture of what it really looked like in the 

ancient world. Our job is to go back in time, so to speak, and research what it was really like.  

 

13. For example, what was a watchtower? What are fortresses and bulwarks? Where exactly was ancient 

Canaan, and what gods did they worship?  

 

14. Understanding the background of the Bible offers us a clearer picture of the author’s intent. There are 

volumes of books, encyclopedias, and dictionaries that cover these subjects in great detail.  

 

15. Nations like Rome, Greece, Egypt, Israel, Assyria, Babylon, Persia to name a few, all had distinct lifestyles, 

cultures, appearances, and peculiarities unique to their civilizations.  

 

16. For example, when we look at Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, we tend to think of the Galatians as people in 

the church there, like the Corinthians, or the Philippians. Galatia, however, was NOT a city, but a region.  

 

17. Notice that Galatians 1:2 says “to the churches of Galatia.” Churches (plural) is refereeing to the region.  

 

18. The name Galatia is derived from the barbaric Gauls, or Celts, who settled in Asia Minor after several 

centuries of plundering the Greek and Roman empires.  

 

19. Under Roman rule, the original region of Galatia was made part of a larger province by the same name in 

central Asia Minor (modern Turkey) that encompassed an area some 250 miles north to south and up to 175 

miles from east to west. 

 

20. In Paul's day, the name Galatia was used for the original smaller region as well as the province. On their 

first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas established four churches in the southern part of the province in 

the cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe (Acts 13:14-14:23), and those churches apparently came 

to form something of a regional body of believers.  

 

21. The Galatian epistle itself does not identify the specific local churches, but they were churches in which 

Paul had personally ministered (4:13-15). 

 

22. Now that you have some historical background, go back and reread Galatians 1:2; It should look different.  

 

23. Another example of why historical context is important comes from 1 Peter 4:12, “Beloved, do not think it 

strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you.”  

 

24. The NASB translates this last phrase “the fiery ordeal among you.” Literally rendered it could read “the 

among you burning.”  

 

25. The verb  pyrosei  is from  pyroo , “to burn.” The meaning may be metaphorical as in 1:7 where the context is 

quite similar. However, the verse could also be aptly applied to the historical reality of the Neronian 

persecution.  

 

26. Christians were blamed for the burning of Rome, and some were covered with pitch and used as living 

torches to light the imperial gardens at night.  

 

27. Another element of historical context is understanding the differing cultures in the Bible. 
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28. A great example of cultural misunderstanding comes from Ezekiel 16:12, “And I put a jewel on thy 

forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.” 

 

29. I put a jewel on thy forehead  is literally upon thy nose in the Hebrew. 

 

30. This is one of the most common ornaments among ladies in the east, but European translators, not knowing 

what to make of a ring in the nose, rendered it, a jewel on thy forehead or mouth. And they didn’t do it just 

once: 

King James Version New King James Version 

Genesis 24:22  

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, 

that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel 

weight,  

 

Genesis 24:22  

So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that 

the man took a golden nose ring weighing half a 

shekel  

Genesis 24:30  

And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and 

bracelets   

 

Genesis 24:30  

So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring,  

Genesis 24:47  

and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets 

upon her hands.  

  

Genesis 24:47  

So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on 

her wrists.  

Exodus 35:22   

And they came, both men and women, as many as 

were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and 

earrings,  

 

Exodus 35:22   

They came, both men and women, as many as had a 

willing heart, and brought earrings and nose rings,  

 

31. Lastly, the study of Colossians is greatly diminished if we don’t have an historical understanding of the 

heresy that would later become Gnosticism. This is WHY Paul is writing to the church there.  

 

CHRISTOCENTRIC CONTEXT  

 

1. In John 5:39 Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these 

are they which testify of Me.” The whole Bible is about the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  

 

2. Colossians 1:16 tells us “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through 

Him and FOR Him.”  

 

3. Hebrews 2:10  “For it was fitting for Him, FOR WHOM ARE ALL THINGS and by whom are all things, 

in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”  

 

4. Luke 18:31 “Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all 

things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished.’”  

 

5. Christ is at the center of what the prophets taught! 

 

6. Luke 24:27 “And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the 

things concerning Himself.” 
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7. Christ is at the center of what Moses AND all the prophets taught! 

 

8. Luke 24:44 “Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 

that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalm 

concerning Me.’”  

 

9. Christ is at the CENTER of the OT! 

 

10. John 1:45 “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and 

also the prophets, wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’”  

 

11. Hebrews 10:7 from Psalm 40:7 

 

 “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come - In the volume of the book it is written of Me - To do Your will, O 

God.’”  

 

 The Greek word for VOLUME kefali/$  kephalis (kef-al-is') actually refers to the head or knob of the 

wooden rod on which Hebrew manuscripts were rolled, and hence used to designate a roll, volume.  

 

 The implication is that it is referring to what is written on the scroll in its entirety. (The meaning involves 

not only the object on which the writing was done, but also the contents of the writing.) 

 

 Jesus is NOT simply spoken about in the Old Testament; He is the center of the OT! 

 While Christ is at the center of the Scriptures, He is also at the center of EVERYTHING! 

 

12. From the Fall of man in Genesis Chapter 3, the Bible is the record of God unfolding His plan of redemption 

for man.  

 

13. In Genesis 3:15 we find the protoevangelium — the first gospel wherein God tells Satan the He “will put 

enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And 

you shall bruise His heel.”  

 

14. This is the first Messianic prophecy of the coming of the Lord Jesus.  

 

15. The appearances of the Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament called “theophanies” were actually 

“Christophanies” and were all pre-incarnate appearances Christ.  

 

 The title “Angel of the Lord” occurs 52 times in the Old Testament and 27 times the appearance of the 

Lord is recorded by the phrase “the LORD appeared.”  

 

 The word translated in our English Bibles “LORD” (capitalized) is the Hebrew word “Jehovah.”  

 

 The significance of this truth is that Jesus their Messiah had appeared many times to Israel prior to His 

incarnation as recorded in the Gospels.  

 

 Regretfully, their sinful hearts blinded them to the One they had been expecting for 2000 years.  

 

16. Judges 2:1 “Then the Angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: ‘I led you up from Egypt 

and brought you to the land of which I swore to your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant 

with you.’”  
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17. The interpreter of God’s word must understand that Christ is the central theme in all Scripture. An example 

of not taking this principle into consideration would be to say that God had a plan of salvation in the Old 

Testament, but in the New Testament Christ came with a new plan. It would be a serious mistake to 

conclude two different plans of salvation. The error would be in teaching the Old Testament saints were 

saved by the Law and the New Testament by Grace.  

 

18. God’s plan was from the beginning that Jesus would come to earth, God incarnate in Man, and suffer, die, 

and be resurrected for the propitiation of sin. Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:8-10, “Therefore do not be ashamed 

of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel 

according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 

works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time 

began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”  

 

19. The Book of Hebrews clearly says that the Law and all the sacrifices did not atone for sin. Hebrews 11, the 

Bible’s Hall of Faith, states in 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 

God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  

 

20. All the Old Testament saints were saved through their faith in the promises of God. Their faith was in the 

future coming of the Messiah and Savior who would die for sin.  

 

21. Galatians 3 teaches over and over about Abraham, salvation, and faith. 

 

22. Galatians 3:2-3 “This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or 

by the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by 

the flesh?  

 

23. Galatians 3:5-9 “Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it 

by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? —  just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted 

to him for righteousness.”  Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the 

Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 

beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with 

believing Abraham.  

 

24. Further, all of the Old Testament sacrifices are types of Christ.   

 

25. Hebrews 10:1 “For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the 

things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who 

approach perfect.”  

 

26. What are the good things to come? Jesus! Hebrews 9:11-12 “But Christ came as High Priest of the good 

things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this 

creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place 

once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”  

 

27. You absolutely cannot understand the Bible outside the context 

a. Immediate and Broad 

b. Historical-Grammatical 

c. Christocentric 
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exegesis 

vs  

eisegesis 
 

EXEGESIS EISEGESIS 

o Greek: Exegeomai o Greek: Eisagogilos 

 

o EX =to explain, to lead out of, or to take from  

 

o HEGEOMAI = to lead, to guide  

o EISAGO =  to introduce , eis, in, into 

 

o AGO =             to lead 

 

o The practice of discovering the meaning of a text 

in its original cultural, historical, literary, and 

theological contexts. 

o Reading one’s preconceived notions, biases, and 

understandings into the text, and/or ascribing 

meaning that doesn’t exist in the text. 

 

o What the text actually means. o What I think the text means, or should mean! 

 

 

Exegesis and Eisegesis: Two Conflicting Approaches to Bible Study 

1. Exegesis is the exposition or explanation of a text 

based on a careful, objective analysis.  

 

1. Eisegesis often begins with a preconceived idea of 

what the text says. 

o The word exegesis literally means “to lead out of.” o The word eisegesis literally means “to read into.” 

 

o That means that the interpreter is led to his 

conclusions by following the text. 

o That means the one reading the Bible starts with 

what they believe the text means. 

 

o Exegesis is concerned with discovering the true 

meaning of the text, respecting its grammar, 

syntax, and setting.  

o Eisegesis is concerned only with making a point, 

supporting a bias, or serving an agenda even at the 

expense of the meaning of words. 

 

 

2. Eisegesis is a mishandling of the text and often leads to a misinterpretation, violating Paul’s command to 

Timothy:  

 

3. 2 Timothy 2:15 commands us to use exegetical methods: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 

worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

 

 The mark of a faithful teacher or preacher is his handling accurately the Word of Truth.  

 

 Handling accurately translates a Greek participle, which means literally to cut straight.  
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 Sophocles used the word to mean, “expound soundly.”  

 

 It was used of a craftsman cutting a straight line, of a farmer plowing a straight furrow, of a mason setting a 

straight line of bricks, or of workmen building a straight road.  

 

 Metaphorically, it was used of carefully performing any task. Because Paul was a tentmaker by trade (Acts 

18:3), he may have had in mind the careful, straight cutting and sewing of the many pieces of leather or 

cloth necessary to make a tent.  

 

 Figuratively it refers to expounding something rightly, or teaching something correctly. 

 

 To manage rightly, to treat truthfully without falsification. 

 

 To handle correctly, skillfully; to correctly teach the Word of Truth. 

 

 One who correctly administers the word of truth, and can also mean to give accurate instruction - to teach 

correctly, to expound rightly.  

 

 The thought is that the minister of the Gospel is to present the truth rightly, not abridging it, not handling it 

as a charlatan, not making it a matter of wordy strife, but treating it honestly and fully, in a straightforward 

manner. 

 

 This application cannot be made to the Word of God through eisegesis, as that is not a careful handling of 

the text.  

 

4. Letting the Scripture speak for itself is the mark of an exegete. One who accepts what the Bible says, 

whether or not he agrees with it personally.  

 

5. An eisegete attempts to align the text with his own preconceived notions seeking to force the Bible to agree 

with what he already believes. 

 

6. The process of exegesis involves: 

1. Observation: what does the passage say?  

 

2. Interpretation: what does the passage mean?  

 

3. Correlation: how does the passage relate to the rest of the Bible?  

 

4. Application: how should this passage affect my life? 

 

7. Eisegesis, on the other hand, involves:  

 

1. Imagination: what idea do I want to present?  

 

2. Exploration: what Scripture passage seems to fit with my idea?  

 

3. Application: what does MY idea mean?  

 

8. Notice that, in eisegesis, there is no examination of the words of the text or their relationship to each other, 

no cross-referencing with related passages, and no real desire to understand the context or actual meaning.  
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9. Scripture serves only as a prop to the interpreter’s idea. 

 

10. When one begins a study of Scripture with a preconceived truth, he will find proof of that truth by reading 

into passages what it really doesn’t mean.  

 

11. For example, if an eisegete has the preconceived idea that “God is love, and therefore He would NEVER 

send ANYONE to Hell”, then he will seek out passages that seem to support that idea.  

 

12. Here are three:  

 

a. 1 John 4:8 “God is love.”  

 

b. John 3:16 “…God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.”  

 

c. John 3:17 “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 

through Him might be saved.”  

 

13. This proves that God LOVES everyone in the whole world and didn’t come into the world to condemn it, 

right? Of course right because God IS love! 

 

14. If your premise is “This is what I THINK it means” or “what this passage means to me” you might be 

Eisegeting.  

 

15. Remember, there is ONLY ONE interpretation, but many applications of that interpretation.  

 

 LET’S DO SOME EXERCISES: 

 

EISEGESIS 

 

1. In the Old Testament, the name Esau means hairy. 

 

2. In Malachi 1:2-3 God says, “Jacob I have loved; But Esau I have hated.” 

 

3. Therefore, God hates hairy people! 

 

1. Noah’s name means rest. 

 

2. Noah found grace. 

 

3. Therefore, if we rest, we will find grace.  

 

EXEGESIS 

 

1. Matthew 1:23 states that Jesus will be called Immanuel. 

 

2. However, Jesus was not known by the name Immanuel. 

 

3. Therefore, the name must mean something else. Now we begin our exegesis.  
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4. If we simply read a bit further in the same passage for context, we find that the Bible speaks for itself: 

Matthew 1:23, “they shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with us.’”  

 

5. The previous passage, using the context tools, tells us that this fulfills what was written by the prophet. 

 

6. So, what prophet said that the Son would be called Immanuel?  

 

7. Most good study Bibles will have a note at Matthew 1:23 indicating that this is from Isaiah, or it will set the 

quote off in oblique text. If your Bible doesn’t do either of these, hopefully it has a concordance in the back 

you could consult. In any event, careful study reveals that it was the prophet Isaiah who said this in Isaiah 

7:14. 

 

8. Using Hebrew word studies and/or an Interlinear, we can figure out that Immanu’el is the name given to the 

Messiah at Isaiah 7:14 and 8:8, and it means “God is with us”—which is how Hebrew immanu (with us) El 

(God) is translated at Isaiah 8:10.  

 

9. However, Jesus was not known by that name during His life on earth, so why is He supposed to be called 

Immanuel?  

 

10. Hebrew names all mean something, and Immanuel is no different. This name gives us a hint as to who Jesus 

is by describing Him AS God-with-us. 

 

11. Jesus is not simply a man, a good man, or a good teacher. He is LITERALLY God with us.  

 

12. There are many, many passages that demonstrate the Deity of Jesus, but we only have to look to the Gospel 

of John for confirmation: 

 

 John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

 

 John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

 

 This is Exegesis. 

 

13. God’s people experience the final fulfillment of God-with-us at Revelation 21:3, where in the new heavens 

and new earth “God-with-them” dwells among them. 

 

 Revelation 21:3 “… ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 

shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.’”  

 

14. In the Tanakh names frequently describe an aspect of the person named. 

 

 Tanakh is an Acronym for the Old Testament, based on the letters: 

 

o T (for “Torah”) 

 

o N (for “Neviim,” the Prophets) 

 

o K (for “Ketuvim,” the Sacred Writings).  
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15. In fact, the Tanakh uses several names to refer to the Messiah, including: 

 

 Shiloh (Genesis 49:10) 

 

 Branch (Isaiah 11:1) 

 

 Sprout (Jeremiah 23:5, 33:15) 

 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:5-6(6-7)) 

 

 

To illustrate Exegesis and Eisegesis further, let’s use both in the treatment of one passage: 2 Chronicles 27:1-2 

 

“Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. . . .  

He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father Uzziah had done,  

but unlike him he did not enter the temple of the LORD.” 

 

EISEGESIS 

 

1. First, the interpreter decides on a topic. Today, it’s “The Importance of Church Attendance.” The interpreter 

reads 2 Chronicles 27:1-2 and sees that King Jotham was a good king, just like his father Uzziah had been, 

except for one thing: he didn’t go to the temple!  

 

2. This passage seems to fit his idea, so he uses it. The resulting sermon deals with the need for passing on 

godly values from one generation to the next. Just because King Uzziah went to the temple every week 

didn’t mean that his son would continue the practice.  

3. In the same way, many young people today tragically turn from their parents’ training, and church 

attendance drops off.  

 

4. The sermon ends with a question: “How many blessings did Jotham fail to receive, simply because he 

neglected church?” 

 

5. Certainly, there is nothing wrong with preaching about church attendance or the transmission of values. And 

a cursory reading of 2 Chronicles 27:1-2 seems to support that passage as an apt illustration.  

 

6. However, the above interpretation is totally wrong. For Jotham not to go to the temple was not wrong; in 

fact, it was very good, as the proper approach to the passage will show. 

 

EXEGESIS 

 

1. First, the interpreter reads the passage and, to fully understand the context, he reads the histories of both 

Uzziah and Jotham (2 Chronicles 26-27; 2 Kings 15:1-6, 32-38).  

 

2. In his observation, he discovers that King Uzziah was a good king who nevertheless disobeyed the Lord 

when he went to the temple and offered incense on the altar—something only a priest had the right to do (2 

Chronicles 26:16-20).  

 

3. Uzziah’s pride and his contamination of the temple resulted in his having “leprosy until the day he died” (2 

Chronicles 26:21). 
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4. Needing to know why Uzziah spent the rest of his life in isolation, the interpreter studies Leviticus 13:46 

and does some research on leprosy. Then he compares the use of illness as a punishment in other passages, 

such as 2 Kings 5:27; 2 Chronicles 16:12; and 21:12-15. 

 

5. By this time, the exegete understands something important: when the passage says Jotham “did not enter the 

temple of the LORD,” it means he did not did not repeat his father’s mistake. Uzziah had proudly usurped 

the priest’s office; Jotham was more obedient. 

 

6. The resulting sermon might deal with the Lord’s discipline of His children, with the blessing of total 

obedience, or with our need to learn from the mistakes of the past rather than repeat them. 

 

7. Of course, exegesis takes more time than eisegesis. But if we are to be those unashamed workmen “who 

correctly handle the word of truth,” then we must take the time to truly understand the text. Exegesis is the 

only way. 
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languages 
 

1. Martin Luther, the great Protestant reformer, wrote the following in regard to the importance of 

understanding Greek and Hebrew when studying the Scriptures:  

 

“The languages are the sheath in which the sword of the Spirit is contained.” 

 

2. God created language in order to communicate with His creation and authored the Bible to that end. 

 

3. God sovereignly chose to have His Word written in Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament). 

 

4. God chose to write the New Testament in Greek, perhaps because the Greek language is far more complex 

and precise than English, being capable of exact expression and subtle nuances.  

 

5. One of the difficulties with translating ANY language into another is that the rendering is rarely perfect.  

 

6. Something of the original message gets lost in the translation process.  

 

7. For example, if we try to translate a Dutch phrase into English we lose something of the meaning in the 

translation: 

 

Dutch English Translation Literal Meaning How we use it in English 

Met de neus in de 

boter vallen. 

To fall into the butter 

with your nose. 

Unexpectedly 

get lucky. 

To hit the jackpot. 

 

 

 

8. Verbs, as another example, in both Greek and English have tenses. English has past, present, and future, but 

Greek verbs also have what is known as “aspect.”  

 

9. Present-tense Greek verbs mean more than action is occurring presently. A Greek verb can also carry the 

meaning that the action is occurring continually or repeatedly.  

 

10. This is lost in English unless the aspect word “continually” or “repeatedly” is added to the translation along 

with the verb.  

 

11. A specific example of this is Ephesians 5:18, “…be filled with the Spirit.”  

 

12. In the original Greek, this verse is telling us to continually be filled with the Spirit. It is not a one-time 

event—it is a lifelong process. This “aspect” is lost in the English translation, as “filled” in English is past 

tense. 

 

13. Translation also creates problems when words have different meanings, but are translated the same way into 

English. For example, the Greek words “allos” and “heteros”. 
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14. Both are usually translated as “another” in English - yet “allos” literally means “another of the same type,” 

while “heteros” means “another of a different type.”  

 

 In John 14:16, Jesus promises to send another – allos – Helper. 

 

 Allos expresses a numerical difference while Heteros expresses a qualitative difference.  

 

 Christ promised to send allos, “another like Himself,” not heteros. 

 

 This is significant as it proves the Deity of the Holy Spirit who is the same – allos – as Jesus. 

 

15. Another example of how translating is difficult, stems from cultural changes over time. This means that 

even if the Greek word is translated literally into English, the cultural meaning might be lost.  

 

16. When Jesus says, for example, in Mark 8:34, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross, and follow Me.”  

 

17. To take up one’s cross would have significantly different meaning to a person living under Roman 

occupation than someone living in suburbia U.S.A. The Romans executed thousands and thousands of 

people. Some estimate that in A.D. 70, the Romans crucified an average of 500 people per day!  

 

18. For these reasons, it is vitally important for the student of God’s Word to study, using any tools available, 

the words of their Bible translation in light of the original Biblical languages of Greek and Hebrew. 

   

POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR WHY GOD CHOSE GREEK 

1. The reason the apostles wrote their New Testament books in Greek is that Greek was the dominant language 

of the world in which they lived.   

 

2. Prior to the 4th century B.C., Aramaic was the dominant language of the Mediterranean world, reflecting the 

long dominance of the Mesopotamian empires.   

 

3. But during the Golden Age of Greece, and especially as a result of the sweeping conquests of Alexander the 

Great, the Greek language became increasingly dominate in the international life of the ancient world. 

 

4. Greek was the language of business, education, and for communication with foreigners (because it was a 

wide-spread language).   

 

5. The Roman Empire, which overthrew the Greek, adapted the higher culture of Greece, and even though 

Latin became the language of the empire, Greek remained the language of literature and philosophy. 

 

6. Under Roman rule, Greek was still the leading written and spoken language of the eastern Mediterranean 

world. 

 

7. Indeed, it remained the dominant language, especially in the large cities of Alexandria, Antioch, etc., until 

after the Arab Muslim conquest, long after the time the Western Roman Empire fell in A.D. 476.  

 

8. By the time of the New Testament church, Hellenistic (Grecian) influences had penetrated deeply into 

ancient Judea.  

 

9. Greek, rather than Hebrew or Aramaic was used in New Testament times to communicate when people 

didn’t know each other’s native tongue.  
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10. It was very likely that Jesus and His followers spoke Aramaic, Greek, and Hebrew.  

 

11. The everyday language of Jesus and His disciples was likely Aramaic, a Semitic language like Hebrew, but 

not the original language of the Jews. 

 

12. Remember, Greek was the language of business, education, and for communication with foreigners, and 

Hebrew was the religious language of the Jews and was primarily reserved for prayers and religious 

teaching. 

 

13. So, the basic reason why the New Testament was originally written in Greek instead of Aramaic or Hebrew 

was because the writers wished to reach a broad, gentile, Greek using audience, and not just a Jewish 

audience.  

 

14. The authors of the New Testament wrote in Greek even when it wasn’t the language they spoke, ensuring 

that their manuscripts could be widely read and passed on to future generations. 

 

15. The form of Greek used to write the New Testament is known as Koine or Common Greek (sometimes 

called Biblical Greek), and it represents an evolutionary step between Ancient Greek and its modern 

version. 

 

16. In many parts of the Roman Empire, Koine Greek was actually the official language, rather than Latin, 

because its use was so widespread.  

 

17. Even the Hebrew OT was translated into Greek, as most Jews of the time were becoming increasingly 

Hellenistic. 

 

18. Around 200 B.C., the important Jewish community in Alexandria, Egypt produced the Greek translation of 

the Old Testament known as the Septuagint.   

 

19. In Jesus’ day this was the most familiar version of the Old Testament among the Jewish people. Without 

doubt, Jesus would have spoken Aramaic, Greek, and Hebrew, but the familiarity of those languages among 

the people would have been in that same order. 

 

20. With the Septuagint and the New Testament letters being copied and spread, The Bible, now, was recorded 

in a language that was truly universal.   

 

21. One of the strongest factors in the growth of the Christian church was that it’s key sacred writings were 

propagated in the widespread common tongue. 

 

22. It follows, then, that since the apostles and evangelists in the early New Testament church wished to reach 

as large an audience as possible, they chose to write in Greek and not Aramaic or Hebrew.  

23. The availability of a language like Greek, which had by then been spread, and was in use in the ancient 

world for at least a couple of centuries, was greatly used by God in the missionary work of the church. 

 

24. The fact that the widespread Greek language remained in use even after the Roman conquest of the Greek 

Empire is no coincidence.  
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LANGUAGE AND ROADS 

 

1. God used the Greek language, the Pax Romana, and the vast network of Roman roads to spread the Gospel. 

 

2. The 200 year Pax Romana (27 BC to AD 180) enabled the Gospel to spread in relative peace. 

 

3. The Roman road system spanned more than 400,000 km of roads, including over 80,500 km of paved roads. 

 

4. When Rome reached the height of its power, no fewer than 29 great military highways radiated from the 

city.  

 

5. Hills were cut through and deep ravines filled in.  

 

6. At one point, the Roman Empire was divided into 113 provinces traversed by 372 great road links.  

 

7. In Gaul (France) alone, no less than 21,000 km of road are said to have been improved, and in Britain at 

least 4,000 km. 

 

8. All three elements of Peace, Roads, and the Greek language came together perfectly in order to spread and 

establish the early church.  

 

9. Once Koine Greek became a dead language, meaning it wouldn’t change over time, the thousands of 

manuscripts that exist demonstrate that God preserved His Word by allowing us to gather and compare them 

for accuracy.  

 

10. Today we have approximately 5,760 Greek N.T. manuscripts. 

 

11. 10,000 Latin Vulgate. 

 

12. There are over 19,000 (perhaps as many as 25,000) Manuscript versions in the Syriac, Latin, Coptic, 

Aramaic, and more languages.  Added to the Greek Manuscripts, the total supporting New Testament 

manuscript base is between 24,000-30,000. 

 

TRANSMISSION: DEGREE OF ACCURACY 

 

1. The significance of having so many manuscripts is that when we compare the different manuscripts, we find 

that they’re so similar that we are certain we have today 97% - 98% of the original New Testament. 

 

2. For the remaining 2-3%, almost ½ are 1 and 2 word variants for spelling, adding “the”, etc. None of these 

affect doctrine. 

 

 All of this information is given to emphasize the necessity of studying the Bible in its original languages as 

much as we can.  

 

 Our English transitions are very, very good, but they are only translations. 
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Here are some specific examples: 

 

Language Expression Literal Translation Meaning American English equivalent 

Italian 

 

Chi dorme non 

piglia pesci. 

 

The person who sleeps 

won’t catch any fish. 

 

It’s good to start 

things early. 

 

The early bird catches the 

worm. 

 

Swedish 

 

Gå som katten 

kring het gröt. 

 

Walk like a cat around 

hot porridge. 

 

To talk about 

everything else 

but not what’s 

really on your 

mind. 

 

Beat around the bush. 

 

Dutch 

 

Met de neus in de 

boter vallen. 

To fall into the butter 

with your nose. 

Unexpectedly 

get lucky. 

 

To hit the jackpot. 

 

Hebrew 

Jeremiah 

1:13 

And the word of the Lord came to me the 

second time, saying, “What do you see?” 

And I said, “I see a boiling pot, and it is 

facing away from the north.” 

The face thereof 

is toward the 

north; rather, 

toward the 

south; literally, 

from the face of 

the north.  

The symbol is the boiling pot 

that faces North. 

It stands for the calamity that 

the Lord is bringing on the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem from 

the families of the North. 
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bible 

commentaries 
Acts 17:10-11 

“Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into 

the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.” 

 

1. One of the first tenants of Bible Study is “find out whether these things were so.” 

 

2. This means that no matter what anyone says, test them against the Scriptures to see if they’re true.  

 

3. A commentary, then, is someone’s effort to explain or interpret a biblical passage. 

 

4. The commentary might give explanation on a single word, a verse, an entire chapter or series of chapters, an 

entire book or sequence of books, the Old Testament or New Testament, or the entire Bible. 

 

5. Verse by verse commentaries tend to be the most through, but due to the limitations of space on a page, 

sometimes are able to provide only a limited amount of information.  

 

6. Individual comments on a specific passage sometimes offers straight interpretations, while others offer 

background information, grammar, themes, contexts, and/or cross references.  

 

7. The golden rule of commentary use is: Consult more than one commentary on your passage. 

 

8. Reading more than one commentary may help to clarify issues, to consider alternate explanations, to 

compare the evidence for competing explanations, or to support views already encountered. 

 

9. However, it is always best to be familiar with the passages in question BEFORE consulting a commentary.  

 

10. Without prior reading and study of the biblical passage, the reader may be unable to comprehend or to 

appreciate adequately a writer’s comments or be able to critique sufficiently those comments. 

 

11. The real value of the commentary is not in supplying quick, readymade answers, but to help the reader think 

more deeply about the passage. 

 

12. Commentaries vary in their scope; the amount of biblical text treated.  

 

13. A commentary might have a single author or multiple authors. 

 

14. Limited scope commentaries present a one-volume treatment of the whole Bible or of the entire Old 

Testament or New Testament.  
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15. These one-volume commentaries may serve as good, brief introductions, but cannot give extended treatment 

on any passage. 

 

16. Single author commentaries are weak (but not useless) because one person cannot generally be an expert on 

the entire Bible.  

 

17. Generally speaking, the larger the commentary, the better because it stands to reason that the longer the 

treatment of a passage, the more thorough. These are called in-depth commentaries.  

 

18. Popular commentaries are written for “general” audiences who possess little or no prior knowledge of the 

text.  

 

19. They avoid the technical jargon of biblical studies and offer little discussion of complicated issues.  

 

20. A sub-type of the popular commentary is the devotional commentary. These offer inspirational comments 

based upon isolated sections of the text; their purpose is more to inspire the reader rather than to explain the 

text.  

 

21. In-depth commentaries are designed for readers who want to study the text on more than a surface level, but 

who, nevertheless, do not want to wade through the technical issues of the original language.  

 

22. They rarely refer to scholarly literature, but will likely refer to other parts of the Bible, to historical-cultural 

context material, to comparative literature, and/or offer a limited (but somewhat technical) explanation of 

Biblical languages.  

 

23. Serious commentaries assume the reader has some prior knowledge of the Bible’s contents, but assume no 

knowledge of the original languages.  

 

24. No commentary can cover every aspect of what the Bible has to offer. Some will focus on interpretation, 

while others focus on original languages. Devotional commentaries, for example, will tend to focus on 

application to daily life, rather than how a particular Greek word’s tense or mood changes the exegesis of 

the passage.  

 

25. Knowing who wrote the comments makes it easier to consult or toss a particular commentary. A 

conservative-evangelical commentary will be written by an author who believes the Bible is fully inspired 

by God and is the very word of God given in the words of men in history.  

 

26. Conservative evangelicals maintain the basic reliability and trustworthiness of Scripture in areas of history 

and science as well as in doctrine. 

 

27. BUT…even if the commentator(s  is conservative, it doesn’t mean the interpretation is correct. It’s our job 

to interpret the Scriptures!  

 

Here is a list of some of the commentaries I routinely consult. Keep in mind that none of these are perfect, and I 

only recommend them with the understanding that it is every Christian’s responsibility to be discerning.  

 

1. Adam Clarke’s Commentary - 6 Volumes 

2. Believer’s Bible Commentary  

3. Barnes’ Notes On The Ot & Nt - 14 Volumes 

4. Barnhouse’s Romans - 4 Volumes 

5. Bible Knowledge Commentary, Ot & Nt - 2 Volumes 
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6. The Bible Exposition Commentary: New Testament 

7. The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament 

8. The Biblical Illustrator: New Testament 

9. The Biblical Illustrator: Old Testament 

10. Calvin’s Commentaries - 22 Volumes 

11. Geneva Notes, Commentary On The Geneva Bible By Calvin, Knox, & More! 

12. Ivp Bible Background Commentary - New Testament 

13. Ivp Bible Background Commentary - Old Testament 

14. Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Commentary - 6 Volumes 

15. Jewish New Testament Commentary 

16. Keil & Delitzsch Ot Commentary - 10 Volumes 

17. The Macarthur New Testament Commentary 

18. Matthew Henry’s Commentary Unabridged - 6 Volumes 

19. The Pulpit Commentary - 22 Volumes 

20. Ryrie Study Notes 

21. The Teacher’s Commentary 

22. A Textual Commentary On The Greek New Testament 

23. Treasury Of David - 3 Volumes 

24. Wiersbe’s Bible Exposition Commentary, OT & NT - 4 Volumes 

25. Wiersbe’s Bible Exposition Outlines, OT & NT - 2 Volumes 

26. Willmington’s Bible Handbook 

27. Scofield Reference Notes 

28. Robertson’s Word Pictures In The New Testament 

29. Ubs Handbook Series-New Testament Volumes 

30. Ubs Handbook Series-Old Testament Volumes 

31. Vincent’s Word Studies In The New Testament 

32. Wuest’s Word Studies-From The Greek New Testament 

 

 So, which is the best? 

 

 Here’s what I think: 

 

 Believer’s Bible Commentary is a good, one volume, not too deep, but not too shallow commentary.   

 

 The Macarthur New Testament Commentary is a good, one volume (NT) very detailed, borders on 

technical, overall commentary. 

 

 He spends a lot of time on the grammatical-historical interpretations, but doesn’t ignore the Greek, either.  

 

 Wuest’s Word Studies-From The Greek New Testament highly technical, very detailed, and offers very 

deep commentary on many passages, but not the entire Bible.  

 

 My best advice for using commentaries would be to learn the doctrines first, and then consult a commentary 

for a deeper study of the doctrines.  
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bible 

encyclopedias 

& 

dictionaries 
 

1. Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias are exactly what they sound like: parallel texts to language 

dictionaries and general encyclopedias.   

 

2. Bible encyclopedias contain articles and definitions to thousands of words and terms used in Scripture.  

 

3. Entries include full historical references such as date, religious environment, family life, customs, language 

and literature, and more.  

 

4. Entries are arranged alphabetically, and in most bible dictionaries key persons, places, practices, objects, 

themes, and biblical books are covered.  

 

5. Bible dictionaries are concise reference tools that, at a minimum, provide a short definition of word 

translated into English. But they can also give more detailed definitions of the original Hebrew or Greek 

words.  

6. Some add scripture references, pronunciation guides, parts of speech, word derivations, synonyms, and brief 

contexts.  

 

7. There are also dictionaries for Bible names, subjects, places, backgrounds, and themes. 

 

8. While a few are written specifically for scholars, the most popular ones are easily understood by those with 

no formal theological training. 

 

9. If you were reading Exodus 24: 1-19, for example, you might look up “Moses”, “covenant,” “Sinai,” or 

“Exodus, Book of.”    

 

10. If you were reading Galatians 4:21 - 5:1, you might look up “Abraham,” “Hagar,” “covenant,” “Galatia,” or 

“Galatians, Letter to the”.      

 

11. A good bible dictionary or encyclopedia will usually have signed articles with a short bibliography either at 

the beginning or the end of each article.  

 

12. Some dictionaries are contained in one volume, while others are multi-volume works. The author of each 

entry is usually listed at the end or beginning of the entry. Sometimes initials are given.  

 

13. You can usually look up the full name of the author along with his/her academic or religious affiliation in a 

Table of Contributors.  This usually is found at the beginning or the end of the volume.   
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14. One way to find out which works scholars consider important and are worth consulting for your own 

research is to compare the bibliographies from similar entries in different bible dictionaries.  

 

15. If an article or book appears in more than one list, it is likely to be an important resource.  

 

16. Be careful, however, as some bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, and commentaries are associated with a 

particular religious tradition and may reflect the history of interpretation or the concerns of that tradition.  

 

17. Others are produced solely for academic purposes and are non-denominational.    

 

18. Although there may be differences associated with religious commitments, you should find a great deal of 

overlap in scholarly works. Reading several dictionaries and commentaries will give you an idea of where 

there is consensus in interpretation and where differences emerge. 

 

19. In comparing both entries and bibliographies you should keep in mind the publication dates. A work from 

1992, for example, will include references and scholarly developments through about 1991.  

 

20. In addition to entries related to the Bible itself, there are also some dictionaries that include entries on the 

methods and history of biblical interpretation.   

 

21. Some well-established dictionaries include Strong’s Bible Dictionary, Smith’s Bible Dictionary, The 

Complete Word Study Dictionary, Vine’s Expository Dictionary, and Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon. 

 

22. Many dictionaries are free online from a direct site (ex: Easton’s Bible Dictionary  or embedded in broader 

Bible study sites (such as Bible Gateway, Blue Letter Bible, or Bible Study Tools). 

 

Here’s a list of the many, and varied, dictionaries and encyclopedias 
 Dictionary of Christianity in America 

 Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms 

 Easton’s Bible Dictionary 

 Fausset’s Bible Dictionary 

 Hitchcock’s Bible Names 

 International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE) - 5 

volumes, Orr, ed. 

 McClintock and Strong’s Encyclopedia -12 volumes 

 Nelson’s Bible Dictionary 

 New International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 4 volumes, 

Bromiley ed. 

 Smith’s Bible Dictionary 

 Willmington’s Bible Handbook 

 A Beginner’s Guide to New Testament Exegesis 

 Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic Word Databases 

 Robertson’s Word Pictures in the NT - 6 volumes 

 Student’s Guide to Textual Criticism of the Bible 

 UBS New Testament Handbook Series - 20 volumes 

 UBS Old Testament Handbook Series - 21 volumes 

 Vincent’s Word Studies in the NT - 4 volumes 

 Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (OT & NT) 

 A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, Bruce 

Metzger 

 Audio Pronunciation of Erasmian and Modern Greek Lexical 

forms 

 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS) - Hebrew Old 

Testament 

 Brown, Driver & Briggs’ Hebrew definitions (abridged) 

 Brown, Driver & Briggs’ Hebrew-English Lexicon 

(Unabridged) 

 Englishman’s Greek Concordance 

 Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance 

 Exegetical Dictionary of New Testament, Balz & Schneider 

eds., 3 volumes 

 Exhaustive Strong’s Greek Dictionary with Concordance 

 Exhaustive Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary with Concordance 

 Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar, Kautzsch-Cowley eds. 

 GRAMcordT NT Morphological Database & Wheeler’s 

Greek Syntax Notes 

 Greek-English Lexicon of the Septuagint (LXX), Lust-

Eynikel-Hauspie 

 Groves-Wheeler Westminster 4.0 Hebrew Morphology + 

Syntax Notes 

 Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament - 10 

volumes 

 KJV + Transliteration + Strong’s Greek & Hebrew 

Definitions 

 Kraft/Taylor/Wheeler Septuagint (LXX) Morphology 

Database 

 Learning the Basics of NT Greek, plus Workbook, 

Hadjiantoniou 

 Little Kittel (TDNT) - 1 volume 

 Nestle-Aland 27th Edition (NA27) - Greek New Testament 

 Pocket Dictionary for the Study of Biblical Hebrew 

 Pocket Dictionary for the Study of NT Greek 

 Robinson-Pierpont-Byzantine Text, accented with 

Morphology 
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 Scrivener (1894), accented with Morphology and Strong’s 

 Septuaginta (LXX), A. Ralphs, ed. 

 Stephanus (1550) with Morphology and Strong’s 

 Thayer’s Greek definitions (abridged) 

 Thayer’s New Greek-English Lexicon (Unabridged) 

 Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Harris-Archer-

Waltke 

 Tischendorf, 8th Ed., accented with Morphology 

 UBS Louw & Nida Greek-English Lexicon of the NT 

 Wescott & Hort (1881) with Morphology and Strong’s 

 Westminster Leningrad Codex (OT Hebrew) 

 Dictionary of Bible Themes Bundle -- M.H. Manser 

 Dictionary of Hermeneutics 

 Dictionary of Latin & Greek Theological Terms 

 Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible 

 Evangelical Dictionary of World Missions 

 Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament (3 vol.) 

 FIRE Bible Global Study Edition  

 Kregel Dictionary of the Bible and Theology  

 New Testament Background Commentary 

 New Unger’s Bible Dictionary  

 Smith’s Bible Dictionary  

 The Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology  

 The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology  

 The New Testament Dictionary Collection (4 volumes)  

 The New Unger’s Bible Handbook  

 The Theological Journal Collection – Volume 1  

 Theological Dictionary of the New Testament TDNT (1-

Volume)  

 Theological Dictionary of the New Testament TDNT (10-

Volume)  

 User-Friendly Greek: A Common Sense Approach to the 

Greek New Testament  

 Key Word Commentary  

 Learning the Basics of New Testament Greek  

 The Complete Word Study Series (4 vol.)  

 The Complete Word Study Series  

 The Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (BDAG), 

3rd ed.  

 Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament  

 Bible Encyclopedias  

 Dictionary of Bible Themes Bundle -- M.H. Manser  

 Encyclopedia of World Religions, Cults and the Occult 

 McClintock & Strong’s Cyclopedia 

 The Encyclopedia of Christianity - 5 Volumes 

 The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia - Revised 

Edition - 4 Volumes

 

 Longer is not necessarily better. Sometimes all we want is a basic working definition, while other times we 

need a more detailed explanation. The two examples given below follow the short and long tradition 

respectively: 

 

28. Easton’s Bible Dictionary – MESSIAH 

 

(Heb. mashiah), in all the thirty-nine instances of its occurring in the Old Testament, is rendered by the 

LXX. “Christos.” It means anointed.  

 

The first great promise (Genesis 3:15) contains in it the germ of all the prophecies recorded in the Old 

Testament regarding the coming of the Messiah and the great work he was to accomplish on earth.  

 

29. Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology 

  
Messiah.  The term “messiah” is the translation of the Hebrew term  maashiyach , which is derived from the verb  maashiyach , meaning to smear or anoint. When objects 

such as wafers and shields were smeared with grease or oil they were said to be anointed; hence the commonly used term was “anoint” when grease or oil was applied 

to objects by Israelites and non-Israelites. The term “messiah” is not used to refer to “anointed” objects that were designated and consecrated for specific cultic purposes 

but to persons only. Persons who were anointed had been elected, designated, appointed, given authority, qualified, and equipped for specific offices and tasks related to 
these. 

When the concept of messiah is considered from a specifically biblical-theological perspective, various questions come to the fore. The first concerns the 

origin of the concept. Various critically inclined scholars have searched Near Eastern documents for possible references or incipient thoughts that biblical writers 
borrowed and developed. A careful study of Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Hittite, and Canaanite texts reveals various factors that could be related indirectly to the biblical 

concept. The Egyptian texts, for example, speak of a divine king who would bring deliverance and prosperity but this god-king and his work were totally different from 

the biblical concept of the messiah. The Mesopotamian, Hittite, and Canaanite texts also exhibit a common literary and historical background with the Scriptures, but 
the views concerning kingship and priesthood, the interrelationships between these, and their relationship to gods are radically different from the biblical explanations. 

Thus, while some formal similarities are present the messianic concept presented in the Bible is radically different. There is no possibility of considering the Near 

Eastern views to be the sources from which the biblical concept is lineally developed. 
The biblical idea of the messiah and his work is divinely revealed. It did not originate in human thought. While the act of anointing was not foreign to non-

Israelites, the intent and consequences of the act are not found in nonbiblical documents. God made his intent and the consequences of the anointing act progressively 

known in the course of his self-revelation to humanity. 
A second question concerns the specific objects that were anointed and therefore had messianic significance. Not all anointing acts had direct messianic 

significance. For example, anointing a shield (smearing it with oil) (2 Samuel 1:21; Isaiah 21:5), while preparing and qualifying it for effective service, did not have 

messianic intentions; nor did men and women who anointed themselves for cleansing, beautifying, or preparing for participation in worship have messianic 
significance. Nor did the smearing or pouring of oil on wafers and cultic objects indicate a specific messianic purpose. What must be kept in mind, however, is that this 

anointing of shields, cultic objects, and men and women did convey ideas, such as qualification, beautification, and consecration, which are inherent in the anointing 

acts and purposes that do have messianic significance. A further qualification to be kept in mind is that not all objects that had a messianic significance, for example, 
types of Jesus Christ the Messiah, his person and work, were anointed. Classic examples of this are the tabernacle, temple, and sacrifices. 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     60 | Page 

A third question concerns the messianic concept as it is expressed most adequately and fully in an anointed person. The anointed person was chosen, 

designated, qualified, and consecrated to a position with correlated tasks. Some scholars have insisted that only an actual reigning king could be considered as the 
messiah. This view, however, is not consistent with the biblical revelation concerning the messiah. True, the messiah was to be considered as a royal person. This 

personal aspect has been referred to as the narrower view of the messianic idea. But the personal is not to be limited to royalty because the biblical messianic idea 

includes the priestly and the prophetic offices also. 
The messianic concept also has a wider dimension than the royal, priestly, and/or prophetic person. Included in this wider view are the characteristics, tasks, 

goals, means, and consequences of the messianic person. Thus, a passage in Scripture should be considered to be referring to the messiah when reference is made, for 

example, to the character, task, and influences of the messiah even though there is no direct mention of the personal messiah himself. 
The fourth question concerns the actual position and task of the messiah. The Near Eastern texts presented a divine-royal personage who would fight, kill, 

and plunder; this was especially true of the gods represented by the divine kings to gain advantage and thus set up their political organization, be it thought of in terms 

of a kingdom or empire. The biblical messiah, who was symbolized and typified, as explained below, was a divine-human being, ordained by God the Father to be the 
mediator of the covenant and as such to be the administrator of the kingdom of God. 

What is the biblical portrait of the messiah? 

Adam and Eve, created in God’s image, were placed in a living, loving, lasting relationship, a covenant bond, with the Creator God. These human beings 
were given authority, ability, and responsibility to mirror, represent, and serve the sovereign Creator and King of the entire created cosmos. Adam and Eve were to 

believe, obey, and serve God in the living, loving, covenantal relationship. The account of Adam and Eve’s deviation, under Satan’s influence, from the will, purposes, 

and goals of God is well known. 
God immediately intervened. He cursed the serpent/Satan and all his followers. He promised that the covenantal relationship would be restored through the 

victory that the seed of the woman would have over Satan. Yet, God did not remove or permit Adam and Eve to abdicate their creational covenantal position and 

responsibilities. Rather, God assured Adam and Eve that redemption and restoration would become realities in the lives and history of their seed (Genesis 3:14-20). The 

seed of the woman would restore, continue, and bring to full fruition God’s kingdom plans and goals. 

Satanic efforts to render the redemptive/restorative covenant ineffective are recorded throughout the Scriptures. The murder of Abel (Genesis 4:8) and the 

violence that saturated society before and during the first part of Noah’s life, bear testimony to Satan’s efforts (Genesis 4-5; 6:1-8). But God kept covenant with 
righteous, blameless, obedient, believing, and serving Noah. Noah stands as a prefigurement of the promised Messiah who, in the midst of judgment, would effect a 

complete and final redemption. Noah, late in life, prophesied that Shem would be the messianic seedline bearer (Genesis 9:25-27). 

Abraham, descendant of Shem, was called and appointed to be the covenant agent. He was to leave country, clan, and family to become the channel of 
messianic blessings to all nations (Genesis 12:1-3). God covenanted in a special manner with Abraham, assuring him that via his seed God would carry out his 

redemptive/restorative work. That Abraham and his seed would be able to do this was confirmed by God’s assuring covenantal affirmation: “I am God Almighty ... I 
will make you very fruitful ... be your God ... and of your descendants” (Genesis 17:1-7). Two important messianic factors stand out: (1) the covenant Lord would 

continue the seedline; and (2) Abraham was called to believe, obey, and serve as the father of all believers who would receive the benefits of the Messiah. 

The messianic seedline continued through Isaac and Jacob; Jacob prophesied that that line would continue through Judah (Genesis 49:8-12); the line 
continued through Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 4:16-22); and David was told that his son’s throne would be established forever (2 Samuel 7:11b-16). The royal descendants of 

David were not all believing, obeying, serving covenant messianic forbears of Jesus the Messiah/Christ. God, however, maintained the seedline from Abraham, through 

David, through Zerubbabel, through Mary and Joseph. This seedline referred especially to the royal dimension of the messianic office and task. Other dimensions were 
also included to reveal the inclusive position, tasks, and influence of the Messiah. The royal aspect was central, pervasive, and supportive of all the other dimensions. 

This dominating royal aspect led many in Old Testament, intertestamentary, and New Testament times to think of the Messiah strictly in terms of his kingship and his 

setting up and ruling an earthly political entity in which Hebrew/Jewish people would be the kingdom people. 

Whereas the narrower view of the messianic idea is central, the wider dimension was clearly present at all times also. Adam and Eve had a wider task to 

perform than strictly royal. Noah, an ancestor of the Messiah personally, while not a royal person, performed a redemptive messianic function. The redemptive task 

pertained not only to the saving of eight people but also included the animal world. 
The wider dimension of the messianic concept is evident in Abraham’s life of faith, intercession on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18), and 

offering of the ram substituted for his son Isaac (Genesis 22). Abraham’s grandson Joseph, serving as a type of the Messiah, performed in a royal capacity but before he 

was lifted to that capacity he suffered humiliation. Once in a royal position, he became the savior of the seedline by functioning in the creational covenantal setting, 
collecting, preserving, and distributing food during years of famine. 

Moses, another type of the Messiah, functioned in a royal capacity as lawgiver but he also served as a prophet. He was the greatest of the Old Testament 

prophets and the model of all faithful prophets who spoke God’s word. In addition, through Moses, God ordained the priesthood, ordered the building of the tabernacle, 
and prescribed the sacrifices. These were symbols and types of the messianic task, giving expression to the priestly mediatorial office, the God with you (Immanuel) 

principle, and the substitutionary death on behalf of sinners. Another messianic representation in the days of the patriarchs and Moses was the angel of the Lord, who 

appeared in theophanic form as the preincarnate Christ. The angel of the Lord phenomenon particularly gave emphasis to the divine character of the Messiah. Still more 
expressions of the messianic task were given in the time of Moses; consider the pillar of fire (Christ is the light), manna (Christ is the living bread), the water from the 

rock (Christ is living water and the rock), and the lifted-up bronze serpent (Christ is the lifted-up One who gives life). 

The psalmists and prophets gave further explication of the Penteteuchal presentations of the Messiah. The Psalm gave expression to the royal character of the 
Messiah. The suffering, priestly dimension is spoken of as well. This dimension includes references to death and resurrection. According to the psalmists, it is the royal 

One (the narrower view) who also carries out the priestly and prophetic tasks, that is, bringing in salvation and giving instruction in the truth. 

The prophets especially brought together the wider and narrower views concerning the Messiah. Consider Isaiah’s proclamation of the birth by a virgin 
(7:14), the wise, all-knowing ruling son of David (9:1-6), the fruitful branch who would bring redemption, restoration, and blessings in life (chap. 11). It was Isaiah who 

proclaimed that the Messiah was to be the light to the Gentiles (49:6), the suffering, exalted One (52:13-53:12). The Messiah was to be the great comforting preacher of 

freedom, the healer and bringer of joy (61:1-3). Micah prophesied that the Messiah was to come through the royal Davidic seedline to shepherd his people and bring 
them security (5:1-4). Amos likewise proclaimed that the Messiah of Davidic lineage would fulfill Yahweh’s covenant promises to the nations (9:11-15). Jeremiah 

prophesied of the Messiah, the one of Davidic lineage who was to be the king of righteousness (23:5-6). Ezekiel called the exiles’ attention to the Son of Man, the 

covenant mediator who would restore and shepherd his people (chaps. 34; 36). Postexilic prophets spoke of the Messiah as the royal, redeeming, restoring One to come 
(Haggai 2:20-22; Zechariah 4:1; 6:9-15; 9:9-10), Malachi spoke of the Messiah as a cleansing agent who, as messenger of the covenant, would bring healing in his 

wings (3:1-4; 4:1-3). 

The New Testament writers, evangelists, and apostles give no reason to doubt that Jesus is the Messiah, or in New Testament language, the Christ. He came, 
born of Abrahamic and Davidic lineage (Matthew 1:2-16; Luke 2:4-15). John the Baptist identified Jesus as the Messiah by referring to the wider dimension: “Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). Jesus was the One who would bring judgment as well as life by the Spirit of God (Matthew 3:1-12). 

The evangelists record that Jesus was anointed by the Spirit when he was baptized. Jesus proclaimed himself as the Messiah in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-22) and at Jacob’s 
well to the Samaritan woman (John 4:24-25). 

Gerard Van Groningen  

See also Jesus Christ, Name and Titles of. 
Bibliography.  C. A. Briggs, The Messiah of the Gospels; N. L. Geisler, To Understand the Bible-Look for Jesus; E. Hengstenberg, Christology of the Old Testament 

and a Commentary on the Messianic Predictions; J. Jocz, The Jewish People and Jesus Christ; H. Lockyer, All the Messianic Prophecies of the Bible; W. Manson, 

Jesus the Messiah; S. Mowinckel, He That Cometh; E. Riehm, Messianic Prophecy: Its Origin, Historical Growth, and Relation to New Testament Fulfillment; G. A. 
Riggan, Messianic Theology and Christian Faith; O. P. Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants; G. Stibitz, Messianic Prophecy; G. Van Groningen, Messianic 

Revelation in the Old Testament; M. Wyngaarden, The Future of the Kingdom in Prophecy and Fulfillment. 
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bible lexicons 
 

 

1. In linguistics, the lexicon of a language is its vocabulary, including its words and expressions.  

 

2. A lexicon is also a synonym of the word thesaurus.  

 

3. Bible lexicons provide definitions and meaning of Biblical words found in the original New Testament 

Greek and Old Testament Hebrew languages of the Bible. 

 

4. Lexicons help in understanding the origins and root meaning of the ancient language.  

 

5. Additionally, lexicons give the context and cultural meaning intended by the authors.  

 

6. Using the King James Version or New American Standard lexicon with Strong’s Concordance numbers 

provides a detailed understanding of the Hebrew and Greek language used in the Bible. 

 

7. For example, the first word in the New Testament is BOOK. If we look up the word in The Complete Word 

Study Dictionary: New Testament © 1992 by AMG International, Inc. Revised Edition, 1993, we find: 

 

 976. bi/blo$ bíblos; gen.  bíblou , fem. noun.  

 

 Paper made from Egyptian papyrus.  

 

 In the NT, a roll, volume, scroll, i.e., a book (Mark 12:26, “in the book of Moses” meaning the Law; 

Luke 3:4; 20:42; Acts 1:20; 7:42; 19:19; Sept.: Joshua 1:8; 1 Samuel 10:25; Ezra 6:18).  

 

 Spoken of a genealogical table or catalog (Matthew 1:1; Sept.: Genesis 5:1).  

 

 The phrase, “the book of life   bíblos t¢¡s zœ¢¡s  {2222}, life]” is equal in the Sept. to the book of the living 

ones (Psalm 69:28 [cf. Exodus 32:32,33]), where God is shown as having the names of the righteous 

who are to inherit eternal life inscribed in a book.  

 

 See also Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 20:15.  

 

 This is the same phrase as  tó biblíon  (97  , a diminutive of  bíblos  (Revelation 17:8; 20:12; 21:27; Sept.: 

Daniel 12:1).  

 

 Different from this is the book in which God has from eternity inscribed the destinies of men (Psalm 

139:16 [cf. Job 14:5]).  

 

 The pl. and the diminutive  biblía  are twice mentioned in Revelation 20:12 referring to the books of 

judgment in which the actions of men are recorded (see Daniel 7:10). 

 

 

 

 

9 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     62 | Page 

If we look up the same word in Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, (this one happens to be from PC Study Bible 

formatted Electronic Database. Copyright © 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc.) we find: 

 

 NT:976 bi/blo$,  bi/blou ,  h(  (or rather  h(   bu/blo$  (but the form  bi/blo$  is more common when it denotes a 

writing), the plant called papyrus, Theophrastus, hist. plant. 4, 8, 2f; (Pliny, h. n. 13, 11f (21f));  

 

 from its bark (rather, the cellular substance of its stem (for it was an endogenous plant)) paper was made 

(see Tristram, Nat. Hist. etc., p. 433f; especially Dureau de la Malle in the Memoires de l'Acad. d. 

Inscriptions etc. tom. 19 part 1 (1851), pp. 140-183, and (in correction of current misapprehensions) Prof. E. 

Abbot in the Library Journal for Nov. 1878, p. 323f, where other references are also given)), a written book, 

a roll or scroll: Matthew 1:1; Luke 3:4; Mark 12:26; Acts 1:20;  th=$   zwh=$ , Philippians  : ; Revelation  : , 

etc.; see  bibli/on . (From Aeschylus down.) 

 

8. Bible Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, and Lexicons are all useful tools, and most are free online.  

 

 http://www.biblestudytools.com/ 

 http://www.blueletterbible.org/  

 http://biblehub.com/lexicon/ 

 http://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.blueletterbible.org/
http://biblehub.com/lexicon/
http://www.biblegateway.com/
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bible study 
 

 

How To Start 
  

 

step 1  observation 
1. First THREE absolute musts to interpreting the Bible: 

 

1. Read the book you’re studying several times before you begin to exegete. 

 

2. Then read it again. 

 

3. Then read it again. 

 

2. Look for the Big Picture before attempting to exegete the details. Often having a good handle on the overall 

meaning or emphasis of a book helps make the details pop out.  

 

3. For example, if you read Galatians several times, you can’t help but notice that Paul is addressing the 

fundamental difference between Law and Grace. That’s the Big Picture.  

 

4. Now that you know that, you should start to pick out, for example, how many times he uses the word Law. 

(32 times in 25 verses: from 2:16 to 6:13. Keep in mind there are only six chapters in Galatians.) 

 

5. The goal of the observation step is to observe the passage correctly and to determine the answer to the 

question, “What does the text say?” 

 

6. As you’re trying to determine WHAT is being said, it’s important to also look at HOW it’s said.  

 

7. A sound Bible student will look for grammatical structures, repetitions, emphases, connecting words, and a 

host of other building blocks that the author uses to build his message. 

 

 

Step 1 Observe What does the passage say? 

 

Step 2 Interpret What does the passage mean? 

 

Step 3 Apply What am I going to do about what the passage says and means? 
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building blocks 
what you should be paying attention to 

 
 Actions / Roles of God 

Identify actions or roles that the text ascribes to God. 

o Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  

 

o God is the one who gives rest. 

 

 Actions / Roles of People 
Identify actions or roles that the text ascribes to people or encourages people to do or be. 

o Philippians 4:4-6  

 

1. Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!  

 

2. Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.  

 

3. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God;  

 

 Atmosphere/MOOD 

The author had a particular reason or burden for writing each passage, chapter, and book. Be sure you notice 

the mood or tone or urgency of the writing. 

 

o Galatians 1:6-7 “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of 

Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to 

pervert the gospel of Christ.”  

 

 Chiasm 
o Does the passage have any chiastic arrangements in which the outer units correspond to one another and 

the interior units correspond to one another (e.g., a-b-c-d-c’-b’-a’  so that a symmetrical pattern appears? 

 

o Chiasm is a writing style that uses a unique repetition pattern for clarification and emphasis. 

 

Matthew 6:24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  No one can serve two masters. 

  B  Either he will hate the one and 

    C  love the other, or 

    C′  he will be devoted to the one and 

  B′  despise the other. 

A′  You cannot serve both God and Money 
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building blocks 

Matthew 11:28-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Comparisons 
Look for ideas, individuals, and/or items that are compared with each other. Look for things and ideas that 

are similar in the text.  

 

o For example, “You have heard that it was said…but I say to you…” (Matthew 5:21). 

 

o Jesus compares the Law to His own teaching. 

 

 Conditional Clauses 
Does a statement present the condition that, when fulfilled, will result in some action or consequence? Such 

statements often use an “if…then” framework (although in English the “then” might be left out.) 

 

o Zechariah 1:3 Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Return to Me,” says the Lord of 

hosts, “and I will return to you,” says the Lord of hosts.  

 

o 1 Corinthians 15:13-14 “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen.  

 

o And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.”  

 

 Conjunctions 
Notice terms that join units like “and,” “but,” or “for.” Note what they are connecting. 

 

o There are four conjunctions in John 3:16 – “for,” “that,” “that,” and “but.” 

 

o John 3:16 “(because) For God so loved the world (so)that He gave His only begotten Son, (so)that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but (will) have everlasting life.  

 

 Connections To Other Paragraphs And Episodes 
How does the passage connect to the one that precedes it and to the one that follows it? 

 

o When you see the word “Therefore” ask what’s it there for? 

 

o Romans 2:1, for example, connects directly to chapter 1 using the connecting term therefore.  

 

 

A  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 

  B  and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you 

    X  and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

  B′  and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy 

A′  and My burden is light. 
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building blocks 

 

 Contrasts 
Look for ideas, individuals, and/or items that are contrasted with each other. Look for things that are 

different in the text. 

 

o For example, 2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 

fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 

 

 Dialogue 
Does the text include dialogue? Identify who is speaking, to whom he or she is speaking, and about what. 

 

o Psalm 110:1 “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 

footstool.’”  

 

1. David writes: 

2. The Lord (Yehovah) 

3. Said to my Lord (‘adown) 

 

o This is powerful because it demonstrates the First Person of the Trinity speaking to the Second Person of 

the Trinity: God the Father speaking to God the Son. 

 

 Emotional Terms 
Does the passage use terms that have emotional energy, like kinship words (father, son) or words like 

“pleading”? 

 

o Jude 3 “I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was 

once for all delivered to the saints.”  

 

o EXHORT: to ask for something earnestly and with propriety - ‘to ask for (earnestly), to request, to plead 

for, to appeal to, earnest request, appeal. 

 

o CONTEND: to strive, contend earnestly, fight for, exert intense effort on behalf of something - ‘to 

struggle for.’  

 

 Emphasis 
The amount of space or the number of chapters or verses devoted to a specific topic will reveal the 

importance of that topic (for example, Israel, not the Church is the emphasis of Romans 9-11). 

 

 Figures of Speech 
Identify expressions that convey an image, using words in a sense other than their normal literal sense.  

 

o Simile: A figure of speech that compares things using “like” or “as.” Matthew 10:16 “Behold, I send 

you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”  

 

o Metaphor: A figure of speech that declares a thing IS another thing (no like or as): John 6:35 And Jesus 

said to them, “I am the bread of life.”  
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building blocks 

 

 General To Specific And Specific To General 
Find the general statements that are followed by specific examples or applications of the general principle. 

Also find specific statements that are summarized by a general principle. 

 

o General to Specific: John 3:16-21 

 

o GENERAL: v. 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”  

 

o SPECIFIC: v. 18-19 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this 

is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 

because their deeds were evil.”  

 

o MORE SPECIFIC: v. 20-21 “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may 

be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”  

 

 Interchange 
Does the passage shift back and forth between two scenes or between two or more characters? 

 

o Question: When and How would the Messianic Kingdom come into being? 

 

o Matthew 24-25 

 

o Mark 13 

 

o Luke 21:5-36 

 

o The answer to this question is not found all together in one place. The three accounts given in the 

synoptic Gospels each contain parts of the answer.  

 

 Lists 
Anytime the text mentions two or more items linked by connecting words, we may correctly identify them 

as a list. 

 

o 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 

not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor 

thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.”  
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building blocks 

 

 Literary Form 
The Bible is literature, and the three main types of literature in the Bible (in general) are discourse (the 

epistles), prose (Old Testament history), and poetry (the Psalm).  

 

The type of literature makes a great deal of difference when you read and interpret the Scriptures. 

o Since poetry uses figurative language rather than the accurate descriptions of the message, caution 

should be taken to understand the literal nature behind the metaphor.  With proper understanding, poetry 

is just as comprehensible as prose. 

 

 Means 
Does the sentence indicate that something was done by means of someone/something (answers “how?”)?  

 

Usually you can insert the phrase “by means of” into the sentence. 

 

o Colossians 1:19-22 “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to 

reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace 

through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now He has reconciled  in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and 

blameless, and above reproach in His sight —   

 

 Pronouns 
Identify the antecedent for each pronoun. To what noun does the pronoun refer back? 

 

o John 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”  

 

o Who did the making? John 1:1-2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.”  

 

 Purpose/Result Statements 
These are a more specific type of “means,” often telling why. Purpose and result are similar and sometimes 

indistinguishable. In a purpose statement, you usually can insert the phrase “in order that.” In a result clause, 

you usually can insert the phrase “so that.” 

 

o Acts 19:9-10 “reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. And this continued for two years, so that all 

who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.”  

 

o Romans 1:20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 

excuse.”  

 

 Questions and Answers 
Is the text built on a question-and-answer format? What are the questions? What are the answers? 

 

o Matthew 13:36 – the Disciples ask Jesus to explain His parable of the wheat and the tares.  
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building blocks 

 

 Relationships Between Ideas 
Pay close attention to certain relationships that appear in the text: 

 

o Cause-and-effect: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will 

make you ruler over many things” (Matthew 25:21). 

 

o Ifs and thens: “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 

face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their 

land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

 

o Questions and answers: “Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty” (Psalm 24:8). 

 

 Repetition of Words 
Look for words and phrases that repeat. This is another way an author demonstrates that something is 

important. One reading of 1 Corinthians 13, where the author uses the word “love” nine times in only 13 

verses, communicates to us that love is the focal point of these 13 verses. 

 

 Shifts In The Story / Pivots 
 

o Is the passage used as a key to understanding a dramatic shift in a story in the text? 

 

o A major pivot in human history occurs when God creates the Jews. 

 

o This major biblical pivotal point happened when God called out Abram.  Genesis 12:1-3.  

 

o God made a covenant with Abram that has never been rescinded.  That covenant is still valid today. 

 

o From this covenant came the Law, the Lord Jesus, and eventually a blessing for all nations of the earth.    

 

 

 Terms, Not Words 
Words can have many meanings, but terms are words used in a specific way in a specific context. (For 

instance, the word trunk could apply to a tree, a car, or a storage box. However, when you read, “That tree 

has a very large trunk,” you know exactly what the word means, which makes it a term.) 

 

o The words “that day” can mean little, but in Eschatology…it means the Great and Terrible Day of the 

Lord. 

 

o The short version is that Christ will return, set up His Kingdom, judge the nations, restore Israel, and on 

it goes:  

 

o Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-10 for more context. 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     70 | Page 

building blocks 

 

 Tone Of The Passage 
o What is the overall tone of the passage: happy, sad, encouraging, and so on? 

 

o Acts 16:25 “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them.”  

 

 Verbs 
o Note whether a verb is past tense, present tense, or future tense. Is it active voice or passive voice? Is it 

found in a command, a statement, or a description of a possibility? 

 

o Most of the time this will require the use of Greek language tools to figure out.  

 

A SHORT, LESS DETAILED LIST OF BUILDING BLOCKS MIGHT INCLUDE: 

 Ask the six vital observation questions: What? 

Who? Where? When? Why? How? 

 Look for key words. 

 Look for repeated words and phrases. 

 Look for questions being asked. 

 Look for answers being given. 

 Look for commands. 

 Look for warnings. 

 Look for comparisons - things that are alike. 

 Look for contrasts - things that are different. 

 Look for conjunctions. 

 Look for illustrations. 

 Look for figures of speech. 

 Look for causes and effects and reasons for 

doing things. 

 Look for promises and their conditions for 

fulfillment. 

 Look for progression from the general to the 

specific. 

 Look for progression from the specific to the 

general. 

 Look for steps of progression in a narrative or 

biography. 

 Look for lists of things. 

 Look for results. 

 Look for advice 

 Look for admonitions 

 Look for attitudes. 

 Look for the tone of the passage - emotional 

atmosphere. 

 Look for connectives, articles, and prepositions. 

 Look for explanations. 

 Look for Old Testament quotes in the New 

Testament. 

 Look for the literary form. 

 Look for paradoxes. 

 Look for emphasis through the use of space - 

proportion. 

 Look for planned exaggerations or hyperboles. 

 Look at the grammatical construction of each 

sentence. 

 Look for the use of the current events of the 

times. 

 Look for verbs. 

 Look for the force of the verbs. 

 Look for people (including I, me, you, they, he, 

she, her, him, personal names and titles). 

 Look for anything unusual or unexpected. 
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8. Here is a short list of Connecting Words: 

 

Word(s) Function 

 Because (Ephesians 2:4; 1 John 2:8) 

 For (when “because” could be substituted) (Ephesians 1:4; 1 John 4:20) 

 For this purpose (Ephesians 6:22)  

 For this reason (John 18:37) 

 Since (Hebrews 12:28) 

 

Reason or Explanation 

 After (Titus 3:10) 

 Before (Ephesians 1:4) 

 Now (Ephesians 2:2; 1 John 2:18)  

 When (Ephesians 1:20) 

 While (Ephesians 4:26) 

 Until (Ephesians 4:13) 

 

Time or Time 

limitation 

 As a result (Philippians 1:13) 

 Consequently (Ephesians 2:19) 

 So then or Then (Ephesians 4:14; 1 John 3:19)  

 Therefore (Ephesians 2:11; 1 John 4:5) 

 Thus (Ephesians 2:15) 

 

Result 

 For (when “for the purpose of” could be substituted) (Ephesians 4:29; 1 John 

2:2) 

 In order that (Ephesians 1:12)  

 So that or That (Ephesians 1:18; 2:9; 1 John 1:3) 

 

Purpose 

 But (Ephesians 2:4; 1 John 1:7) 

 However (Ephesians 5:33) 

 Much more (Romans 5:15)  

 Nevertheless (Romans 5:14) 

 Otherwise (Romans 11:20) 

 Yet (Romans 4:20; 1 John 4:20) 

 

Contrast 

 Also (Ephesians 1:11; 1 John 4:11) 

 As or Just as (Ephesians 4:32; 1 John 3:3)  

 In the same way (1 Peter 3:7) 

 Like or Likewise (Ephesians 6:6; 2 Corinthians 13:4; 1 John 3:12) 

 

Comparison 

 If (Colossians 1:23; 1 John 4:20)  

 

Condition 

 By (Ephesians 1:1; 1 John 3:24; 1 John 5:6)  

 Through (Ephesians 2:18; 1 John 4:9) 

 

Means (thing does it) or 

Agency (person does it) 

 And (1 John 2:20)  

 Also (1 John 4:21) 

 

Addition or 

Connection 

 Although or Even though (Romans 1:21; Hebrews 7:5) 

 
Concession 
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9. Another good tool you may considered is asking the “Wh” questions: 

 

 Who? What? Where? When? 

 

 Who are the people in this passage?  

 

 What is happening in this passage?  

 

 Where is this story taking place?  

 

 When in time is it taking place (time of day, time of the year, in history generally)?  

 

 What happened before, what will happen afterwards?  

 

 Why is this happening, what happened to lead up to this event?  

 

 Had this been foretold? 

 

 Asking these “Wh” questions can help you notice terms and identify atmosphere.  

 

 The answers will also enable you to use your imagination to recreate the scene you’re reading about. 

 

 As you answer the “Wh” questions and imagine the event, you’ll probably come up with some questions of 

your own. 

 

 Asking those additional questions for understanding will help to build a bridge between observation (the 

first step) and interpretation (the second step) of the Bible study process. 

 

10. Observation is crucial in obtaining a good understanding of any given Bible passage. 

 

11. In order for it to be effective we must learn to avoid the following traps: 

 

 Speed Reading  
 

o Often, either through familiarity, boredom, or lack of time, we tend to rush through a passage.  

 

o We must learn to take our time, extracting from the text every detail. 

 

o Our minds quickly and easily fill in gaps created by speeding through a text.  

 

o If we’re not completely sure of what we’re reading, our minds fill in, leading to errors later on. 

 

o Ever find yourself saying something like, “I’m pretty sure this is what it said,” only to go back and read, 

and find out you were wrong? 
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 Trusting Our Memory 
 

o Too seldom do we actually write down what we are seeing in the Bible’s pages. 

 

o Our memory for detail will be greatly enhanced once we start to take notes during the observation 

process. 

 

o This coincides with what we were talking about when our minds fill in gaps for us.  

 

 Giving Up 

 

o If we don’t gain a deep understanding the first time we study a Bible passage, doesn’t mean we give up. 

 

o Any longtime student of the Bible will say there is always more to learn, even after we’ve studied a 

particular passage.  

 

o Consider that simply because we have not studied the Bible in a classroom environment, or have not 

gone to Bible college, doesn’t mean that our Bible study will be ineffective.  

 

o It is God who rewards the student. 

 

o Even though we gain experience in Bible study, and our minds get better at doing the work of Bible 

study, we will still need to rely on the Holy Spirit.  

 

 Immediate Application 
 

o Many passages of Scripture may seem to be easily understood, especially to those who read the Bible 

frequently, and the desire is to immediately apply what we’ve learned and skip the interpretation step. 

 

o In some cases this may not be out of place, but in general the point of Bible study is to put off 

application until we fully understand what we have been studying. 

 

o The danger of immediate application is that rather than understanding what the author intended the 

passage to mean to all, we tend to apply what the passage means to us personally and immediately. 

 

o Some of the questions we’ve been looking at will lead to the next step of interpretation but that is not the 

goal during the observation step. 

 

o What you are attempting to do here is to get a good understanding of the flow of the passage, its 

surrounding events, its characters, etc. 

 

o You are in short looking for every detail you can find.  

 

o Take your time through this stage as it is foundational to the overall impact of the study. 

 

o Once you’ve observed all you can, then you can move to the next step of interpretation.  
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 step 2

interpretation 
“When the plain sense of the Bible makes common sense, to seek any other sense is nonsense.”     

Alva J. McClain 
 

1. The interpretation step builds upon the observation step by asking and answering the question, “What does 

the text mean?”   

 

a. Romans 9:1-5 – What do you OBSERVE? 

 

b. Who is Paul talking about? 

 

c. What does it mean? 

 

d. Expand your study to include all of chapters 9-11. 

 

e. If these steps are followed using exegesis, it seems clear that Paul is talking about National Israel.  

 

2. Interpretation is not inventing meaning, but discovering the meaning that already exists.  

 

a. Where does is say in Romans 9-11 that The Church replaced Israel?  

 

b. It doesn’t! 

 

3. At this stage, reader looks for the significance of the details they have spotted in the observation step. 

 

a. How many references to Israel in Romans 9-11? Almost too many to count. 

 

4. Interpreters are concerned with definitions, reasons, relationships, logical connections, and progressions 

within the text.  

 

5. They use the author’s words (not ignoring words, or inserting their own words) in order to discover that 

author’s meaning and message. 

 

6. The Bible was written for normal people to understand, not merely the super intelligent or those who 

(according to some cults) claim an additional knowledge not generally given to all (Gnosticism).  

 

7. Don’t look for hidden meanings unless you have good reason to think there is further meaning that is not 

obvious or indicated by the surrounding context.  

 

As an example of one who does NOT follow these simple rules, Julian Duckworth’s writing below is a clear 

example of one who creates meaning that simply is not there: EISEGESIS: 
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The Bible’s Deeper Meaning 

by Julian Duckworth 
• …the Bible has a deeper meaning in the words it uses and the stories it tells.  

• This deeper meaning does not predict the future by some mysterious code;  

• it is about you - as you are on the inside.  

• Once you see this, the Bible becomes an extraordinary tool for personal discovery, something very different from the 

Bible you may have struggled with and given up on.  

• Learning about this deeper and more spiritual meaning may reawaken your interest.  

• If you have never been interested in God or religion, or feel turned off by them, you may appreciate a chance to look 

again in the light of this new way of seeing the Bible.  

• Many battles are mentioned in the Bible.  

• We have battles inside us, conflicts between our selfishness and our desire to love other people.  

• The Bible says that the people always won their battles when they obeyed God.  

• ‘God’ means the highest truth we can know.  

• When we choose to go with this truth instead of our ego, we will always win our battle.  

• The strategies for success are there in the details of each Biblical battle plan.  

 

• People who study dreams tell us that everything in the dream is about something inside us.  

• If you dream about your dog, it is not really your dog but something dog-like; devotion perhaps.  

• The Bible works in the same way.  

• Whenever it mentions a tree, it is talking about a noble idea that is growing in your mind, deeply rooted, reaching 

higher, branching, and bearing fruit. 

• Little wonder that the Garden of Eden, the symbolic first “place”, had the Tree of Life at its centre.  

• This is a graphic picture of the human mind, of consciousness, as it is meant to be.  

• Every single thing in the Bible has its own rich symbolic meaning, which helps us to understand our spiritual life.  

• ‘Mountains’ stand for higher levels of awareness.  

• ‘Wells of water’ describe our capacity to draw up or draw on true ideas from deep in our mind, to have access to truth 

that refreshes and cleanses us, as water does.  

• Coins, those small bright shiny objects that are valuable and can be invested, stand for insights in our mind that can be 

put to good use, and earn interest because they have real worth.  

• Notice how the deeper meaning is always related to the qualities or use of the object.  

• This is the link between physical and spiritual levels, between things ‘out-there’ and ‘in-here’.  

• Once you see this, you can explore the symbolism yourself. 

• Try this one: the Bible often mentions pearls, and finding the pearl of great price.  

• Think of the many qualities of pearls, including how they are formed.  

• Ask yourself, what is it within me that is like a pearl?  

• How did it form?  

• What gives it its value?  

 

• A good technique is to read a verse in the Bible and after every noun add the words “in me”.  

• So for example you may have ‘the king-in-me’, ‘the rock-in-me’, ‘the poverty-in-me’, and yes, even ‘the God-in-me’.  

• This method may seem strange at first but it will help you to see that, for example, there is something king-like in 

you, some ruling principle which guides your thinking: hopefully it is a good king and not a tyrant.  

 

Going further and deeper  

• Let’s look at several Biblical stories to see how they describe situations inside us.  

• Here is a simple example, one that perhaps revolutionises [sic] our usual understanding of the words said.  

• Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Mark 1: 17)  

• Our first idea here could be that Jesus is asking us to go and ‘catch’ people for God.  

• But think about fishing: you bring a fish up to the surface from out of the depths.  

• To go fishing is to bring something living and useful to the surface, into view, to help someone see their value and 

that what they have deep within them is wonderful and good.  

• This is something inside them inside us all - that can often stay unknown.  

• What a different and deeper meaning to these words of Jesus!  

• This is now a truth that unites all religions, not divides them.  
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The Story of David and Goliath  

• This story of a boy and a giant describes how conversations often go on inside our mind.  

• David is young, with no armour, and trustful of God (that highest truth), and ready to fight Goliath who is huge, well-

armed, and so strong that the whole camp of Israel trembles.  

• Every morning Goliath comes forward from the Philistine camp and taunts them.  

• David gets ready to fight. He selects five pebbles from a stream.  

• The stream is the flow of experiences in life; the five round stones are a handful of solid truths that have become part 

of you over the years, having been shaped and rounded by the life through which God has led you.  

• David and Goliath meet in a one-to-one confrontation in the valley, away from the two armies on the hills.  

• Our struggles are no different: they pit a single truth against one demanding wish that insists we must have our own 

way.  

• This is a battle fought in us daily.  

• David slings only one stone, his first sure-fire truth, and Goliath falls.  

• Whenever you act on what you know is true, you easily slay the seemingly invincible argument that urges us to be 

selfish.  

 

Story of Creation  

• God made the world in six days and rested on the seventh.  

• This is the opening chapter of the whole Bible.  

• It is an outline of our spiritual journey, by stages, from chaos to humanity, and acts as a preface for the whole Bible.  

• Let's look at what this means. Before we understand anything true, our mind is chaotic and without direction.  

• God (that highest truth) commands there to be light.  

• At this point, there is only light and dark, a first essential distinction for us.  

• We now begin to see a focus, an alternative way, some options.  

• On the second day, God commands waters above and below to divide.  

• The two waters are our discovery that there are two levels to our life: a higher spiritual level of love and purpose, and 

a level of use and activity that serves the higher one.  

• On the third day dry ground emerges. 

• A solid base that we can depend on now forms in our mind.  

• Our spiritual life can now begin to show itself in the very first plants, ideas growing in our mind that begin to take 

root.  

• On the fourth day the light that was general is now identified as we look up and see the source of light, of truth.  

• The sun in the sky is God, that highest truth which is the source of all life and activity.  

• There is also the moon, which reflects sunlight at times of night in our mind when we cannot otherwise see, and need 

to be reminded.  

• On the fifth and sixth days of creation living creatures appear: fish and birds in sea and skies, then animals that roam 

the earth.  

• These symbolise the fact that we are created as free spirits with independent thoughts and feelings that motivate and 

fill us.  

• Now it can be said: Let us make human beings in our image and likeness.  

• Being human means using our freewill and our rationality, knowing it comes from the highest source, from God who 

is truth.  

• Each ‘day’ is a distinct stage in the process of becoming a spiritual person.  

• This is a creation story of how we are re-created.  

 

Water Turned into Wine  

• Here is a third example of a deeper meaning to a Bible story.  

• This is a story about Jesus in the world, a world “peopled” by many different needs and attitudes.  

• The story is set at a wedding. We can immediately ask what this wedding is in us? What in us is to be joined together?  

• Well, it is our sense of goodness to the truth that we know.  

• Our wish to do good is to be married to our understanding of what love means.  

• The wedding feast runs out of wine. “Wine” stands for the truth when it invigorates us.  

• But this can run dry. How can it be restored? Jesus commanded them to fill six empty water pots to the brim with 

water.  
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• When they draw it out it becomes wine. Here is the symbolism. Our commitment to life needs to be complete, up to 

the brim.  

• When we have this total commitment and then help others (the drawing out), the ordinary water miraculously 

becomes wine.  

• Not just any wine but the very best! It is the wine that everybody expects will be served before the inferior wine, not 

last of all when no one can tell the difference.  

• Our idea of ‘best wine’ continually changes as we discover that each stage in life is better than the one before it.  

• Each time it happens it seems like a miracle.  

 

7. Don’t look for hidden meanings unless you have good reason to think there is further meaning that is not 

obvious or indicated by the surrounding context. 

 

 FURTHER meaning doesn’t mean deeper, hidden, non-existent meaning.   

 

 “When the plain sense of the Bible makes common sense, to seek any other sense is nonsense.”     

Alva J. McClain 

8. This means that we are not to modify the plain sense of the Bible when it contradicts our treasured beliefs 

but must instead be ready to modify even our treasured beliefs when the teaching of the Bible is clearly 

against them.  

 

9. Remember also to ask questions. Christianity is not a faith for the intellectually challenged and our God is 

not a God who acts in a manner that is beyond our ability to understand, though He often acts in ways that 

are beyond our capacity to understand.  

 

10. We can ask questions of all that we read in the Bible and expect reasonable answers that we are able to 

understand and that are consistent with teachings elsewhere in the Bible. 

 

11. Five clues (called “the five C’s”  can help you determine the author’s main point(s : 

 CONTEXT 

 CROSS-REFERENCE 

 CULTURE 

 CONCLUSION 

 CONSULTATION 

 

1. CONTEXT 
 

 Interpret a passage in harmony with its context. 

 

 Interpret a passage in harmony with the meaning of the words used by the author at the time the author 

wrote them. 

 

 What do the words that precede and follow this passage say, and how do they affect how to understand this 

passage? 

 

 Since scripture originated in a historical context, interpret it in relation to its historical and cultural context. 

 

 Remember, “A text without a context is a pretext for a proof text.”      D.A. Carson 

 

 You can answer 75 percent of your questions about a passage when you read the context.  
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 Reading the context involves looking at the near context (the verse immediately before and after) as well as 

the far context (the paragraph or the chapter that precedes and/or follows the passage you’re studying . 

 

 An excellent example of a passage of Scripture that is constantly being taken out of context is Matthew 7:1 

“Judge not, that you be not judged.” 

 

 Jesus isn’t giving a blanket statement telling us not to judge, but instead is giving a lesson on how to judge 

rightly. 

 

 Paul Washer said, “People always tell me, ‘Judge not, lest ye be judged.’ I reply, ‘Twist not Scripture, lest 

ye be like Satan.’”  

 

 The context of this passage is in reference to private, as opposed to judicial judgment; not passing harsh or 

critical judgment on an individual. 

 

 The Lord’s point was that a person should not be habitually critical or condemnatory of a speck of sawdust 

in someone else’s eye when he has a plank - strong hyperbole for effect - in his own eye. 

 

 Further, as with all the other elements of the Sermon on the Mount, the perspective of this passage is given 

in contrast to that of the scribes and Pharisees, whose hypocritical self-righteousness was in direct 

opposition to the true righteousness of God (see Matthew 5:20). 

 

 In context of the New Testament, it is clear that we are absolutely to judge in certain instances:  

 

 Is Romans 2:1 not a judgment? “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in 

whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.”  

 

 How about 1 Corinthians 6:1-6? How many judgments are in there? 
“Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? Do you not 

know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest 

matters? Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life? If then you have 

judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge? I 

say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between 

his brethren? But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers! 

 

 Paul is judging them for not judging themselves. 

 

 Context is absolutely critical to interpretation. Taking something out of context leads to wrong 

interpretation, which will lead to wrong application. 

 

 When it comes to which interpretation is correct and true, keep in mind that there is only ONE truth, and 

that truth is God: John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, THE TRUTH, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through Me.’”  

 

 Keep these absolutes in mind: 

a. God is truth. 

b. All wrong thinking is wrong thinking about God.  

c. No matter how small the error, you can be sure it can be traced back to a wrong conception of God. 

d. All wrong thinking results in wrong behavior. No exceptions!  

 

 The issue is now, and has always been - the knowledge of God! 
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2. Cross-References 

 

 Let Scripture interpret Scripture.  

 

 That is, let other passages in the Bible shed light on the passage you are looking at.  

 

 If we look at John 3:16 as an example, my Bible has a cross reference to John 1:14. 

 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

 This makes perfect sense since Jesus was begotten of the Father (3:16), and Jesus is the Word made Flesh 

(1:14).  

 

 These two passages indicate that the Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God, became flesh and blood.  

 

 You can also cross reference from your cross reference.  

 

 For example, I jumped from John 3:16, to John 1:14, and from there had a cross reference to Isaiah 7:14.  

 

Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel.”  

 

 From Isaiah, I have a cross reference back to the New Testament at Matthew 1:23. 

 

Matthew 1:23 “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ 

which is translated, “God with us.’” 

 

 The more cross references you have and make, the more complete a picture you get about a subject, person, 

doctrine, etc. from the totality of Scripture.  

 

 When you come across a passage that is related to another passage or topic but your Bible doesn’t show a 

cross reference for it, highlight it or write the cross reference right in there!  

 

 At the same time, be careful not to assume that the same word or phrase in two different passages means the 

same thing. 

 

 For example, over 450 times in our Bible we find the word LAW that has been translated that way from 

Hebrew and Greek into English.  

 

 Is it always referring to the Mosaic Law? 

 

 The Hebrew word for Law is Torah.  

 

 The word is properly used, in Scripture as elsewhere, to express a definite commandment laid down by any 

recognized authority. 
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 But when the word is used with the article, and without any words of limitation, it refers to the expressed 

will of God, and in nine cases out of ten to the Mosaic law, or to the Pentateuch of which it forms the chief 

portion.  

 

 When Paul uses the word Law (Nomos in Greek) with the article, it still refers to the Mosaic Law.  

 

 However, from the near and broad contexts, when Paul writes in Romans 3:27, “the law of faith,” he is not 

referring to the Mosaic Law.   

 

 It should also be noticed that the title “the Law” is occasionally used loosely to refer to the whole of the Old 

Testament, and NOT specifically to the Mosaic Law, as found in John 10:34. 

 

 In John 15:25, The Law is referring to Psalm 82:6 and Psalm 35:19. 

 

 In 1 Corinthians 14:21, The Law is referring to Isaiah 28:11,12. 

 

 When Galatians 6:2 offers “the Law of Christ,” it’s clearly NOT a reference to the Mosaic Law. 

 

 Cross references can help, but must be used with caution.   

 

3. Culture 
 

 The Bible was written long ago, so when we interpret it, we need to understand it from the writers’ cultural 

context. 

 

 In John 2:6 we find the statement, “Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of 

purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each” (NASB).  

 

 When a biblical author provides background information, it is very important for the reader to understand its 

importance.  

 

 John points out that these water pots were for the Jewish custom of purification.  

 

 The importance of this statement becomes clear once the reader discovers that these water pots would 

NEVER have been used for any other purpose than cleansing.  

 

 They would NEVER have contained anything but clean water. 

 

 The importance of this point is that there would have been no wine residue in these pots left over from some 

previous use.  

 

 When Jesus turned the water into wine, what had been in these pots was water, and ONLY water.  

 

 John wants his readers to understand that this was not a case of simply pouring water into pots that had 

previously contained wine. 

 

 The reason is so that no one could say that the water mixed with the dried wine on the insides of the pots 

giving the IMPRESSION that Jesus turned water into wine; rather, John wants to secure the fact that this 

was a miracle.  

 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     81 | Page 

 Since these pots would never have contained wine, when Jesus turned the water into wine, it was clearly a 

miracle; there can be no misunderstanding.  

 

 The cultural background information is there to demonstrate that this could not have been anything but a 

miracle. 

 

 The cultural background offers two sides of the same coin: 

 

 Jesus performed a miracle, and that cannot be misunderstood, thus strengthening the faith of the believer. 

 

 This information helps remove possible doubt.  

 

 The other side of that coin is that doubt may be removed from the mind of the skeptic, and can be used as a 

witnessing tool.  

 

 If someone looks at this miracle and says, “well, it could have just been water mixed with wine residue…”  

 

 You get the idea.  

 

 Another aspect of culture that must be considered is the difference between Greek thought and Hebraic 

thought: 

 

 

 

GREEK THOUGHT HEBREW THOUGHT 

Greek thought views the world through the mind 

(abstract thought).  

 

Ancient Hebrew thought views the world through the 

senses (concrete thought). 

 

Greek thought describes objects in relation to its 

appearance. 

Hebrew thought describes objects in relation to its 

function. 

 

The Greek culture describes objects in relation to the 

object itself. 

The Hebrew culture describes objects in relation to the 

Hebrew himself. 

 

Greek nouns are words which refer to a person, place 

or thing. 

Hebrew nouns refer to the action of a person place or 

thing. 

 

 

 Most Christians think like Greeks. 

 

 The Bible writers were Jews, so… 

 

 How we interpret may well depend on how we think.  

 

4. Conclusion 
 

 Having answered your questions for understanding by means of context, cross-reference, and culture, you 

can make a preliminary statement of the passage’s meaning.  

 

 Remember that if your passage consists of more than one paragraph, the author may be presenting more 

than one thought or idea. 
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5. Consultation-Commentaries 
 

 “In order to be able to expound the Scriptures, and as an aid to your pulpit studies, you will need to be 

familiar with the commentators: a glorious army, let me tell you, whose acquaintance will be your delight 

and profit. Of course, you are not such wiseacres as to think or say that you can expound Scripture without 

assistance from the works of divines and learned men who have laboured before you in the field of 

exposition. If you are of that opinion, pray remain so, for you are not worth the trouble of conversion, and 

like a little coterie who think with you, would resent the attempt as an insult to your infallibility. It seems 

odd, that certain men who talk so much of what the Holy Spirit reveals to themselves, should think so little 

of what he has revealed to others.”                                 C. H. Spurgeon  

 

 Reading commentaries, which are written by Bible scholars, can help you interpret Scripture. 

 

 Discussing – Consulting with other believers about what the Bible teaches is a great way to learn. The Holy 

Spirit is generous with His illumination of the Bible when we are obedient to its teachings.  

 

 Reading the opposite side of a doctrinal interpretation can sometimes bring you closer to a proper 

interpretation.  

 

 Unfortunately, it can also muddy the water.  

 

 Further, not all commentaries are created equal.  

 

 I’ll give you two examples: 

 

 John 3:14-15 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  

 

 Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament states, “Christ again refers Nicodemus to the OT, 

this time Numbers 21, the account of the brazen serpent. The serpents were biting the Jews and killing them, 

and the strange solution to the problem was found when Moses made a serpent of brass! Looking to the 

serpent in faith brought healing. In like manner, Christ was made sin for us, for it was sin that was killing 

us. As we look to Christ by faith, we are saved. Brass symbolizes judgment, and Christ experienced our 

judgment when He was lifted up on the cross. Christ had to die before men could be born again; His death 

brings life. What a paradox!” 

 

 Ryrie Study Bible states, “Moses. The reference is to Numbers 21:5-9. (there is no note for v. 15, it just 

goes on to v. 16)” 

 

 Again, not all Bible comments are equal. 
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GUIDELINES FOR STUDYING ANY PASSAGE 

1. TAKE IT LITERALLY 

 

 Scripture should be taken literally unless there is ample reason in the text or context to read it figuratively. 

 

 Apply to words their normal meaning except when the Bible clearly indicates that symbolism is involved, or 

when the normal meaning of the word would contradict the text.   

 

 For example, in Matthew 16:6-12 (leaven and bread), Jesus is not talking about bread, so if we take His use 

of symbolic language literally, as the disciples did, we’d have confusion.  

 

o Revelation 1:14 is another example: “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His 

eyes like a flame of fire.” 

 

o Use of the word like make it clear that the wool, the snow, and the flame are all similes.  

 

o Let’s compare Revelation 1:12; 16a with 1:20, and answer the question: Should the lampstands and stars be 

taken figuratively or literally?  

 

o Revelation 1:12 “Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands.”  

 

o 16a “He had in His right hand seven stars.” 

 

o Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 

lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw 

are the seven churches.”  

 

o Take the symbols to have a literal meaning behind them.  

 

2. MEANING OR APPLICATION? THE RULE OF SINGULARITY 

 

 A scripture passage has only one interpretation/meaning, though we may often apply that 

interpretation/meaning in many situations.   

 

 Matthew chapters 5-7 – The Sermon on the Mount 

 

 What does it mean, and how should it be applied? 

 

INTERPRETATION/MEANING: Let’s look at Matthew 4:23, 25, 5:1-2 for context: 

 

o 4:23    And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom 
 

o 4:25    Great multitudes followed Him”  

 

o 5:1-2   And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His 

disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying” 
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 Q: What is Jesus teaching the multitudes?  

 

 A: The Gospel of the Kingdom. 

 

 That the Sermon on the Mount presents ethical content all agree.  

 

 That it delineates the Gospel that Jesus Christ died and rose again, that it presents justification by faith, or is 

suitable to point an unbeliever to salvation in Christ is plainly not the intent of this message. 

 

 Q: Why? 

 

 A: Because that content is simply not in there. 

 

 Is there Christian Application to be made? 

 

 Yes:  

 

APPLICATION: There are three basic purposes for Christ giving this sermon: 

 

1. Jesus is telling His followers what true righteousness is, as opposed to the false righteousness of the scribes 

and Pharisees. 

 

2. Jesus is describing the laws of His Kingdom, the spiritual principles He uses to govern the lives of men. 

 

3. Jesus is relating His message to the OT law and the traditions of the scribes and Pharisees. 

 

FURTHER APPLICATION: 

 

 The sermon application intends to drive the listener to Jesus Christ as man’s only hope of meeting God’s 

standards. 

 

 Notice the standards of the Sermon on the Mount go far beyond those of Moses in the law, demanding not 

only righteous actions but righteous attitudes — not just that men DO right but that they BE right.  

 

 If man cannot live up to the divine standard, he needs a supernatural power to enable him.  

 

 The principles will apply in every age, and are, in fact, mostly repeated in one way or another in the NT 

epistles to the church.  

 

 While the interpretation can be applied in principle, there is no mention of the Gospel of Salvation in the 

Sermon. 

 

 So, while Matthew 5-7 may have a dispensational meaning (Kingdom Theology), we can say that these 

chapters have a broad application for the Church today. 

 

 Where the danger lies is in trying to make a direct, one for one, application for the Church. Jesus is NOT 

talking TO or ABOUT the Church.  

 

 In the following example, Rebecca Hoehne misapplies the Sermon to and for the Church: 

 

 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     85 | Page 

COMPLETELY WRONG APPLICATION: 

 Sermon on the Mount- by Rebecca Hoehne 

 

 “The Sermon on the Mount is the most famous sermon ever preached and is the flagship lesson for what it 

means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

 

 This in-depth study of Matthew chapters 5-7 is Christ’s declaration that God’s standards are higher than we 

ever thought, our disobedience therefore more extensive that we ever realized, and yet God’s grace is more 

profound and far-reaching than we could ever imagine.  

 

 This 12 week study will include how to study the Bible and learn about who God is, and in response to that, 

we will learn more about who we are created to be.” 

 

 Unfortunately, she is WRONG, WRONG, WRONG! 

 

 We were not created to measure up to the standards in the Sermon on the Mount. 

 

 We simply can’t live up to those standards BECAUSE we will ALWAYS HAVE A SIN NATURE! 

 

 Galatians 5:17 “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary 

to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”  

 

 Rather than starting with the premise that the Sermon shows us “who we are created to be,” we should be 

teaching about how to abide in Christ, abide in the Spirit, and THEN and ONLY THEN can will we in any 

way overcome sin in our lives. 

 

 If the Sermon were our standard, why did Paul write in Galatians 5:16 “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and 

you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”?  

 

 If you teach that we can overcome all sin, you’re teaching the perverted doctrine of Entire Sanctification! 

 

 We can strive (application , but we’re set up for failure when we teach that this is “who we are created to 

be.” 

 

3. STUDY THE SETTING 

 

 How does the history, geography, and culture of the biblical world relate to this passage? 

 

 These elements enhance our understanding, but come with a warning:  

 

 Sometimes people ascribe to Historical facts, events, prophetic meaning.  

 

 But these only become symbols of spiritual truths if the scriptures themselves designate them to be symbols. 

 

 Note that a literal interpretation of the Bible allows for figurative language.  

 

 Here’s a simple rule: if the literal meaning of a passage leads to obvious absurdity, but a figurative meaning 

yields clarity, then the passage is probably using symbols, even when it’s clearly an historical setting.  

 

 For example, in Exodus 19:4, God tells Israel, “I carried you on eagles’ wings.”  
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 A literal reading of this statement would lead to absurdity—God did not use real eagles to airlift His people 

out of Egypt.  

 

 The statement is obviously symbolic; God is emphasizing the speed and strength with which He delivered  

 

 Israel out of Egypt (an historical fact and setting). 

 

 This leads to another rule of biblical interpretation: a symbol will have a non-symbolic meaning.  

 

 In other words, there is something real (a real person, a real historical event, a real trait) behind every figure 

of speech. 

 

 Daniel 8:5 for Example reads, “And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across 

the surface of the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable horn between his 

eyes.”  

 

 Daniel saw “a goat with a notable horn between his eyes” who “came from the west . . . without touching 

the ground” (Daniel 8:5), and we interpret this as a real kingdom (Greece) and its real king (Alexander the 

Great) who speedily conquered the real world. 

 

 Historical settings with figurative or symbolic language. How do we know? Easy, just read the context: 

 

 If we continue reading, we find that the Angel Gabriel interprets the vision: Daniel 8:21 “And the male goat 

is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is between its eyes is the first king.”  

 

 Jesus’ teaching was full of symbolism.  

 

 He presented Himself as a Shepherd, a Sower, a Bridegroom, a Door, a Cornerstone, a Vine, Light, Bread, 

and Water.  

 

 He likened the kingdom of heaven to a wedding feast, a seed, a tree, a field, a net, a pearl, and yeast. 

 

 There are dozens, if not hundreds, of other symbols in the Bible. 

 

 Here is an example of the WRONG USE OF SYMBOLISM: 

 

Do you walk around in grave clothes? 

By Rev. Jerome LeDoux 

Our Mother of Mercy Church 

The Louisiana Weekly Contributing Columnist 

1. “After waiting for Lazarus to die and be entombed for four days, Jesus approached the cave tomb where a 

grieving crowd had no doubt that their friend had died several days ago. 

2. When Jesus said, “Take away the stone!” Lazarus’ sister Martha cautioned Jesus to beware of the stench of 

a putrefied body that had lain in the tomb four days. 

3. John 11:44 recounts that, at the loud command of Jesus, “the dead man came out, tied hand and foot with 

burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth.” (NIV) 

4. Jesus’ further command them to “take off the grave clothes and let him go” (NIV) means that Lazarus had 

been restored to life by Jesus, but he was in no condition to resume his life among the living.” 

 

 SO FAR, NOT TOO BAD… 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     87 | Page 

5. “First, with the aid of astounded bystanders, he had to be loosed from the tight wrapping of burial bands that 

held him almost immobile. 

6. Those bonds were as strongly symbolic as they were physically real and debilitating. Certainly, Lazarus 

could not step forth in public without frightening to death anyone he encountered along his way. 

7. By the same token, the mummy-like figure was a stark symbol of negative attitudes and all the things that 

burden our steps and movements, that sap our strength as we exert ourselves, that impede our progress 

toward our daily and ultimate goals, and that almost nullify our efforts to live our lives to the full as Jesus 

pledged to us in John 10:10.” 

 

 How does the author have the authority to make symbols out of the burial cloths?  

 

 The fact is that he doesn’t! There is absolutely no reason to interpret these cloths to be symbolic because the 

Bible doesn’t give any indication they’re symbolic.  

 

 Then the author goes off the deep end with #7 up there, claiming symbolism that simply doesn’t exist!  

 

 The Bible tells us that Lazarus was buried according to the Jewish custom, he was raised from the dead, and 

Jesus commanded that the clothes be removed. THAT’S IT!  

 

 We do not have the right to eisegete the Scriptures and make them mean or say something that it was never 

intended to convey.   

 

4. STUDY THE WORDS 

 

 What do the important words (English, Hebrew, and/or Greek) mean in the passage you’re studying? 

 

 For example, the Greek word translated as “manifest” in Romans 1 means: visible, apparent, evident, clear, 

plain, well known, widely known. 

 

 God hardwires in us the truth about Him.  

 

 Read Romans 1:18-20 

 

o Men suppress the truth about God in unrighteousness. 

 

o The knowledge of God is “manifest” in them. 

 

o His invisible attributes are clearly seen, even His eternal power and Godhead. 

 

o His INVISIBLE attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made. 

 

o Here, the word “manifest” becomes paramount to our interpretation. 

 

o This is WHY they are without excuse. 

 

o God makes Himself VERY Apparent, Evident, Clear, inside every single person.  

 

o They suppress that truth. 

 

o The explanation comes from the following passages: 
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o Romans 1:21 “because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God.” 

 

o Romans 1:22 “Professing to be wise, they became fools”  

 

o Romans 1:23 They “changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man” 

 

o Romans 1:25 They “exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather 

than the Creator” 

 

 How about another example of why studying the words is important? 

 

 This example comes from a simple question: Who killed Jesus? 

 

 This should be an easy question, right?  

 

 The Jews. 

 

 But if we were being clever we’d know that the Jew were not allowed to put someone to death under Roman 

occupation (John 18:31), so they got the Romans to do it. Right? 

 

 Wrong! 

 

 Let’s examine three passages of Scripture, paying careful attention to the Greek words.  

 

 Mark 15:39 “So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed 

(e)kpne/w) His last…”  

 

 Luke 23:46 “And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, into Your hands I commit 

My spirit.’ Having said this, He breathed (e)kpne/w) His last.”  

 

 John 19:30 “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He 

gave up (paradi/dwmi) His spirit.”  

 

 Matthew 27:50 “And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up (a)fi/hmi) His spirit.”  

 

 Both Mark and Luke record that Jesus “breathed His last,” and Matthew and John record that Jesus “gave up 

His spirit.” 

 

 How is each phrase literally translated from the Greek?  

 

o Mark and Luke: What this literally means in the Greek is that Jesus “breathed out His life.”  

 

o Matthew and John: This literally means He “dismissed His spirit – sent it away.”  

 

 So, who killed Jesus? 

 

 No One killed Jesus? 

 

 Correct Interpretation: Jesus GAVE His life.  

 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     89 | Page 

 John 10:17-18 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one 

takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 

This command I have received from My Father.”  

5. ANALYZE THE GRAMMAR 

 One must understand the Bible grammatically before one can understand it theologically or can apply it 

interpretively. 

 

 Ask the questions: How are the words in this passage used? How does sentence and paragraph structure 

affect how to understand this passage? 

 

 If we use Galatians 3:11 as our example, it reads in English, “But that no one is justified by the law in the 

sight of God is evident, for ‘the just shall live by faith.’”  

 

 But in the Greek, the grammatical construction of this passage is  

 

that 

3754 
 Hóti  

 

But 

1161 
 dé  

 

by 

1722 
 en  

 

the 

9999  
  

 

law 

3551 
 nómoo  

 

no man 

3762 
 oudeís  

 

is justified 

1344 
 dikaioútai  

 

 

in the sight 

3844 
 pará  

 

of 

3588 
 toó  

 

God, 

2316 
 Theoó  

 

it is 

9999  
  

 

evident: 

1212 
 deélon  

 

for, 

3754 
 hóti  

 

 

The 

3588 
 Ho  

 

 di/kaio$ 
 JMSNX 

just 

1342 
 díkaios  

 

 e)k 
 PG 
by 

1537 
 ek  

 

 pi/stew$ 
 NFSG 
faith. 

4102 
 písteoos  

 

 zh/setai: 
 V3SFMI 
shall live 

2198 
 zeésetai 

 

 
 Notice the difference? In English it reads: The just shall live by faith. But in Greek it reads, “the just, by 

faith shall live.”  

 

 The just do live, or are made alive, once they exercise their faith in Christ.  

 

 They are declared just, and thus live. 

o Philippians 3:9 “and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.”  

 

o Romans 3:28 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.”  

 

o Romans 4:5 “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

accounted for righteousness.”  

 

o Romans  :1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 
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o Galatians 2:16 “knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even 

we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the 

law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”  

 

o 1 John  :12 “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 

 Another example of how important the grammar is would be The Comma of Luke 23:43 

 

 “And Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”  

 

 Did Jesus Christ tell the thief on the cross that they would be together in Paradise that very day, or did He 

say on that day, that they would be together in Paradise?  

 

1. Assuredly, I say to you, today 

2. Assuredly, I say to you today, 

 

 Since there were no commas in the original Greek, where should the comma go? 

 

 If the comma is placed after the word you, the thief would be with the Lord, in Paradise, that very day. 

 

 If the comma is places after the word today, the thief would be receiving the news that very day that he 

would eventually be with the Lord in Paradise.  

 

 The correct placement is… 

 

 Do you really want me to do ALL the work for you?  

 

6. UNDERSTAND THE AUTHOR’S INTENT 

 

 In determining the significance or application of a passage, consider the interpretation the author intended 

for the text’s original audience.  

 

 Incorrect interpretation of the writer’s intent may lead to incorrect application. 

 

 What does the author appear to be trying to accomplish with the words of this passage?  

 

 What does he want his original audience to know, to think, or to do? 

 

 Take the Four Gospels, for example: 

 

 Each Gospel was written for a specific purpose, with a specific audience in mind, and it is for this reason 

that charts like this one have been made throughout Christian history: 

 

Gospel Focus Detailed Focus Genealogy Representation 

Matthew King Messiah Or King Of 

The Jews 

Genealogy from Abraham through 

David 

Royal lineage 

Lion 

Mark Servant Perfect, Obedient 

SERVANT 

No Genealogy Ox 

Luke Humanity Perfect Man Genealogy to Adam Man 

John Son of God 

God 

Fully God and Fully 

Human 

“Genealogy” to God 

Jesus IS God 

Eagle 
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 Does the representation come from Ezekiel 1:10? “As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a 

man; each of the four had the face of a lion on the right side, each of the four had the face of an ox on the 

left side, and each of the four had the face of an eagle.”  

 Many believe this to be true. 

 

 Here’s another chart that breaks down each Gospel: 

 
The Gospels Compared 

Gospel Focus Portrait Key Verses Lineage Face Camp of 

Israel 

The 

Branch 

Matthew Jews King Messiah Mat.  

1:1; 16:16; 20:28 

From 

Abraham  

Mat. 1:1 

Lion  

Gen. 49:9; Rev. 

5:5+ 

Judah East King  

Jer. 23:5-6 

Mark Romans Lowly Servant Mark  

1:8; 8:27; 10:45; 

15:34 

None Ox Ephraim 

West 

Servant  

Zec. 3:8 

Luke Hellenists Son of Man Luke  

19:10 

From Adam  

Luke 3:23 

Man  

Dan. 7:13+ 

Reuben 

South 

Man  

Zec. 6:12 

John Greek 

World 

Son of God  

Ps. 2:7; Pr. 

30:4 

John  

20:31 

From Eternity  

John 1:1 

Eagle  

Gen. 49:16 

Dan North Lord  

Isa. 4:2 

 
 Keep in mind that the early church fathers connected the four evangelists with the four living creatures in various 

combinations based on varying reasons. 
 

  Human/Angel Lion Ox Eagle 

Irenaeus of Lyons (130 -  200 AD)  Matthew John Luke Mark 

Augustine of Hippo(354 – 430 AD)  Mark Matthew Luke John 

Pseudo-Athanasius Matthew Luke Mark John 

Jerome (347-420 AD) Matthew Mark Luke John 

 

7. CONSIDER THE GENRE 

 

 What kind of literature is the book you’re reading (narrative, poetry, teaching, law, parable, etc.)? 

 

 What literary features does this text use, and how do they affect the way in which you should read and 

understand the text’s content and message? 

 

 Parable, for example: 

 

 A short, simple story designed to communicate a spiritual truth, religious principle, or moral lesson; a figure 

of speech in which truth is illustrated by a comparison or example drawn from everyday experiences. 

 

 A parable is often no more than an extended metaphor or simile, using figurative language in the form of a 

story to illustrate a particular truth.  

 

 The Greek word for parable literally means “a laying by the side of” or “a casting alongside,” thus “a 

comparison or likeness.”  

 

 In a parable, something is placed alongside something else, in order that one may throw light on the other.  

 

 A familiar custom or incident is used to illustrate some truth less familiar. 
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 Here’s a partial list of Parables taken from the synoptic Gospels: 
List of Parables  Matthew  Mark  Luke 

The Sower Matthew 13:1,2 Mark 4:1-20 Luke 8:1-18 

The Wheat and the Tares Matthew 13:24-30     

The Mustard Seed Matthew 13:31,32 Mark 4:31,32   

The Seed Planted in the Ground   Mark 4:26-29   

The Leaven Matthew 13:33     

The Concealed Treasure Matthew 13:44     

The Pearl Matthew 13:47-50     

The Casting of the Net into the Sea Matthew 13:47-50     

The Two Debtors     Luke 7:40-43 

The Unforgiving Servant Matthew 18:23-35     

The Good Samaritan     Luke 10:25-37 

The Friend at Midnight     Luke 11:5-13 

The Rich Fool      Luke 12:16-21 

The Wedding Feast     Luke 12:36-38 

The Fig Tree     Luke 13:6-9 

The Lost Sheep     Luke 15: 3-7 

The Great Supper     Luke 14:16-24 

The Lost Coin     Luke 15:8-10 

The Prodigal Son     Luke 15:11-32 

The Unjust Steward     Luke 16:1-12 

The Rich Man and Lazarus     Luke 16:19-31 

The Unjust Judge     Luke 18:1-17 

The Pharisee and the Publican     Luke 18:9-14 

The Laborers in the Vineyard Matthew 20:1-16     

The Pounds     Luke 19:11-27 

The Two Sons Matthew 21:28-32     

The Tenants Matthew 21:33-46 Mark 12:1-12 Luke 20:9-18 

The Marriage Feast Matthew 22:1-13     

The Wise and Foolish Virgins Matthew 25:1-13     

The Talent Matthew 25:14-30     

The Sheep and the Goats Matthew 25:31-46     

List of Parables  Matthew  Mark  Luke 

 

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER ABOUT PARABLES:  

 

 Is The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) a parable or a narrative (history)?  

 

 It’s interesting to note that this story is never called a parable. 

 

 It is also interesting that no other parables have named characters, but this one does.  

 

 Also, this particular story does not seem to fit the definition of a parable, which is a presentation of a 

spiritual truth using an earthly illustration.  

 

 The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus presents spiritual truth directly, with no earthly metaphor.  

 

 The setting for most of the story is the afterlife, as opposed to the parables, which unfold in earthly contexts. 

 

 Is this proof? No, but is does help in our interpretation that is doesn’t read like poetry? Yes? 
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8. INTERPRET SCRIPTURE WITH SCRIPTURE 

 

 Let clear passages illuminate those that are unclear.  

 

 What other passages of Scripture help you to understand and explain this passage? 

 

 How should you read and understand this passage in the light of those other passages? 

 

 Notice that in John 10:15 Jesus said, “As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down 

My life for the sheep.” 

 

 We might conclude, based on what Jesus says here, that the death He died on the cross was only for the 

sheep.  

 

 And that is precisely what some have concluded.  

 

 There are Christians today who believe that Jesus’ death on the cross only paid the price for a select group.  

 

 They call this teaching “limited atonement.”  

 

 But we need to check Scripture with Scripture. When you do, what do you find out?  

 

 You find out that Jesus died on the cross for everybody. 

 

o 1 Timothy 2:6 says that Jesus “gave Himself a ransom for all.”  

 

o John 1:29 “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  

 

o John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.”  

 

o John 16:8 “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin” 

 

o Romans 8:19-21 – The WHOLE CREATION will also be delivered.  

 

o 1 John 2:2 says, “And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

whole world.” 

 

o 1 John 4:14 “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.”  

 

 So, if the sins of the world are paid for, why are all men not saved?  

 

 What is the one condition God places on man in order for them to be saved?  

 

o Isaiah 45:22 “Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.” 

 

o John 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  

 

 Further, there is a difference between Blood Supplied and Blood Applied! 
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 The forgiveness of sins does not occur until a person turns from His sins to the Lord and places His trust in 

Jesus (Acts 17:30, John 3:16, 1 Jn. 5:12).  

 

 Christ’s atonement is unlimited, but its application is limited only to those who believe.  

 

o Hebrews 9:12 “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”  

 

 If a person insists on opposing God and rejecting Him, then what Christ did on the cross for that person will 

not be applied to them.  

 

 God will not force His salvation upon somebody who does not want it.  

 

o John 3:16 says, “Whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

 Unbelief is the reason that some do not receive the benefits of Christ’s death. 

 

9. WHEN TWO IDEAS TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE APPEAR TO BE CONTRADICTORY: 

 

a. One should assess whether one has understood each text correctly, or 

 

b. One should suspend judgment, allowing time to find more information, or 

 

c. Acknowledge the possibility of truth communicated through paradox. 

 

 How can we reconcile Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!”  

 

 With John 1:1-2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God.”  

 

 The Trinity cannot be explained or reconciled any more than God’s Sovereignty can be reconciled with 

Man’s Responsibility.  

 

 Sometimes, and they are rare, we just don’t get to know. The bottom line, though, is to trust the Scriptures, 

as they are God’s communication to His creation.  

 

10. WHEN A BIBLICAL IDEA SEEMS IN CONFLICT WITH AN IDEA OF MODERN SCIENCE OR 

HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION: 

 

a. One should assess whether the Bible, science, or history has been read correctly. 

 

b. Realize that the “facts” of science and history have had a track record of change. 

 

c. Confidently affirm the reliability of Scripture while humbly suspending judgment until more 

information comes. 
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The Hittite Empire is a powerful example of this rule: 

 

 The Hittites played a prominent role in Old Testament history.  

 

 They interacted with biblical figures as early as Abraham and as late as Solomon.  

 

 They are mentioned in Genesis 15:20 as people who inhabited the land of Canaan.  

 

 1 Kings 10:29 records that they purchased chariots and horses from King Solomon.  

 

 The most prominent Hittite is Uriah the husband of Bathsheba.  

 

 The Hittites were a powerful force in the Middle East from 1750 B.C. until 1200 B.C.  

 

 Prior to the late 19th century, nothing was known of the Hittites outside the Bible, and many critics alleged 

that they were an invention of the biblical authors. 

 

 In 1876 a dramatic discovery changed this perception. A British scholar named A. H. Sayce found 

inscriptions carved on rocks in Turkey.  

 

 He suspected that they might be evidence of the Hittite nation.  

 

 Ten years later, more clay tablets were found in Turkey at a place called Boghaz-koy.  

 

 German cuneiform expert Hugo Winckler investigated the tablets and began his own expedition at the site in 

1906. 

 

 Winckler’s excavations uncovered five temples, a fortified citadel, and several massive sculptures.  

 

 In one storeroom he found over ten thousand clay tablets. One of the documents proved to be a record of a 

treaty between Ramesses II and the Hittite king.  

 

 Other tablets showed that Boghaz-koy was the capital of the Hittite kingdom.  

 

 Its original name was Hattusha and the city covered an area of 300 acres.  

 

 The Hittite nation had been discovered! 

 

 Less than a decade after Winckler’s find, Czech scholar Bedrich Hronzny proved the Hittite language is an 

early relative of the Indo-European languages of Greek, Latin, French, German, and English.  

 

 The Hittite language now has a central place in the study of the history of the Indo-European languages. 

 

 The discovery also confirmed other biblical facts. Five temples were found containing many tablets with 

details of the rites and ceremonies that priests performed.  

 

 These ceremonies described rites for purification from sin and purification of a new temple.  

 

 The instructions proved to be very elaborate and lengthy. Critics once criticized the laws and instructions 

found in the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy as too complicated for the time it was written (1400 

B.C.).  
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 The Boghaz-koy texts along with others from Egyptian sites and a site along the Euphrates called Emar 

have proven that the ceremonies described in the Jewish Pentateuch are consistent with the ceremonies of 

the cultures of this time period. 

 

 The Hittite Empire made treaties with civilizations they conquered. Two dozen of these have been translated 

and provide a better understanding of treaties in the Old Testament.  

 

 
 

11. THE RULE OF RELATION, CENTRALITY, AND CONNECTIVITY - THE MESSIANIC 

MINDSET 
1. Because the Bible is about a Person, Jesus Christ, studying the Bible is the best way to get to know Him.  

John 1:1; John 14:15-26.  1 Corinthians 2:13ff. 

 

2. When we approach His Word, it’s important to interpret His Word using a Messianic paradigm, 

understanding the role and ministry of our Messiah.   

 

3. The themes, arguments, and doctrines of Scripture are all inter-related and descend from the Person of 

Scripture and His purpose.   

 

 Even though this information was already covered, because it’s the most important aspect of the Bible, it 

doesn’t hurt to cover it again: Jesus is at the very center of absolutely EVERYTHING! 
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 Specifically, Jesus is at the center of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

 

o Luke 18:31 “Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, 

and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished.’”  

 

 Christ is at the center of what the prophets taught! 

 

o Luke 24:27 “And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures 

the things concerning Himself.” 

 

 Christ is at the center of what Moses AND all the prophets taught! 

 

o Luke 24:44, “Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with 

you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalm concerning Me.’” 

 

 ALL of the OT Scriptures are written about Jesus: The Law – The Prophets – and the Psalm.   

 

 The threefold division of the Bible is well known to the Jews both past and present: 

 

 The TaNaKh 

 

o T (for “Torah”) 

 

o N (for “Neviim,” the Prophets) 

 

o K (for “Ketuvim,” the Sacred Writings).  

 

 Hence TaNaKh 

 

o Hebrews 10:7 from Psalm 40:7 “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come - In the volume of the book it is 

written of Me - To do Your will, O God.’”  

 

o Psalm 40:7 “Then I said, ‘Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.’” 

 

 hL*g!m   megillah (meg-il-law'); This Hebrew word means: roll of writing, volume, scroll, book. 

 

 The Greek word for VOLUME kefali/$  kephalis (kef-al-is’) actually refers to the head or knob of the 

wooden rod on which Hebrew manuscripts were rolled, and hence used to designate a roll, volume.  

 

 The implication is that it is referring to what is written on the scroll in its entirety. (The meaning involves 

not only the object on which the writing was done, but also the contents of the writing.) 

 

 Jesus is NOT simply spoken about in the Old Testament. He is the center of the OT! 

 

 While Christ is at the center of the Scriptures, He is also at the center of Everything! 

o Hebrews 2:10 “For it was fitting for Him, FOR WHOM ARE ALL THINGS and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” 

 

o John 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.” 
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o Colossians 1:16 “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him 

and FOR Him.” 

 

 Given that the totality of Scripture is about Jesus, we cannot begin to interpret the Scriptures unless we first 

seek after Him in His Word.  

 

 Trying to understand the Scriptures apart from the Lord Jesus is like watching a football game where there’s 

no actual football.  

 

12. THE RULE OF SUBMISSION 
 

 The Scriptures should be studied prayerfully and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit by the regenerated 

believer.   

 

o John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”  

 

o John 16:13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”  

 

o 1 Corinthians 2:7-14  “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 

ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, 

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor 

have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 10 But 

God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of 

God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no 

one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 

These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

 

o 1 Corinthians 2:16 “For ‘who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?’ But we have the 

mind of Christ.”  

 

13. THE RULE OF CONSISTENCY 
 

 No interpretation of Scripture should contradict the whole of Scripture or be out of conformity with the 

character of God.   

 

 For example, it is outside the character of God for Him to lie: 

 

 Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, 

and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?  

  

 Titus 1:2 “in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began.”  

 

 Hebrews 6:18 “…it is impossible for God to lie…” 
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 Since this is so, we cannot interpret Philippians 4:13 to mean that because we can do ALL things 

THROUGH Christ, that we can lie. 

 

 Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 

 When churches embrace practices like speaking in tongues, a Biblical practice that has ceased, and justify 

the practice by saying that God can do anything He wants, this is a mischaracterization of God. 

 

 God tells us in His Word the reasons for the practice, and that the practice will cease.  

 

 What the Bible Says About 

 

 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

 The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 1:22 “For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom.”   

 

 “Signs” are required for the nation of Israel, and the sign gifts are recorded in Mark.  

   

Mark 16:17-18 

“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will 

speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by 

no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  

 

 So what are tongues for? The Bible is very clear.  

   

1 Corinthians 14:21,22b  

“In the law it is written: ‘With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; 

And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,’ says the Lord. Therefore tongues are for a sign, 

not to those who believe but to unbelievers.”  

 

 The reference in verse 21 is to Isaiah 28:9-14 where God says He will speak to HIS people, Israel:  

Isaiah 28:11 

“For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people” 

  

 Both OT and NT are speaking of known languages of other countries when they use the term tongues.  

 

 Those Isaiah and Corinthian verses are directed at the nation of Israel, and verse 22 says that they are a sign 

for that nation, specifically for unbelieving Jews.  

 

 Tongues are only spoken three times in the Bible.  

 

 In Acts 2:4 the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in other tongues. WHY? To 

fulfill the above scripture there must be unbelieving Jews present. Were there?  

   

Acts 2:5 

“And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven.”  
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 Those Jews were there for the feast days (Pentecost is a Jewish feast), and they were unbelieving because 

they had never even heard of Jesus. Peter was getting ready to preach and the disciples were getting ready to 

witness. The tongues they spoke (the actual languages of the visitors  was a “sign” that their message was 

true!  

   

Acts 2:7-8 

“Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, are not all these who 

speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?’” 

  

 Every tongue that was spoken that day was a known language. The tongues fulfilled two purposes.  

o They were a sign that the Jews required to believe the message was true,  

o And the means with which to tell them that truth.  

 

 The second case of speaking in tongues occurred in Acts 10. Peter went to an assembly of Gentiles who 

were ready to be saved and needed to hear the Gospel. Gentiles had been scorned before this. Peter himself 

needed a special revelation from God so he would answer Cornelius' summons. (Acts 10:9-20)  

So Peter and “certain brethren” (v2   went to Cornelius, and he told them the good news.  

    

Acts 10:43-44 

“To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive 

remission of sins. While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those 

who heard the word.  

 

 Cornelius and his household were saved while listening to Peter. They received the Holy Spirit.  

   

Acts 16:31 

“So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 

household.’” 

 

 Now Peter was the only one who had received the revelation that Gentiles were no longer unclean, but other 

saved Jewish brethren were with him. They needed a “sign” that these Gentiles had really gotten saved, or 

they wouldn't believe it!  

   

Acts 10:45-46 

“And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them 

speak with tongues and magnify God.”  

 

 Tongues was the proof those skeptical Jews needed to believe that the Gentiles had really gotten 

saved. When Peter had problems explaining to the brethren back in Judea (Acts11:1-18) he pointed 

to that “sign” saying that the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit in the same manner (with the 

tongues) as they themselves had. (v15)  

 

 The third instance of speaking in tongues occurred 22 years later at Ephesus. In Acts 18:24-28 

Apollos had been preaching the baptism of John. Aquila and Priscilla took him aside and “explained 

to him the way of God more accurately.” He got saved and went his way preaching about Jesus.  
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 Meanwhile Paul met some of Apollos' original disciples at Ephesus and asked:  

   

Acts 19:2 

“he said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ So they said to him, ‘We 

have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.’”  

 

 The answer they gave tells any honest Bible student that these disciples of Apollos' couldn't possibly have 

been saved at that point.  

   

Romans 8:9 

“But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if 

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.”  

 

 The men tell Paul they were baptized “Unto John's baptism.”  

   

Acts 19:4 

“Then Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they 

should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’”  

 

 These disciples of Apollos were Jews who had followed the light they had been given thus far. Before Paul 

arrived they had never heard of Jesus or His sacrifice, but they had believed Apollos preaching and received 

John's baptism. Just as Apollos was taught about Jesus and “believed through grace,” so did Paul teach 

Apollos' disciples. He told them they must “believe...on Christ Jesus.”  

 

 Paul laid hands on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. Does this final example conform to the 

Bible rules? Yes. These men were Jews who were hearing the gospel for the first time.  

 

 Remember, “Jews require a sign.” 

 

 Not only that, but Paul was there to speak in a synagogue to unbelievers (v 8, 9). He had a readymade sign 

to show those unbelievers by the tongues that were spoken by those newly saved men. This was like what 

happened with Peter in Acts 2.  

 

 These three cases are the only times tongues are spoken in the Bible. Their abuse, however, is discussed at 

Corinth, but this gift is mentioned nowhere else. This seems incredible if tongues are so important.  

 

 The gift of tongues was a Jewish sign gift that was in effect while God was dealing with the Hebrew nation.  

 

 It is listed twice in I Corinthians 12:8-11 & 28-30.  

 

 Notice that in Paul's later lists in Ephesians 4:8-12 & Romans 12:4-8, tongues are not mentioned at all.  

 

 Neither is it a “fruit of the Spirit” in Galatians  :22, 2 .  

 

 Paul tried to explain to the church at Corinth about the immediate future (at that time) of the gift of tongues.  

   

1 Corinthians 13:8 

“Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, 

they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.”  
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 “Prophecies” refers to the prophets who received direct and specific revelation from God to tell to the 

people. There are none but false prophets today who claim direct revelation from God. The Bible says in 

Revelation 19:10: 

 

“And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I am your 

fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’” 

 

 All Christians can prophecy today from the word of God. They can tell an individual about His eternal 

destiny or the future of the world from what the Bible says. God talks to people today through His Word, 

and where a “prophet” disagrees with the Bible, he is a liar.  

 

 “Tongues...Shall cease” refers to “tongues as a sign gift” during God's dealing with the nation of Israel. If 

tongues are a gift today, why do missionaries spend years studying to learn the language of their fields? God 

has temporarily put the nation of Israel aside and the gift of Tongues given to them has ceased!  

 

 “Knowledge...shall vanish away” refers to the partial knowledge that we have of God. In many places the 

Bible speaks of this knowledge, but it still can give us only very limited enlightenment.  

   

1 Corinthians 13:9 

“For we know in part and we prophesy in part.”  

 

 At this point Christians only know what the Bible says about God and can only prophecy what the Bible 

says about the future. But in the future that partial knowledge shall be complete.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall 

know just as I also am known.”  

 

 When Paul said “but then face to face” he was referring to the Lord's return.  

 

 “Glass” is a reference to the word of God as in James 1:2 .  

 

 We see the Lord in the Bible but not clearly. When we see Him at His coming it will be “face to face” (see 

II John 12) and with completed knowledge.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:10 

“But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”  

 

 “That which” is the same “that which” of I John 1:1: Jesus Christ. John sums it up.  

   

1 John 3:2 

“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we 

know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 
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 Now today Biblical tongues have ceased, but they had not yet done so when Paul wrote to the Corinthians. 

Note some things about the church at Corinth.  

   

1- there were contentions- 1 Corinthians 1:11  

2- there were divisions- 1 Corinthians 1:12  

3- some were puffed up- 1 Corinthians 4:18-21  

4- they ignored fornication in the church- 1 Corinthians 5:1-5  

5- they went to law with each other- 1 Corinthians 6:1-8  

6- there was promiscuity- 1 Corinthians 7  

7- there was idolatry- 1 Corinthians 8  

8- they doubted Paul's authority- 1 Corinthians 9  

9- there were heresies- 1 Corinthians 11:19 

 

 These are only SOME of the problems Paul wrote about in this church. This is NOT a spiritual church!  

 

 1 Corinthians 14 is another chapter written to CORRECT a carnal people! This church is trying to ACT 

spiritual (when it wasn't) by imitating what happened on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was 

given.  

 

 In the first six verses of I Corinthians 14, Paul said that prophecy is more edifying than tongues. He said that 

you were speaking into the air if your words were not understood, and that you sounded like a barbarian.  

 

 In verse 12 you are to seek to edify the church (NOT seek tongues). Prophesying edifies the church 

according to verse 4. Paul would have rather spoken five words that could be understood than ten thousand 

that were not.  

   

1 Corinthians 14:23-25 

“Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and 

there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your 

mind?  

24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by 

all, he is convicted by all.  

25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will 

worship God and report that God is truly among you.” 

  

 If a church wants visitors to worship God, TONGUES IS NOT THE WAY!  

 

 Paul told the Corinthians the rules. In verses 27 & 28 he said that only three people may speak in tongues at 

any service and then only one at a time AND with an interpreter! He told them there should be no emotional 

display and confusion in verses 32 & 33. No women were to speak in tongues. Lastly, if you wanted to be 

ignorant, go ahead!  

 

 Paul knew that he was writing to a carnal church full of spiritual babies.  

 

 The ENTIRE epistle was written to rebuke them about their doctrine and practices! Why would any church 

want to be like this one?  
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 Some Christians today say that tongues are for private or personal devotions and that it is a “heavenly” 

language that nobody understands. They get this from two places:  

 

1) 1 Corinthians 1 :1 “Though I speak with the tongues of men AND OF ANGELS” 

AND 

2) 1 Corinthians 1 :2 “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one 

understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.”  

 

The Bible says:  

1- ALL tongues spoken in Acts 2, 10, and 19 are a sign for some Jews who are listening - not private 

experiences.  

2- The unknown tongues in 1 Corinthians 14 are in the church - not a private experience.  

3- Tongues are ALWAYS a language that someone understands, and they can be interpreted and 

learned! Acts 2:4,6 & 1 Corinthians 14:13,16,23,27,27.  

4- In the Bible “unknown” ALWAYS means “unknown by some yet known by others.” Acts 17:2 ; 2 

Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 1:22  

5- The “tongues...of angels” (the language of heaven) is shown in the Bible to be Hebrew. Acts 26:14, 

Revelation 19:2, . Alleluia is Hebrew. It means “praise ye Jehovah.” 

 

CONCLUSION 

 If tongues are so easily proven to be unscriptural why are so many Christians concerned with the subject? 

Since God has been ruled out there are three possible sources of the modern day tongues movement: Satan, 

psychological hype, and charlatans. All three make the movement what it is.  

 

 Tongues flourish where the Bible is not understood, or where people seek experiences and feelings rather 

than Bible truth.  

   

1 Timothy 4:1 

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 

deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.”  

 

 The Devil's realm is SPIRITUAL DECEPTION! And he uses signs!  

   

2 Thessalonians 2:9 

“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and 

lying wonders”  

 

 The Devil IMITATES the real thing to deceive people. His imitations are often so close that people can only 

tell the difference if they study God's word.  

   

2 Corinthians 11:4 

“For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a 

different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted 

— you may well put up with it!”  
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 The Devil has his own religion.  

   

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 

And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 

great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end 

will be according to their works.”  

 

 Here you have counterfeit ministers with counterfeit signs! The Bible has a name for those who say they 

have the JEWISH APOSTOLIC gifts.  

   

Revelation 2:2 

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And 

you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars”  

 

 If you have been deceived by a non-Christian experience of speaking in tongues don't be discouraged. So 

have many other Christians. You have to determine now whether you will follow your own feelings, or 

whether you will yield to God's word. The choice is yours.  

   

1 Corinthians 14:37-38 

“If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which 

I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant.”  

 

Written by*  D.J. Root-Pensacola, FLorida,  

*KJV verses replaced with NKJV. Some minor editing for clarity. 

 

14. THE RULE OF SUMMATION 
 

 A doctrine or theme cannot be considered Biblical unless it comprehends all that the Bible says on that 

subject.  Matthew 22:23-33. 

 

15. THE RULE OF ORDER 
 

 A proper study of Scripture requires observation, interpretation, and then application, in that order.   

 

 Good examples of  this would be the Apostles’ sermons in Acts 2:22 ff; Acts  :12ff; Acts  :8ff; Acts 7:2ff; 

Acts 10:34ff. 

 

16. THE RULE OF SYMBOLISM 

 

 A symbol is a literal object or signal that stands for something else; usually a visible image which represents 

a concept or conveys a lesson or truth.  

 

 For example, David, recognizing that man is vulnerable to the attack of sin, sees God as a “fortress of 

defense” (Ps 31:2, 71). 

 

1. Bible Symbols Must Be Interpreted Consistently With Themselves.   

 

 Example: If leaven is seen as sin in Matthew 16, it is likely seen as sin throughout all of the scriptures when 

used as a symbol.   
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 Because leaven is used as a Bible symbol does not mean that every occurrence of the word leaven has a 

hidden symbolic meaning. 

 

2. Bible Symbols Never Form The Basis Of A Biblical Doctrine By Themselves.   

 

 They only illustrate or illuminate revealed doctrine.   

 

 Example:  John 6:53 teaches that we must eat of the flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood in order to 

have life in us.   

 

 From this symbol, the sacramentalists teach that we must partake of the Eucharist that they teach is the 

ACTUAL body of Christ. (Transubstantiation)   

 

 But that is a doctrine which is extended from a symbol.   

 

 Jesus had already made this symbol clear when He claimed to be bread come down from heaven just as the 

manna came down from heaven.  

 

 The manna was literal bread, while Christ is the symbolic bread - a literal object or signal that stands for 

something else. 

 

 Let’s compare John 6:35, 6:54, and 6:63.  

 

 John 6:35 “And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he 

who believes in Me shall never thirst.’”  

 

 John 6:54 “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 

day.”  

 

 John 6:63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, 

and they are life.”  

 

3. Advanced:  However, Signs, In Contrast To Simple Symbols Or Parables, May Contain New 

Information. 
 We see this when the Greek word, semaino is used. It means to give a sign, to signify, indicate, to make 

known. 

 

 Literally, this means that the Scriptures given are accompanied by a sign, or sign-ified. 

 

 Signs (often associated with wonders, sometimes called miracles) authenticate the message and the 

divine authority of the messenger as that person declares God’s Word. 

 

o Revelation 1:1 “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants — things 

which must shortly take place. And He sent and SIGNIFIED it by His angel to His servant John.”  

o God gives Jesus the revelation to show his servants what must take place, and Jesus then “makes it 

known” to John through the angel, i.e., “indicates” or “declares” it. 

o Acts 11:28 “Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed (literally signified) by the Spirit 

that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of 

Claudius Caesar.  

 

o Agabus “signifies by the Spirit,” i.e., foretells, that there will be a famine. 
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17. THE RULE OF OBJECTIVITY 
 

 Study the Word of God for what IT has to say, being careful not to impose YOUR preconceived bias or 

views upon it.  2 Peter 1:20-21. 

 

 2 Peter 1:20-21 “knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for 

prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 

Spirit.”  

 

 The interpretation of this verse is that even the prophets didn’t make up Scripture, but rather Scripture came 

directly from God. 

 

 The Application is that if they didn’t make up interpretations, neither should you.  

 

 Notice the words of Jeremiah 23:16 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets 

who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a vision of their own heart, Not from the 

mouth of the Lord.’”  

 

18. THE RULE OF FIRST AUTHORITY 
 

 Let the Scriptures interpret your experience, never vice versa.  1 Samuel 15:20-24. 

 

 The Bible must be your first, last, and only authority for interpretation.  

 

 1 Samuel 15:20-24 “And Saul said to Samuel, ‘But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the 

mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the 

Amalekites. But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have 

been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.’ So Samuel said: ‘Has the Lord as much 

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than 

sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as 

iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being 

king.’ Then Saul said to Samuel, ‘I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and 

your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.’”  

 

19. THE RULE OF FINAL AUTHORITY 
 

 The Scriptures are the final authority over reason.   

 

 Matthew 12:1-8 “At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. And His disciples were 

hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, 

‘Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath!’ But He said to them, ‘Have you 

not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: how he entered the house 

of God and ate the showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but 

only for the priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane 

the Sabbath, and are blameless? Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple. But 

if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the 

guiltless. For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.’” 

 

 Jesus constantly referred back to Scripture to make His arguments. 
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20. THE RULE OF SINGULAR AUTHORITY 
 

 The study of Church history and the decisions of earlier believers may be helpful, but cannot determine or 

override Biblical truth.   

 

 The fact that first century Christians did something does not establish it as a pattern for all generations to 

follow (unless there is also a clear command to do so from Scripture).  

 

 Simply because Scripture records an event or practice does not, of itself, establish a command (nor, in some 

cases, even approval).  

 

 So, for example, the fact that early Christians often sold all they owned and shared the profits (Acts 2:44-45) 

among other believers does not mean that we must do so today (although it certainly would be acceptable).  

 

 By the same token, we should not think that home churches are any more “biblical” (or the only biblical 

model)  in this sense. 

 

 The “house church only” movement is an example of violating this rule. 

 

 This is a particularly destructive modernist doctrine that has flourished over the past two decades. These 

people adamantly teach that churches should only meet in the houses of Christians. Church buildings and 

common areas of worship are wasteful and worldly, they say, claiming that the early churches only met in 

peoples’ homes. 

 

 First, let’s establish a simple fact. Yes, churches can meet in a house. Churches can, and historically have 

done so, meet in houses, caves, fields, forests, prison cells, fire stations, school buildings, gyms, town halls, 

barracks, alleys, barns, mason halls, granges, backyards, sidewalks, corn fields, and whatever other location 

meets their needs. 

 

 No Bible-believing Christian will dispute the fact that a church can meet at somebody’s home. But, every 

Bible-believing Christian should dispute the assertion that churches must meet in a house. 

 

 Three thousand people cannot fit in your living room. 

 Why do I say that? Because the very first Christian church we see modeled for us in the Bible had more than 

3,000 people in it (Acts 2:41)! That church did not fit in anybody’s house. Not only did it have 3,000 

people, but “... the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved,” (Acts 2: 7  so there were 

soon over 3,000 people in the church. 

 

 Notice also in Acts 2: 7 that the Bible uses the word “church” in its singular, not plural, form. It was one 

church, not a bunch of little churches put together into an association of churches. There is more evidence 

for this elsewhere in chapter 2, but it’s certainly worth noting here. 

 

 This was one church with over 3,000 people in it – certainly far too big to meet at anybody’s house. So, 

where did they meet? 

 

 Verse  6 of Acts chapter 2 shows us exactly where they met for church meetings. “So continuing daily with 

one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and 

simplicity of heart.” Acts 2:46 
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 They met at the temple. What did they do there? As we read on in the book of Acts, we find out that the 

temple is where the apostles were preaching. The whole church (3,000+ people) met at the temple daily for 

preaching and teaching, with the apostles as the pastors and elders of the church. 

 

 Notice that Acts 5:42 indicates that preaching and teaching took place both in the Temple AND in houses: 

“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”  

 

 That very first church in Jerusalem clearly used the Temple for their preaching and teaching, along with 

people’s houses. 

 

 Some might look at verse  6 and say, “look, they met in houses.” Look again at that verse. What did they 

meet house-to-house for? Church meetings? Bible studies? Nope. This passage teaches that they met in 

houses for meals and, from the context, fellowship. 

 

 Just in case somebody were tempted to fixate on the “breaking bread” part of the verse and wanted to 

theorize that it was a symbolic way to refer to “teaching the Bible,” God added the “did eat their meat with 

gladness ...” phrase to clarify exactly what was being done at the individual houses. 

 

 The model established by that first Christian church in Jerusalem clearly teaches that it’s just fine to have 

large churches (with thousands of members) and to meet at special buildings.  

 

 The lesson we can take from this passage is that a church can meet where ever it wants, including in a 

special building set aside for the purpose. 

 

 One fact is very clear. The first Christian church was not a home church. 

 

 The Bible does not tell a church where to meet – it just tells us to meet and leaves the location to the 

discretion of the local church. 

 

 Although Acts chapter 2 puts to rest the home-church-only heresy for any fair-minded, biblically-grounded 

Christian who desires to follow the apostles’ doctrine and the apostles’ model, it is worthwhile for us to take 

a look at I Corinthians 11. 

 

 1 Corinthians 11:18-22 “For first of all, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions 

among you, and in part I believe it. For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved 

may be recognized among you. Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord's 

Supper. For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is 

drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame 

those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you.”  

 

 Paul is talking about when the members of the church at Corinth “come together as a church” and “come 

together in one place.” Where did they come together? What building did they use? He does not say. But, he 

does go on to say where they did not meet. 

 

 “What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in?” says the Apostle Paul. Where are the Corinthians not 

meeting as a church? In their houses! Where ever they are meeting, they are not meeting in their houses, 

according to the Apostle Paul. 

 

 Perhaps they met in a field outside of town. Perhaps they met in a rented hall. Perhaps they met in a barn, or 

in a building that was built for the purpose. The Bible does not tell us where they met, but it does tell us that 

they did not meet in their houses. 
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 One common argument from the house-church-only crowd is to point to the history of the very early church 

and comment that there are no records of churches meeting in special buildings. 

 

 Firstly, let us recall that the Bible is the authority, and since the Bible teaches that churches can and did 

meet at special locations, then we should trust what it says. 

 

 Secondly, the people who make this assertion in support of the house-church-only doctrine are being very 

dishonest. Why? Because the first three centuries after Jesus’ death was a time of intense persecution for the 

churches. 

 

 Notice what happened to the church at Jerusalem once persecution began there. They were beaten, arrested, 

killed, and dispersed. If anyone remained, they certainly were meeting in secret. 

 

 If the churches during the time of persecution were to meet publicly at a special location, guess where the 

Roman soldiers would have been on Sunday morning with their clubs and torches. 

 

 Of course, Christians met in smaller and more secretive groups during this time of persecution – perhaps 

even in people’s houses – and there is nothing biblically wrong with that. It was a matter of survival. But, 

for somebody to use this to support their house-church-only teaching is quite dishonest once the facts are 

laid out. 

 

 Let’s look at one more common argument. 

 

 1 Corinthians 16:19 “The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, 

with the church that is in their house.” 

 

 This verse is often used to assert that the churches did in fact meet in people homes. We have established 

that, based on the Bible, there is no problem with a church meeting in somebody’s house. 

 

 

 Yes, there could have been a small church in some city or town in Asia which had no need for its own 

building, and was meeting at somebody’s house. That is certainly a possibility, but it certainly does nothing 

for the house-church-only teaching. It simply meant that there was a church meeting at Aquila and 

Priscilla’s house. They could have met anywhere they wanted. 

 

 But let’s assume for a minute that there was a larger church in town. Why would some of the believers be at 

this couple’s house? 

 

 For the answer to this question, we need look no further than the model of the church at Jerusalem – back to 

Acts chapter 2. 

 

 It’s wonderful when we see how the Bible interprets the Bible, even when we have elected to impute other 

meanings to Scripture. 

 

 In Acts 2, we see that the church at Jerusalem did, in fact, meet in members’ houses. For what? Acts 2:46 

“…and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart.”  

 

 They broke up into smaller groups which met at members’ houses for food and fellowship. 

 

 There is no reason to think that the church in Aquila’s town was any different. It’s very they likely followed 

this same model as the Church in Jerusalem.  
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 There would have been one church in town which met communally for preaching and teaching, and then 

smaller congregations – or, parts of the whole congregation – which met in people’s homes for food and 

fellowship. 

 

 We also know from history that in those early churches, Christians who were without homes were housed 

by the Christians who did have homes. So, if Aquila and Priscilla had a large house, they likely had several 

church members living with them. Notice how in this instance, history lines up to support the Bible facts, 

not to establish them. 

 

 Similar references in Colossians 4:15 and Philemon 1:2 can be simply explained the same way. Even if 

these are references to independent local churches, it certainly does not add one ounce of argument for the 

house-church-only teaching, since we have already solidly established from the Bible that the early church 

did not meet exclusively in houses. 

 

 The bottom line is that the Bible does not tell a church where they must meet. It does not prohibit churches 

meeting in homes, nor does it prohibit churches meeting at special locations.  

 

 It does provide a clear model of a very large church (3,000+) meeting at a special place for their preaching  

 

 If a church elects to meet at a member’s house, praise God! That’s entirely up to them. If a church decides 

that it is more efficient and economical to meet at a special, central location – even in a special building set 

aside for that purpose – then, praise God! It’s up to the discretion of the local church. To state otherwise is 

to step outside of the Bible and to make yourself an apostle rather than to follow the apostles’ teaching.  

 

21. THE RULE OF PERSONAL PRIESTHOOD 
 

 A study of the New Testament reveals that all Christians are priests: (Think Old Testament, not Catholic church) 

 
 Peter said, “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:5) 
 

 Peter continued, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)  

 

 Revelation 1:5-6 (along with 20:4-6) says, “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 

blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever.”  

 

 Revelation 5:10 says, “And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”  

 

 The New Testament repeatedly teaches that all Christians are priests. 

 

 When one obeys the Gospel of Christ, he is added to the Body of Christ and is thereby part of God’s holy 

priesthood.   

 

 Since all Christians are of that holy priesthood, each can offer spiritual sacrifices to God.  

 

 This is significant because one of the primary responsibilities of the OT priests was to offer sacrifices.  

 

 New Testament priests are no different. Notice the Priestly, Temple Terms used to describe the function of our 

priesthood: 
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TEMPLE TERMS 

 

 Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 

 

 Philippians 2:17 “Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your 

faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.”  

 

 Philippians 4:18 “Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent 

from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.”  

 

 Hebrews 13:15 “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 

lips, giving thanks to His name.”  

 

 1 Peter 2:5 states, “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  

 

CHRIST IS OUR HIGH PRIEST 

 

 A sacrificing priesthood of men was appointed under the law of Moses, but the animal sacrifices offered by those 

priests were mere types and shadows of the one sacrifice made by Christ. (Hebrews 8:5; 10:1; 12) 

 

 By the one sacrifice made by Jesus, He put an end both to the Levitical priesthood and the Old Testament law. 

(See Hebrews 7:18-25; 8:7-13; 10:9; Colossians 2:14-17). 

 

 Jesus is now at the right hand of God and ever lives to make intercession for His people (Hebrews 7:25; 9:24).  

 

 Through the one sacrifice of Himself, Jesus became the sole mediator through which men have access to God.       

(1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:26-27; 9:24-28; Ephesians 2:18).  

 

 The Old Testament typology points us to the fact that unlike OT priests under the Law who had access to God 

only once a year, and then only if he were the High Priest, ALL Christians, as priests, can come boldly into the 

presence of God through Jesus Christ, our High Priest. (Leviticus 16:1-34; Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 

 Hebrews 10:19-22 says, “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 

new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest 

over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” 

 

 Christ is our High Priest AND is the Head of The Church (His Body). 

 

THE BODY OF CHRIST – HIS PRIESTS 

 

 The phrase “the Body of Christ” is a common New Testament term for the Church (all those who are truly 

saved). The Church is called “one body in Christ” in Romans 12:5, “one body” in 1 Corinthians 10:17, “the body 

of Christ” in 1 Corinthians 12:27 and Ephesians 4:12, and “the body” in Hebrews 13:3.  

 

 The Church is clearly equated with “the body” of Christ in Ephesians 5:23 and Colossians 1:24. 

 

 Jesus is using His Body (The Church-His Priests) to work out His plan and program until He takes the scroll 

from the Father and begins to orchestrate His plan personally and bodily (this will take place at the Tribulation).  
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 After the Tribulation, Jesus makes His glorious return when we will rule and reign with Him as kings and priests. 

(Revelation 1:6; 4-5; 5:10; 20:4-6) 

 

 The key to understanding what Christ is doing right now is understanding how He is using His Body, The 

Church: 

 

CHRIST IS USING HIS BODY OF PRIESTS 

 

 Notice the Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 

on earth.” Jesus has ALL AUTHORITY  

 

 Jesus then commands us to “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We do this under HIS authority and in HIS name. 

 

 Jesus further commands that we teach “them to observe all things that” He commanded.    

 

 This command is being carried out by His Body, The Church: 

 When Christ entered our world, He took on a physical body “prepared” for Him (Hebrews 10:5; Philippians 2:7).  

 

 Through His physical body, Jesus demonstrated the love of God clearly, tangibly, and boldly—especially 

through His sacrificial death on the cross (Romans 5:8).  

 

 After His bodily ascension, Christ continues His work in the world through those He has redeemed—the Church 

now demonstrates the love of God clearly, tangibly, and boldly.  

 

 In this way, the Church functions as “the Body of Christ.” 

 

 The Church may be called the Body of Christ because of these facts: 

 

1. Members of the Body of Christ are joined to Christ in salvation (Ephesians 4:15-16). 

 

2. Members of the Body of Christ follow Christ as their Head (Ephesians 1:22-23). 

 

3. Members of the Body of Christ are the physical representation of Christ in this world. The Church is the 

organism through which Christ manifests His life AND message to the world today. (Matthew 16:18; Acts 

15:14-17; Romans 9:25; Colossians 1:24-26; 1 Peter 2:9-10) 

 

4. Members of the Body of Christ are indwelt by the Holy Spirit of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13; 2 Corinthians 1:21-

22; Galatians 4:6; 1 John 4:13). 

 

5. Members of the Body of Christ possess a diversity of gifts suited to particular functions to carry out Jesus’ plan 

(1 Corinthians 12:4-31). 1 Corinthians 12:12 “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the 

members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.”  

 

6. Members of the Body of Christ share a common bond with all other Christians, regardless of background, race, 

or ministry. 1 Corinthians 12:25 “that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have 

the same care for one another.”  

 

7. Members of the Body of Christ are secure in their salvation (John 10:28-30). For a Christian to lose his salvation, 

God would have to perform an “amputation” on the Body of Christ! 

 

8. Members of the Body of Christ partake of Christ’s death and resurrection (Colossians 2:12 . 
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9. Members of the Body of Christ share in Christ’s inheritance (Romans 8:17 . 

 

10. Members of the Body of Christ receive the gift of Christ’s righteousness (Romans  :17 . 

 

FINALLY, AS A PRIEST, EVERY BELIEVER IS RESPONSIBLE AND ACCOUNTABLE TO INTERPRET 

THE SCRIPTURES FOR HIMSELF.  

 

 Notice the Admonitions:  

 

 2 Timothy 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

 

 Matthew 12:3-5 “But He said to them, ‘Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those 

who were with him: how he entered the house of God and ate the showbread which was not lawful for him to 

eat, nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the 

Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless?’”  

 Matthew 19:4 “And He answered and said to them, ‘Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 

‘made them male and female,’”  

 

 Matthew 22:31 “But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, 

saying,”  

 

 Mark 12:10 “Have you not even read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the 

chief cornerstone.’”  

 

 John 3:10 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?’”  

 

 Hebrews 5:12 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first 

principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”  

 

22. THE RULE OF PRECEDENCE 
 

 Biblical examples are not incumbent upon us unless they are accompanied by biblical instructions to follow 

those examples.   

 

 Acts 1:23-26 “And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 

And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have 

chosen to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go 

to his own place.’ And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the 

eleven apostles.”  

 

 Just because it’s in the Bible, doesn’t mean it’s an example for us to follow. 

 

 Should we cast lots to see who our pastor will be?  

 

 Notice who the 12
th

 Apostle eventually became, and who actually chose him. 

 

 Acts 26:16 “But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a 

minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to 

you.”  

 

 Am I interpreting or applying…or neither? Time for you to decide.  
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application 
 

1. Application: The process by which a reader puts into practice the truths and principles he/she has learned in 

the Observation and Interpretation of the Bible. 

 

 Much misunderstanding about the Christian life occurs because we either assign commands and 

exhortations we should be following as “era-specific” commands that only applied to the original 

audience, or we take commands and exhortations that are specific to a particular audience and make 

them timeless truths.  

 

 How do we go about discerning the difference?  

 

 The first thing to note is that the canon of Scripture was closed by the end of the 1st century A.D.  

 

 This means that, while all of the Bible is truth we can apply to our lives, most, if not all, of the Bible was 

NOT originally written to us.  

 

 This is not to say that the author of Scripture, God, didn’t have us in mind when He wrote the Bible, but 

a sound hermeneutic tells us that the authors of the individual books had in mind the hearers of THAT 

day, not us. 

 

 Therefore, we should begin our study of Scripture (Observation, Interpretation, and Application) from 

that mindset, and not from the mindset of “what does the Bible mean TO me.   

 

 Knowing this should cause us to be very careful when interpreting the Bible for TODAY’S Christians.  

 

 So much of contemporary evangelical preaching is concerned with the practical application of Scripture 

that we overlook the interpretation.  

 

 This is a problem because interpretation LEADS to application. 

 

 If we begin from the wrong starting point, we’ll end up with wrong conclusions.  

 

2. Application for the 21st-century Christian must be built on the best possible understanding of what the Bible 

meant to its original audience.  

 

 If we come up with an application that would have been foreign to the original audience, there is a very 

strong possibility that we did not interpret the passage correctly. 

 

 Once we are confident that we understand what the text meant to its original hearers, we must determine 

the gap between us and them by understanding the differences in language, time, culture, geography, 

setting and situation. 

 

 Now we can build a bridge between us and them in order to correctly apply the message to ourselves 

and our lives.  
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3. We’ve all heard the phrase, “There’s only one interpretation but many applications.”  

 

 This phrase is incorrect. What we should say is, “There’s only one interpretation but many applications 

of that interpretation.  

 

 The interpretation must drive the application.  

 

 A scripture passage has only one interpretation/meaning, though we may often apply that 

interpretation/meaning in many situations.   

 

 Let’s use Ephesians 4:25 as an example: “Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you speak 

truth with his neighbor,’ for we are members of one another.”  

 

 The basic interpretation is “Don’t tell a lie.”  

 

 The applications for not lying are many (Examples: Tell the truth on tax forms, to your spouse, to your 

boss, in court, etc.). 

 

 However, the proper interpretation is that believers are not to lie to each other because we are “members 

of one another.”  

 

 The Church cannot be built on lies. Look at the admonition Christ gives in John 8:44 “You are of your 

father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 

and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from 

his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” 

 

 The Church can only be built on The Truth – Jesus.  

 

 John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

 

 Christ is the rock upon which the Church is built: Matthew 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are 

Peter (Pétros), and on this rock (pétra) I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.”  

 

 Anything else stems from the lies of Satan and the world. (Acts 5:3-4) 

 

 Notice Revelation 12:9, “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 

Satan, who deceives the whole world…”  

 

 And again in 1 John 5:19, “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the 

wicked one.”  

 

 While it is true from Scripture that we’re not to lie, this particular passage is not the one used as an 

application passage.  

 

 Our goal should be to make applications as close to the interpretation as possible.  

 

 In this case, while this passage can be applied to lying in general, the closer application is to lies in the 

Church, and what that does to the Church and to the people in the Church. 
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 Another example comes from many sermons that have been preached on 1 Samuel 17 (the David and 

Goliath story) that center on “defeating the giants in your life.”  

 

 They lightly skim over the details of the narrative and go straight to application, and that application 

usually involves allegorizing Goliath into tough, difficult, and intimidating situations in one’s life that 

must be overcome by faith.  

 

 There is also an attempt to allegorize the five smooth stones David picked up to defeat his giant.  

 

 For example, Julian Duckworth writes, “The stream is the flow of experiences in life; the five round 

stones are a handful of solid truths that have become part of you over the years, having been shaped and 

rounded by the life through which God has led you.”  

 

 These sermons usually conclude by exhorting us to be faithful like David. 

 

 While these applications make engaging sermons, it is doubtful the original audience would have gotten 

that message from this story.  

 

 Before we can apply the truth in 1 Samuel 17, we must know how the original audience understood it, 

and that means determining the overall purpose of 1 Samuel as a book.  

 

 First Samuel records the history of Israel in the land of Canaan as they move from the rule of judges to 

being a unified nation under kings. Samuel emerges as the last judge, and he anoints the first two kings, 

Saul and David. 

 

 The people of Israel, wanting to be like other nations, desire a king. Samuel is displeased by their 

demands, but the Lord tells him that it is not Samuel’s leadership they are rejecting, but His own.  

 

 After warning the people of what having a king would mean, Samuel anoints a Benjamite named Saul. 

(10:17-25). 

 

 Saul enjoys initial success, defeating the Ammonites in battle (chapter 11). But then he makes a series of 

missteps: he presumptuously offers a sacrifice (chapter 13), he makes a foolish vow at the expense of his 

son Jonathan (chapter 1  , and he disobeys the Lord’s direct command (chapter 1  . As a result of 

Saul’s rebellion, God chooses another to take Saul’s place.  

 

 Meanwhile, God removes His blessing from Saul, and an evil spirit begins goading Saul toward 

madness (16:14). 

 

 David is anointed king, and eventually Saul, through disobedience dies. 

 

 Saul made the mistake of thinking he could please God through disobedience. Like many today, he 

believed that a sensible motive will compensate for bad behavior. Perhaps his power went to his head, 

and he began to think he was above the rules. Somehow he developed a low opinion of God’s 

commands and a high opinion of himself. Even when confronted with his wrongdoing, he attempted to 

vindicate himself, and that’s when God rejected him (1 :16-28). 

 

 Saul’s problem is one we all face—a problem of the heart. Obedience to God’s will is necessary for 

success, and if we in pride rebel against Him, we set ourselves up for loss. 
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 David, on the other hand, did not seem like much at first. Even Samuel was tempted to overlook him 

(16:6-7). But God sees the heart and saw in David a man after His own heart (13:14). The humility and 

integrity of David, coupled with his boldness for the Lord and his commitment to prayer, set a good 

example for all of us. 

 

 Defeating the giants in your life with faith may be a distant application, showing us that faith in God is 

critical, but as an interpretation of the passage, it’s alien to the text.  

 

 When reading 1 Samuel 17, notice that it’s only David that brings up God, what God can and will do, 

and that David is the only one who comes in the Name of God. 

 

 God is the hero of the story, and David was His chosen vehicle to bring redemption from the Philistines 

to His people.  

 

 The story contrasts the people’s king (Saul  with God’s king (David , and it also foreshadows what 

Christ (the Son of David) would do for us in providing our salvation. 

 

 If you’re trying to say the application of these passages is defeating the giants in your life with faith, you 

get very, very far away from the actual interpretation where God is the focus, not David, and certainly 

not you.  

 

 The original audience would see God as the focus of 1 Samuel, and so should we.  

 

 Over 400 times God or Lord is used in 1 Samuel, demonstrating the true focus of this book.  

 

 Once we have God as the focus of our lives (and that means every aspect of our lives), only then can we 

begin to apply the story of David and Goliath.  
 

4. Application can be made by asking the following questions of every passage of Scripture you study: 

 

 How does the truth revealed here affect my relationship with God? 

 

 1 John 2:1 “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 

we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  

 

 How does this truth affect my relationship with others? 

 

 Colossians 3:12-13 “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 

complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.”  

 

 How does this truth affect me? 

 

 Colossians 1:13 “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of 

the Son of His love.”  
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 How does this truth affect my response to the enemy, Satan? 

 

 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 

seeking whom he may devour.” 

 

 Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil.”  

 

 Is there a command for me to obey? 

 

 John 15:12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”  

 

 Is there a good example for me to follow? 

 

 Galatians 2:11 “Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be 

blamed.”  

 

 Is there a sin here for me to avoid? 

 

 John 3:16-18 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name 

of the only begotten Son of God.” 

 

 The sin here to avoid is of unbelief. 

 

 Is there something here I want to thank God for? 

 

 Philippians 4:6-7 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  

 

 Is there a promise I can call my own? 

 

 John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 

where I am, there you may be also.” 

 

 Is there a blessing I can enjoy? 

 

 Galatians 3:8 “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 

gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be blessed.’” 

 

 Is there a failure from which I can learn? 

 

 1 Kings 18:27 “And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, ‘Cry aloud, for he is a god; 

either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be 

awakened.’” 
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 Is there a victory for me to win? 

 

 Galatians 5:16 “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”  

 

 Is there a new thought about God, the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Satan, man that I should focus on? 

 

 Too many passages to give one example. 

 

 Is there a truth in this passage that has greatly affected, convicted, and/or stretched me? 

 

 Mine: Hebrews 5:12 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 

again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”  

 

 What’s yours?  

 

5. The application step is not completed by simply answering these questions; the key is putting into practice 

what God has taught you in your study.  

 

 James 1:22-25 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a 

hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes 

himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the 

perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 

will be blessed in what he does.”  

 

 Although at any given moment you cannot be consciously applying everything you’re learning in Bible 

study, you can be consciously applying something.  

 

 And when you work on applying a truth from Scripture to your life, God will bless your efforts by 

conforming you to the image of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Remember, it is the WORD that changes!  

 

 Hebrews 4:12  “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

 

The following chart is given to demonstrate that the Word of God changes people. 

Jeremiah 23:29 “Is not My word like a fire?” says the Lord, “And like a hammer that breaks the rock in 

pieces?” 

 

John 6:63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The WORDS that I speak to you 

are spirit, and they are life.”  

 

John 6:68 “But Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the WORDS 

of eternal life.’” 

 

John 15:3 “You are already clean BECAUSE OF THE WORD which I have spoken to you.”  

 

John 17:17 “Sanctify them BY Your truth. Your word is truth.”  
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Acts 2:37 “Now when they HEARD this, they were cut to the heart…” 

 

Acts 11:14 “who will tell you words BY WHICH you and all your household will be saved.” 

 

Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the GOSPEL of Christ, for IT is the POWER OF GOD TO 

SALVATION for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”  

 

Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes BY hearing, and hearing BY the word of God.”  

 

1 Corinthians 1:18 

 

“For the MESSAGE of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved IT IS THE POWER OF GOD.”  

 

1 Corinthians 1:21 “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it 

pleased God THROUGH the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 

believe.”  

 

1 Corinthians 4:15 “For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have 

many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you THROUGH the gospel.” 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 

 

 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 

you received and in which you stand, BY WHICH also you are saved…”  

1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

 

 

 

“For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the 

word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as 

it is in truth, the word of God, which also EFFECTIVELY WORKS IN YOU who 

believe.”  

Hebrews 4:12  “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  

 

James 1:18 “Of His own will He brought us forth BY THE WORD OF TRUTH, that we might be a 

kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”  

 

James 1:21 “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with 

meekness the implanted word, WHICH IS ABLE TO SAVE YOUR SOULS.” 

 

1 Peter 1:23 “having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, THROUGH THE 

WORD OF GOD WHICH LIVES and abides forever.”  

 

 

6. You have to allow the Word to change you, which is why we’re exhorted not to harden our hearts. 

 

 Hebrews 4:7 “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” 

 

 Rather, allow the Word of God to change you by following these three Application steps: 

 

 

 



Dr. Robert Thompson – A Practical Guide to Studying the Bible                                                     122 | Page 

1. MEDITATE ON THE SCRIPTURE 

 

 Joshua 1:8 and Psalm 1:1,2 tell us to “meditate” on the word of God “day and night.” 

 

 Joshua 1:8 “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and 

night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.” 

 

 Three points about the idea of meditating. 

 

1. This doesn’t mean to empty your mind and wait for the Lord to speak to you. That is Contemplative 

Prayer that is based in Eastern Mysticism, and is HERESY!  

 

2. This is incongruent with God commanding His Word to remain in one’s mouth. 

 

3. When we meditate on Scripture, we think about, study, and/or analyze the very words of God. Once 

that happens, THEN we can “observe to do according to all that is written.” 

 

 This is when Application takes form. Begin with a proper exegesis, THEN apply that interpretation to 

your life. DO THE WORD! 

 

 The process of spiritual growth (APPLICATION) involves thinking Biblically.  

 

 We must reprogram our minds to see our life and choices from God’s perspective.  
 

 A rushed 3-minute scripture reading or devotional book doesn’t amount to much meditation and 

reprogramming time.  
 

 The Psalmist also speaks about meditating upon God in 63:6 “When I remember You on my bed, I 

meditate on You in the night watches.”  

 

 Meditate on His works: Psalm 77:12 “I will also meditate on all Your work, And talk of Your deeds.”  

 

 Psalm 143:5 “…I meditate on all Your works; I muse on the work of Your hands.” 

 

 Paul reminds Timothy not to neglect the gift that is in him, to meditate on these things, and to take heed 

to the doctrine and continue in them. (1 Timothy 4:4-16)  

 

 Meditating begins with the Word of God, but is an active, participatory, process:  

 

 Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed BY THE RENEWING OF 

YOUR MIND, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  

 

2. RELATE THE MEANING TO YOURSELF 

 

 Application begins during your study but continues on into your day-to-day living. 

 

 Your spiritual growth will not occur by merely reading the Bible; its truths must be acted out. 

 

 Be warned, though. Do not rush into application until you are sure what the passage says and means, and 

then adjust your life accordingly.  
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 If you are unable to apply the passage, try asking yourself the questions we listed previously: 

a. Is there a command for me to obey? 

b. Is there a good example for me to follow? 

c. Is there a sin here for me to avoid? 

d. Is there something here I want to thank God for? 

e. Is there a promise I can call my own? 

f. Is there a blessing I can enjoy? 

g. Is there a failure from which I can learn? 

h. Is there a victory for me to win? 

i. Is there a new thought about God, the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Satan, man? 

j. Is there a truth in this passage that has greatly affected me? 

k. What should I do about this text?  

l. What implications does the text have for me? 

m. Is there a way I can practice the truth of this text? 

 

 Then look for an appropriate response to the text.  

 

 These applications must be built upon correct observation of the text, accurate interpretation of the text’s 

meaning, and discernment of how the text’s principles relate to your life situation. 

 

3. PRACTICE THE TRUTH 

 

 This is the action step. This is where you actually change your thinking or behavior based on God’s 

Word.  

 

 God intends for us to “be transformed by the renewing of our mind” (Romans 12:2). 

 

 The step of practicing truth requires the Holy Spirit’s power.  

 

 Once you know what to think or what to do differently, you must consciously ask for God’s help and 

then step out in obedience depending on the power of the Holy Spirit within us.  

 

 That’s what it means to “walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16) and “be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 

5:18). 

 

 Don’t get discouraged! There is EVER a battle between your flesh and your new nature (The Spirit of 

God who dwells within you): Galatians 5:16-17 “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill 

the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are 

contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.” 

 

 Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”  

 

 Romans 8:5-6 “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to 

be spiritually minded is life and peace.”  
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 While you’re studying and looking for a way to apply the Scriptures, remember the words of Jesus in 

Matthew 7:24-27, “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 

wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew 

and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and 

the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great 

was its fall.”  

 

 There is no better passage of Scripture that demonstrates how important application is to one’s life.  

 

 Be doers of the Word, not hearers only!  

 

 Keep in mind, however, that this is a life-long process, and that there may always be room for 

improvement. 

 

 Application of the Word enables us to strive: Philippians 3:12-14 “Not that I have already attained, or 

am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold 

of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things 

which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the 

prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

 

 Application and Exhortation go hand in hand: 

Psalm 1:1-2 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the 

path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of 

the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.  

 

Matthew 4:4 

 

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 

 

Acts 5:29 

 

But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather 

than men. 

 

Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 

saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 

 

Acts 17:11 

 

 

These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these 

things were so.  

 

Acts 17:30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 

everywhere to repent, 

 

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 

God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Ephesians 4:1 

 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling 

with which you were called,  
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Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

 

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 

the devil. 

 

Colossians 3:17 

 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-22 

 

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, 

uphold the weak, be patient with all.  

15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good 

both for yourselves and for all.  

16 Rejoice always,  

17 pray without ceasing,  

18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

19 Do not quench the Spirit.  

20 Do not despise prophecies.  

21 Test all things; hold fast what is good.  

22 Abstain from every form of evil.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

 

1 Timothy 4:13-16 

 

Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.  Do not neglect 

the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the 

hands of the eldership.  Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, 

that your progress may be evident to all.  

Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you 

will save both yourself and those who hear you.  

 

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

2 Timothy 4:2 

 

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 

with all longsuffering and teaching. 

 

Titus 3:1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every 

good work, 

 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

 

James 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

 

1 Peter 3:1 

 

Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not 

obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,  
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1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, 

as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your 

prayers may not be hindered. 

 

1 Peter 3:8-9 

 

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as 

brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for 

reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you 

may inherit a blessing.  

 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

1 John 2:1 

 

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

 

Revelation 22:18-19 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 

anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 

book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 

shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 

things which are written in this book.  

 

The One-Another’s and Each-Others of the Bible 

Leviticus 19:11 Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one another. 

 

John 13:14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 

one another's feet. 

 

John 13:34  A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 

 

John 13:35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. 

 

Romans 12:10 

 

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 

preference to one another; 

 

Romans 12:16 

 

Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but 

associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 

 

Romans 13:8 

 

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has 

fulfilled the law.  

 

Romans 14:13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a 

stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way. 

 

Romans 15:7 

 

Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 
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Romans 15:14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of 

goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another 

 

Romans 16:16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10 

 

Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 

speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  

 

1 Corinthians 11:33 

 

Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 

1 Corinthians 12:25 

 

that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the 

same care for one another. 

 

Galatians 5:13 

 

For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

 

Galatians 5:15 

 

But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one 

another! 

 

Galatians 5:26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

 

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  

 

Ephesians 4:2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in 

love, 

 

Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 

according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes 

growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

 

Ephesians 4:32 

 

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in 

Christ forgave you. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 speaking to one another in Psalm and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

 

Ephesians 5:21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 

 

Philippians 2:3-5 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 

let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his 

own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was 

also in Christ Jesus,  

 

Philippians 4:2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.  
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Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 

  

Colossians 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 

against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 

one another in Psalm and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord. 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, 

just as we do to you, 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:9 

 

But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you 

yourselves are taught by God to love one another;  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:13 

 

and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among 

yourselves. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both 

for yourselves and for all. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 

 

We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your 

faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each 

other. 

 

Hebrews 3:13 

 

but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin.  

 

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 

 

Hebrews 10:25 

 

not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 

exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 

Hebrews 13:1 Let brotherly love continue.  

 

James 4:11 

 

Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and 

judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the 

law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 

 

1 Peter 3:8 

 

 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as 

brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;  
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1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.  

 

1 Peter 5:5 

 

Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 

submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble.”  

 

1 John 1:7 

 

 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

1 John 3:11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one 

another, 

 

1 John 3:23 

 

And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

 

1 John 4:7 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God.  

 

1 John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

 

1 John 4:12 

 

No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His 

love has been perfected in us.  

 

1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a 

multitude of sins.”  

 

James 5:16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

 

James 5:9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the 

Judge is standing at the door! 

 

 

 

 


